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—Greetings {rom

Commissioner Robert S. Arace

On behalf of the Ocean County Board of Commissioners, I welcome
you to the summer 2026 issue of Ocean County: Out & About, A Free
Newsguide to Arts & Heritage Events. Ocean County is actively
commemorating the 250[h anniversary of the American Revolution in

what is now Ocean County.

Please visit the Ocean County website: Oceanzs0.0rg for detailed
information. You are invited to read both volume four of the Ocean
County in the American Revolution series and the 2026 Ocean County
Activity book. The county is sponsoring a number of events including
the Spectacular Patriotic music and drone show on July 2 at 7:30 PM at

1198 Bandon Road in Toms River.

The Ocean County Board Commissioners continues to offer a traveling

student tours of Cedar Bridge Tavern Historic Site.

For arrangements call 732-929-4779.

The pages of this issue are graced with artwork
received in response to a call for contributions from

the LBI Studio Tour Artists.

Please take special note of our exciting palette of
summer cultural opportunities in the event listings and
for updated events check:

htep://www.oceancountytourism.com/frmEvents

Many of our towns and boroughs provide wonderful
outdoor concerts including the Ocean County
Department of Parks and Recreation’s The Carousel of
Music Concert Series. The Carousel concerts will be
offered at a variety of locations including the Ocean
County Library in Toms River. Please check inside for

time and locations of all offerings.

This year, 16 art and 13 history organizations received
a total of $240,000 in grant support through the Ocean
County Board of Commissioners funded by the New
Jersey State Council on the Arts and the New Jersey

Historical Commission.

American Revolution in Ocean County exhibit trailer, lectures and

The 2027 grant cycle for Ocean County non-profits will
begin with an informational workshop on August 5 and
the application is due September 9. Local Arts Program
grants will total $150,000. The County History
Partnership Program will total $90,000. The Alternate
Sponsorship Program will provide an additional $38,000

in funding. This year, the applications will be online.

The Ocean County Board of Commissioners is proud to
announce that Steven Dodson received the 2026 Pauline
S. Miller Lifetime Achievement Award in History. The
Affair at Egg Harbor Historical Society received the
2026 Special Award of Merit. Cynthia Coritz received
the 2026 John C. Bartlett Government Leadership
Award. And Senator Robert W. Singer (R-30) received
the Lila W. Thompson Legislative Recognition Award.

Commissioner Robert S. Arace
Chairman of Ocean County Cultural & Heritage Commission,

a division of Ocean County Department of Parks & Recreation
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OUT & ABOUT

SALUTE TO
OCEAN COUNTY

A CELEBRATION
OF ARTS &
CULTURE

The Ocean County Cultural and Heritage Commission’s awards
celebration, the I;th annual Salute to Ocean County, was held on
May 14th at the Grunin Center at Ocean County College in
Toms River. The 2026 awardees include some of Ocean County’s
leaders in the humanities — individuals and organizations
dedicated to preserving history, culture, and the arts in their
communities and regions. Each of the awardees received a short

documentary produced by local high school students.

To submit nominations for Salute awards, please Complete a
nomination form and submit to culturalheritage@co.ocean.nj.us

or mail to 1198 Bandon Road, Toms River, NJ, 08753.
heeps://rb.gy/96wofs

2026 AW ARDEES

John C. Bartlett Government Leadership Award:
Cynthia Coritz - https://youtube/ql-x7kg GhSM

Special Award of Merit:
Affair at Egg Harbor Historical Society -
heeps://youtube/CplsyWMoGKo

Pauline S. Miller Lifetime Achievement Award for

Ocean County History:

Steve Dodson - heeps://youtube/O_YnWraauzw

Lilia W. Thompson Legislative Recognition Award:
Senator Robert W. Singer —vaoutu.be/ DXIijDIX—U



https://rb.gy/96w9f5
https://youtu.be/qL-x7kgGhSM
https://youtu.be/Cpl5vWM0GK0
https://youtu.be/O_YnWtaau3w
https://youtu.be/DXIxjbD1X-U

SALUTE TO OCEAN COUNTY

RECENT PREVIOUS AW ARDEES

Check the Ocean County Cultural & Heritage website for awardees prior to 2019.

Ocean County Lifetime Achievement in the Arts
Past Awardees

2025: Ocean County Artists’ Guild

2024: Malcolm Robinson - Decoy Carver

2023: Harry Bower - Visual Artist

2022: Mary May - Basket Weaver

2021: Art Birdsall — Decoy Maker

2020: Robert Popovics - Naturalist, Innovator, Artist

2019: Thomas E. Rutledge - Visual Artist

Pauline S. Miller Lifetime Achievement Award for

Ocean County History

Past Awardees

2026: Steve Dodson

2024: Thomas P. Farner

2023: Gretchen Coyle

2022: Eleanor Ditton

2020: Deborah C. Whitcraft
2019: Margaret Thomas Buchholz

John C. Bartlett, Jr. Government Leadership Award
Past Awardees

2026: Cynthia Coritz

2024: Michael T. Mangum

2022: Bahiyyah Abdullah

2019: Elaine H. McConnell

Ocean County Cultural Response Award
Past Awardees

2021: Brick Children’s Community Theatre
2021: Lighthouse International Film Festival

2021: Ocean Professional Theatre (Surflight)

Ocean County Tourism Award

Past Awardees

2023: Commissioner Joseph H. Vicari

2023: Emery's Farm

2022: Ocean County Tourism Workforce

2021: John Crisafulli

2020: Steve Steiner and the Surflight Theatre

2019: Anthony E. Vaz Ed.D. and Christopher J. Vaz

Historic Preservation Award

Past Awardees

2025: Barnegat Light Historical Society & Museum
2024: Seaside Heights - Dr. Floyd Moreland Carousel

2023: LBI Historical Association

Virginia E. Haines Historic Advocate Award

Past Awardees

2025: Dr. Jeffrey Schenker
2024: Kathy D. Conrad
2024: W. Grove Conrad

2020: Virginia E. Haines

Lilia W. Thompson Legislative Recognition Award:
Past Awardees
2026: Senator Robert W. Singer

2025: Senator Carmen F. Amato, Jr.

Special Recognition for Advancement of the Arts in

Ocean County

Past Awardees

2023: Paul Hartelius

Special Award of Merit

Past Awardees

2026: Affair at Egg Harbor Historical Society

2024: Cheryl Kirby - Echoes of LBI magazine

2022: Reisa Sweet - Contributions to Ocean County
Human Relations Commission

2021: Andrew Anderson and Patrick Leon Asay -
Ocean County Memories Founded 1850!

2019: William de Camp, Jr. - Contributions to

Barnegat Bay

Art Advocate Award
Past Awardees

2020: Carol Ann Herbert

Founders Award

Past Awardees

2017: Sherry D. Schnepp from Our Gang Players
OUT & ABOUT |
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Th Affair at Egg Harbor Historical Society:

2026 Special Award of Merit By PacJohnson

The Affair ac Egg Harbor Historical Society (AEHHS)
has been recognized for their ongoing research and
education, this time receiving a Special Award of Merit,
regarding the Revolutionary War battle in Little Egg
Harbor that pitted Count Casimir Pulaski against
British troops. The battle is well documented as
occurring on October 15, 1778 near today’s Radio Road
in the Mystic Island section of Little Egg Harbor. A
monument to Pulaski’s Defense of Egg Harbor was
crected by the Society of the Cincinnati in 1894.
Descendants of Revolutionary War officers make up the

Society of the Cincinnati.

AEHHS President Michael Czurlanis is picking up his
father’s legacy — George Czurlanis (deceased in 2015)
who brought the sacred battleground to the public
attention in the 1980s by defending the site from
development. George incorporated the AEHHS in 1982
and finally by 2002, the Pulaski Monument site was

listed on the National Register of Historic Places.

Michael Czurlanis said the AEHHS has three goals: to
preserve the site, proclaim the history and promote
patriotism. The first goal has been achieved. The

second and third are ongoing work by gathering in
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period costume and laying a wreath at the monument
on the Saturday closest to the October 15 date
educating the public on the battle and importance of
the site. Most years the Pulaski Legion cadets come
from north Jersey dressed in their uniforms, often
accompanied by student groups ranging from 5 to s50.
Their color guard has a facsimile of the Pulaski Legion

flag.

The second goal also includes extensive research into
the battle by Czurlanis and Executive Director Dale
Denda. Both point to originai archive documents
describing a full-blown battle, which did not reference

a massacre.

“Yes, they were outnumbered,” said Czurlanis,
“Reports of the day by a Tory newspaper said 6o were
killed; British Caprain Ferguson said in his report that
40 were killed; Pulaski’s report said there were 25 Or 30
missing, wounded or dead. Based on research into
payrolls and regimental rosters-—- papers of who was
there collecting pay and who was there after, we found

18 were killed including officers.”

Photo above: George Czurlanis with Pulaski monument.

Photo credit: AEHHS




People often wonder why the Society is called The Affair
at 'Egg Harbor' when the site is located in Little Egg
Harbor. Back in the r7th and 18th centuries, when the
arca was first settled, ‘Egg Harbor’ denoted the whole
area from Little Egg Harbor Inlet up to “The Forks” on
the Mullica River where goods captured from the British
by privateers were sometimes shipped overland by

wagon to Philadelphia and parts north.

Some estimates say up to 40% of the armaments to supply
the Patriot army were sent through Little Egg Harbor port.
The British were occupying New York and had blockaded
the Delaware, effectively closing the ports in Philadelphia
and New York. The British not only wanted to destroy the
privateer ‘nest of Rebel pirates’, they actually wanted to
destroy the entire port up the river!

“The October 15th battle, decades later
dubbed ‘Affair at Egg Harbor’ was a

really important battle,” said Czurlanis.

“It kept the lines of supply open.

“It was the second landing (Oct 15th) in the British
expedition after they destroyed Chestnut Neck (Oct. 6-
7th) on the south side of the Mullica that failed, and the
enemy was again driven back—preventing them from
going to march overland on this side of the river to

destroy ‘The Forks’ where the warehouses were at Batsto.

“Continental Congress had been informed of the plans
and sent Count Pulaski to Egg Harbor to stop the
British—and he did,” said Czurlanis.

Pulaski was born in Poland and while in France was
recruited by Benjamin Franklin to come to the Americas
to fight on the side of the patriots. Pulaski is known as
the father of American Cavalry. Pulaski’s Legion included

infantry, cavalry, and artillery.

“There also were French armaments and gun powder
shipped from the Caribbean up the Mullica to Batsto,”
said Denda. “In the past two years we have found quite a
bit of information from pension records about how the

Oct. 15th battle was actually won.”

These records were signed documents from veterans of
the Revolutionary War who, decades after the war,

were applymg {:OT anSiOl’lS ﬁ'Ol’l’l the government.

“We have nine direct accounts from battle
participants,” said Denda. “Five of the accounts state
the British retreated in chaotic fashion (along today’s
Radio Rd.) across the bridge to Osborn Island,
destroying the bridge after them. Between 30 and 40

British were taken prisoner.”

This was after the outpost (at the Pulaski Monument)
had been attacked and Pulaski with his Legion of 60
cavalrymen came to rout the attackers. “They came
from Willits Farm (along Hollybrook Ln.), three
quarters of a mile away, galloping down Island (Radio)
Road with lances and sabers drawn. One of the reasons
the British were surprised was nobody knew what his

cavalry could do.”

Denda also marvels at the time line. Pulaski was in
Trenton when Congress ordered him to stop the British
from atcacking ‘The Forks.

This was on October 5 and the next day the Legion of

cavalry and 9o infantrymen started the 6o-mile trek at

Photo credit: AEHHS.
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a double-quick march. They reached the banks of the
Mullica on the 7th in the vicinity of the Mathis and
Tucker plantations and Chestnut Neck (near Port
Republic) which had been burned by the British, but,
importantly, forced the enemy away. The legion
continued on to the Willits Farm where they had a
view of Little Egg Harbor’s anchorage of the British
flotilla, and carefully watched the British ships.

Supposedly, a spy for the British alerted them that
Pulaski was on the mainland and on the morning of
October 15 they struck the outpost of about 30 men.
Pulaski’s subsequent counterattack again forced the
enemy back to their ships and when the tides rose high
enough to float their ships, they left the Harbor.

OUT & ABOUT | 6

“Pulaski was told to save the port of Little Egg Harbor
at ‘The Forks’ and he did,” said Czurlanis.

This year to mark the 250th signing of the Declaration
and the birth of the United States the historical society
will be rolling out the new research in a presentation,
“History as it Happened,” including a special lecture on
“Pulaski in American History,” during the annual 248th
anniversary of the ‘Defense of Little Egg Harbor’, as it

was originaﬂy called.

“Last year we found documentation that Maryland,
Pennsylvania and Virginia were being supplied through
“The Forks,” said Denda. “That's another example a lot
of untold great history remains. The residents should be
proud and feel 1ucky that it’s in their backyard.”

Executive Director Dale Denda. Photo credit: AEHHS.




Cynthia Coritz

2026 John C. Bartlett Government Leadership Award

~ Corilz at Bass River State Forest. Photo credit: NJ State Park Service, Taylor Milello.

By Pat Johnson

Cynthia  Coritz  has  been
awarded the John C. Bartlett
Government Leadership
Award. The award is given to

has
highest

who
the
and

the

County Cultural Community

an  individual
demonstrated

professional ethical
standards  in Ocean
as they champion the arts and
history in the county’s vital

tourism industry.

When asked about receiving the Award, Coritz replied, “I was fortunate to have met Mr Bartlett many years ago

and his love of history, parks and educating the public was very evident.”

Coritz has only recently retired from her 33 years of
service in the state Division of Parks and Forestry.
Locally, Coritz served as the Superintendent of Island
Beach State Park, Double Trouble State Park, Bass
River State Forest and Barnegat Lighthouse State Park.

During her time at Bass River she was instrumental in
the research and presentation of the history of New
Jersey's first state forest. At Barnegat Lighthouse,
Coritz managed the staffing and educational projects
among other responsibilities. Some programs were in
conjunction with Ocean County Parks Department and

the Friends Group.
“It was great career,” she said.

Coritz grew up in Hamilcon Township in Mercer
County, and after high school went to the State
University of New York in Syracuse NY to attend the
College of Environmental Science and Forestry. She
took a duel degree in Natural Resource Management

and Wildlife Biology.

“I graduated in 1988 and I ended up working fairly
quickly right out of college.”

Her first job was for six months working as a forestry
technician in Montana for the US Forest Service, a job
she remembers fondly. When she came back to New
Jersey she returned to a previous job working for a temp
agency and was hired as a receptionist for the
Department of Commerce Commissioner. She was there
for a few months when luck shined on her. Through a
chance encounter with a woman who asked about her
degree, she was introduced to the state forester and staft
of the Office of Natural Lands Management (ONLM) in
the New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection.
Through that connection to ONLM, she went to work as

a seasonal employee.

“I was in the right place. Then when the hiring freeze
lifted, I got to work in the Office of Natural Lands
Management in Trenton. That was from 1990 to ‘95 and it
was really advantageous because they sent me to all the
parks that had natural areas. So I was out in the field
talking to superintendents and park rangers—I got to talk
to many people in the parks department from Batsto all

the way up to Stokes State Forest.”

OUT & ABOUT | 7



Then she learned of superintendent positions that had
opened up and applied for the position at Island Beach
State Park. “Not being a beach person, I was more of a
forest person, but I'm also a birder so it was fascinating

to learn the ducks and waterfowl and shorebirds.

“Several parks around the state have two
superintendents —so I was lucky to work with another
superintendent to learn the ropes. We managed Island
Beach, Double Trouble and Barnegat Lighthouse. My
supervisor assigned me to Barnegat Lighthouse; it was a
smaller area where I could learn to make my own

decisions.”

Coritz was there from 1995 to 2000 and at Round
Valley Recreation in Clinton New Jersey for two years.
Around 1997 she was asked by the Ocean County Parks
Department if they could have bonfires on the beach
with a night climb of Barnegat Light. “So we worked it
out. They have been so popular. Now the Friends of
Barnegat Lighthouse State Park run the night climbs.”

“Then in 2003 Bass River opened up,” said Coritz. “It

wasn’t long after that I moved down to Tuckerton.”

The Pine Barrens has its own unique environment.
“Wow, 30,000 acres of land — it was a change. But |
loved the woods - the cedar swamps, the pine plains
were fascinating. Bass River has unique and rare plants
like Pine Barrens gentian and pitcher plants and I was

always learning. Hikes in the pine plains were always

well-attended,” she added.

Bass River was the first state forest and it was also the
site of a Civilian Conservation Corps camp during the

Great Depression.

“People think the park started with the CCC in the 30’
but it actually began in 1905 and run by a park
commission,” said Coritz. “At that time, a lot of the
arca was burnt over. So the commission hired a young
named  Gifford

recommendations to reforest South Jersey. The

forester Pinchot who made
Commission purchased land and set up tree nurseries.
They tried everything, Douglas fir, white pines, spruce.
On the south shore of the campgrounds is a cabin buile
by the CCC for the caretakers office. During the 100"

OUT & ABOUT | 8

anniversary of the park in 2005, we set it up as the
Superintendents office and author Peter Osborne, who
wrote books about the CCC, dressed up and gave a
talk. We also contacted a gentleman who was a
member of the CCC and we named a trail for him, the
Nisky Trail.”

Besides the pine plains and the CCC camp, the forest is
also home to the Keith line that separated East and
West New Jersey in 1686. “We gave tours where 5
townships came together at the Keith line in Warren
Grove.”

Coritz was able to work with Joe Trujillo of the
Outdoor Club of South Jersey in maintaining a trail

along the south side of the lake, now named for him.

“And we celebrated the 20™" anniversary of our section
of the Batona Trail with the club.”

Around 2007, Coritz was asked if she could again add
Superintendent of Barnegat Lighthouse State Park to
her Bass River duties. She did this until 2021. “I said yes
because I love the Lighthouse.”

Coritz spent most of her work life facilitating
wonderful experiences for an untold multitude of

tourists and residents of South Jersey.

“You grow to love it and there is something new everyday.

That’s what kept it interesting,” said Coritz.
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Steve Dodson

2026 Pauline S. Miller

Lifetime Achievement Award
for Ocean County History

By Pat Johnson

Tuckerton resident and historian Steve Dodson has
been chosen to receive the 2026 Pauline S. Miller
Lifetime Achievement Award for Ocean County
History. Dodson was nominated for the award by the
triumvirate presidents of the Tuckerton Historical
Society (THS): Kate Cortese, Connie Woolson and
Cynthia Coritz because of his ongoing generosity in
supporting the THS with his research and writings.
Dodson gives the proceeds of his many books to the
Society and Museum. Dodson also serves as the

chronicler of Tuckerton History for THS.

Dodson edited 17 soft-bound books from articles he
culled from various early newspapers such as the NJ
Courier of Toms River and The Tuckerton Beacon—

other books bring his opus to 20 or more.

When interviewed Dodson was self-effacing of his
achievement, saying, “I loved doing it-- and the work is

its own reward.”

“'m a failed fiction writer,” said Dodson. “I was
ambitious, | wanted to write novels and become
famous... I studied and put a lot of effort into it and at
the end of seven years I looked at my body of work and
I hadn’t created one memorable character or coherent
story. I wondered, ‘So, what else can I do?” Well, I love
history as much as I love literature-- telling historical

stories is storytelling based on fact ...”

Dodson became interested in Tuckerton history when
he became aware of a litctle—known local legend of the
‘Seven Foot Indians.’ In 1893 the twin Jillson Brothers,

Arthur and Alfred, allegedly plowed up a cache of

Dodson, 2026. Photo credit: Pat Johnson.

bones on their farm close to the bay in Little Egg
Harbor. Accounts in early newspapers vary from
seventeen skeletons to thirty and some seemed to be

seven-feet call.

Dodson’s obsessive hunt for the truth of the story led to
his first published piece, Tuckerton’s Race of Giant Men
—An Historical Mystery. The article can be found on the

THS website under Historical articles.

“I loved that I would call down to the Smithsonian and
that Dr. David Hunt, the head of anthropology

collections, would talk to me. I thought that was cool.”
“Then I kept going.”

His next project was publishing The Price Sisters Diaries

—Florence and Eleanor Price, 1905 and 1915-1921 that
also included Sarah Thomson’s Journal, 1809. Dodson
was working in the Acme where he often chatted with
local real estate agent Granville Price. “He knew I was
interested in history and he kept saying he would show

me his aunts’ diaries from the early 1900s. When he

finally did, I thought, ‘This is a book.”

By this time Dodson was mining local history

contained in the Tuckerton Historical Society’s
Giffordtown Schoolhouse Museum. The president at
the time was Barbara Bolton and she and the members
decided to publish Dodson’s edited version of The

Price Sisters’ Diaries.

“It’s funny, you get emotionally involved when working
with diaries—for a Couple of years | put flowers on

Eleanor’s grave on her birthday.”

OUT & ABOUT | 9



His next project was co-publishing Leah Blackman’s Old
Times and Other Writings with THS. Blackman’s first
book History of Little Egg Harbor (1880) “was the heart

and soul of the area’s history,” said Dodson, as it chronicled

Tuckerton history and the genealogies of the first families.

Old Times and Other Writings are day-to-day accounts of

life in pre-industrial South Jersey. “She took the time to
write it all down — the houses, the schools, women’s work

and her attempts to get educated,” said Dodson.

“I think she was a disagreeable person--she was unhappy
with her lot in life. But this was at a time when you had to
make everything yourself—Men work from sun to sun but
women’s work was never done.” In spite of her workload,
she found time to educate herself and became an absolute

champion of our regional history.

“After Leah I was on a diary kick—I did Bella Haywood’s
from West Creek and Jenny Pharo’s written in the 19308
but what I really wanted were male diaries and couldn’t
find anything. Then I found the diary of Paul Warren of
Waretown. He was 15 years old and his father was a
captain of a dredge in New York City and he talked about
the 1888 snowstorm where the drifts were up to second

story windows. That diary is part of a bigger book I edited

emnat of Benjamin 5. Cox 1907 - 1908 *The Voyage
{Three'Beach Haven Captains Sailto Florida]
Gletters of Captain Thomas Bond {LBl Hotelier and

Steve Dodson
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containing Charles Russell Horner’s columns, The Old
Timer, published in The Beacon. He wrote about being
a baymen in the early 1930s up to the 1950s in Barnegat
Bay and Little Egg Harbor.”

The Beach Haven Library had diaries written in the
1800s by Captain Thomas Bond. “His diary was very
succinct—he was crazy about waterfowl hunting,” said
Dodson. That diary is included in The History of Long
Beach Island by Jesse Coole. When he could no longer
find interesting diaries, Dodson advertised in the
newspaper that he was looking for diaries and letters.
Tom Applegate from Little Egg Harbor had a series of
family letcers.

“I particularly liked his grandmother’s letters, she was
funny—uneducated, bawdy and she would draw
pictures too—the letters span before, during and after
the Great Depression and were published as ‘A

Tuckerton Family During the Great Depression.”

When he ran out of diaries and letters he started
compiling news accounts that were in the puhiic
domain—starting with New Jersey Courier published

in Toms River from 1852 to 1917.

“I love the early accounts, the earlier the better. The
Beacon started in 1889 but The Beacon lost a few early

decades when they converted them to microfilm.”

The collection spans the years 1852 to 1987. Dodson’s
wife, Linda did the typing for most of them. “I would
select the articles and cut them out and put them in
order and then she would type them. Linda was an

executive secretary and says she finds typing relaxing.”

Dodson’s friend, Joe Harness, got the newspaper books
onto Amazon. All the books sold locally, the proceeds
go to the Giffordtown Museum (headquarters of the
Tuckerton Historical Society.)

For now, Dodson has shelved his editing and
publishing interests and has picked up metal detecting
as his latest compulsion. Perhaps you will see him as
the weather warms on Long Beach Island, searching the

sand for lictle treasures.



Senator Robert W. Singer:

2026 Lila W. Thompson Legislative Recognition Award

“NJ Senator Robert W. Singer (R-30) is remarkable, he is
the best persuasive speaker in Ocean County pubiic
service,” said Ocean County Cultural and Heritage
Commissioner Tim Hart. “He has done a great job for
the arts and history. One example is his advocacy for
millions of state money in historic preservation grants
for Georgian Court University.” Georgian Court is the
former George Jay Gould Estate in Lakewood and is a

National Historic Landmark.

“He is very tenacious for Ocean County, He’s Mr. Ocean

County,” said Hart.

Singer passes out challenge coins stating that he is the

“Dean of the Senate.”

Because of his long-standing public service, he was
chosen to be only the second person to receive the Lila
W. Thompson Legislative Recognition Award. The
Ocean County Cultural and Heritage Commission
created the award to give special recognition to those
clected to represent the people of Ocean County in our
NJ legislature. The award is named after the first women
to represent Ocean County in the 1egisiature (1924, ‘25)

and was a champion for Ocean County.

Robert
represents the 3oth District in the New Jersey State

New Jersey State Senator W.  Singer
Legislature comprised of parts of Ocean and
Monmouth Counties and is in his thirty-second year
in the New Jersey State Legislature. He is a member
of the Republican Party and serves as Republican

Conference Leader in the New Jersey Senate.

Singer is the senior ranking member of the Senate

Health, Human Services and Senior Citizens
Committee and is a member of the Senate Higher
Education Committee. His district 30 includes Avon
by the Sea, Belmar, Farmingdale, Howell, Lake

Como, Lakewood and Wall.

The legislator served as a member of the Lakewood
Township Committee for thirty years, retiring in

2010.

Singer has also served as a member of the New Jersey-

Isracl Commission. The lawmaker was also appointed

Above: Senator Robert Singer (center) conducting

4 press conference.

Photo credit: Seantor Singer’s Office.
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to the Advisory Council on Arthritis, the Governor's
Advisory Council on HIV/AIDS and Related Blood-
Borne Pathogens and the New Jersey Advisory
Council on End-of-Life Care.

Additionally, Senator Singer was designated Jewish
War Veterans of the United States of America

National Legislative Officer for 2011-2012.

Senator Singer's civic affiliations include Chairman
of the Lakewood Municipal Utility Authority,
Vice- Chairman of the Ocean County Board of
Health and a Member of the Board of Directors of

the Monmouth-Ocean Development Council.

Deputy Mayor of Lakewood Menasche Miller said
Senator Singer, “has a very close relationship with his
constituency. He’s always there to advocate for them.

He takes it very seriously.”

When asked about receiving the Lila W. Thompson
Legislative Recognition Award, Seantor Singer
remarked, “this awards makes me feel as I'm doing
something to make a difference as an elected official.
In little ways, I think I make a difference and want to
continue to make that difference for people in the

state and certainly people in my district.”

OUT & ABOUT | 12




SUNDAY
JUNE
14

THURSDAY
JULY
2

FRIDAY
JULY
3

SATURDAY
JULY
4

SUNDAY
OCTOBER
4

SATURDAY
OCTOBER
10

THURSDAY
NOVEMBER
12

SUNDAY
DECEMBER
6

250™ ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION
MAJOR EVENTS 2026

THE ISLAND SINGERS PRESENT: UNITED THROUGH SONG
Begins at 4:00 PM @ St. Thomas Lutheran Church, 135 Salmon St., Brick Twp., NJ

Free Choral Concert with a Chamber Orchestra & an outstanding patriotic arrangement!

STARS & STRIPES SPECTACULAR: PATRIOTIC CONCERT & DRONE SHOW

Beagins at 7:30 PM @ Parks Administration, 1198 Bandon Rd, Toms River, New Jersey

Listen to the dynamic 25-piece Orchestra led by Wilbur Whitman, then be dazzled by drones!

WAWA WELCOME AMERICA PRESENTS: SALUTE TO INDEPENDENCE PARADE

11:00 AM @ in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania

We'll be representing Ocean County with our Traveling 250 Trailer! Watch us on TV!

250 CELEBRATION: RINGING FROM SEA TO SHINING SEA
1.00 PM - 3:00 PM @ The Ocean County Court House in Toms River, New Jersey

for more information, visit: https://bells.org/us-semiguincentennial-bell

BOBBY HORTON: PATRIOT SONGS OF THE AMERICAN REVOLUTION
3:00 PM - 4:30 PM @ Ocean County College in Toms River, New Jersey

for more information, visit: https://www.siegelartist.com/bobby-horton

248" DEFENSE OF LITTLE EGG HARBOR
9:00 AM - 3:00 PM @ South Pulaski Bivd & Kosciusko Way, Little Egg Harbor, New Jersey

for more information, visit: https://littleegghistory.org/

COUNTDOWN TO INDEPENDENCE PRESENTATION
11:00 AM - 12:30 PM @ Ocean County Court House in Toms River, New Jersey
Join US!

244™ ANNIVERSARY OF THE AFFAIR AT CEDAR BRIDGE TAVERN
9:00 AM - 4:00 PM @ Cedar Bridge Tavern Historic Site in Barnegat, New Jersey
Join US!

ALL EVENTS SUBJECT TO CHANGE WITHOUT NOTICE.

OUT & ABOUT |
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The American Revolution in
Ocean County Documentary Series

New Jersey has been described as the Crossroads of
the American Revolution since it lies between the
ports of New York and Philadelphia but the
important events that occurred in Ocean County

have often been overlooked. That is soon to change.

The Ocean County Cultural
and Heritage ~Commission
received a $148,864 Battlefield
Preservation Planning Grant
from the National Parks
Service to create an American
Revolution in Ocean County
Trail. Preservation Planning
Grants are the American
Battlefield Protection
Program's broadest and most
inclusive grant  program,
promoting the stewardship of
battlefields and sites of armed

conflict on American soil.

The grant will result in six
interpretive signs at the six

most  significant  sites  of

By Pat Johnson and Catherine McLearen

American Revolution in Ocean County: Oceanzs0.0rg

“This is a great opportunity to put our revolutionary
history on the map,” said Ocean County Cultural and

Heritage Commission Division Director Tim Hart.

The project is central to
Ocean  County’s  ongoing
effort to  address  the
responses and contributions
of the people of Ocean
County in the forging of the
new nation. The National
Park Service attributes 296
significant military
engagements in addition to
hundreds of lesser-known
skirmishes to New Jersey
during the American
Revolution, making it the
most conflict-ridden colony
of the war. New Jersey’s
strategic location along the
Atlantic Coast between the

ports of New York and

conflict during the Affair at Egg Harbor dramatization. Philadelphia earned its

Revolutionary War in what is Photo credit: Oak Leaf Media

today Ocean County: The Long Beach Massacre, The
Manahawkin Skirmish, The Toms River Blockhouse
Fight, The Aftair at Cedar Bridge, The Affair at Egg
Harbor, and the Death of John Bacon.

Each sign will include a QR code that will link to a
short documentary film produced by Oak Leaf
Media. The documentaries will also be available on
the Ocean County YouTube page and a special

website dedicated to the commemoration of the

OUT & ABOUT | 14

reputation as the “Crossroad

of the American Revolution.” Village ports were vital
centers for ship building, information trading, and the
transporting of goods and people. Notorious for the
shifting shoals of the Jersey Shore leading to shallow
backchannels in the Pinelands, the region was
dominated by skilled loyalist, patrior, and other
advantageous privateers during the Revolution — what
British General Clinton called a “nest of rebel pirates.”

They led devastating raids destroying places of industry,


http://ocean250.org/

seizing valuable goods, and ambushing encampments.

The abundance of natural resources in the Pinelands
made forges and furnaces strategic regional industries
where munitions for the Continental Army were
manufactured. With many turning points waged in
New Jersey, George Washington also famously spent
more time here than in any other colony during the
war. Historical interpretation of the American
Revolution in New Jersey gives much due attention to

the

Monmouth, at the expense of scholarship on the

major Battles of Trenton, Princeton, and

experiences of the diverse and bicterly divided
population in the southern half of the colony who

would see most of New Jersey’s conflict.

Top: Stockton University researching sunken Revolutionary

Mullica River.
Middle: Documentary title sequence.
Bottom: Cedar Bridge Tavern Historic Site.

Photo credit: Oak Leaf Media.

What is today Ocean County (then part of Monmouth
and Burlington Counties until 1850 and 1890 respectively)
experienced a deep societal split during the American
Revolution that manifested as a bitter civil war with the
population split between Quakers, loyalists, and patriots.
The people of Ocean County seized the chaos and
uncertainty of war as an opportunity to challenge existing
structures. Loosely organized gangs and irregular troops of
loyalists known as “pine robbers” operated guerrilla
warfare from the densely forested and swampy Pinelands.
Patriots wreaked revenge for pillaging, murder, and even
petty infractions through the unofficial Association of

Retaliation.

Inspired by the Dunmore Proclamation, formerly enslaved
New Jersians fought for their freedom as loyalists. The
frequently altering forces of occupation at the “crossroads”

the the
population to regularly shift while many hid cheir 10yalties

influenced purported allegiances among
altogether to avoid harsh consequences inflicted at the

hands of neighbors and occupying forces.

In fact, a significant amount of New Jersey’s violence took
place after Yorktown despite the textbook cessation of
hostilities, as the deeply rooted divisions between
neighbors  came to define the living memory of
communities. The purpose of this project is to interpret
the historic relevancy of Ocean County’s civil war
experience during the American Revolution to engage the
public in the complex lived experience of the many diverse
communities and individuals in this time and place. This

address

allegiances were motivated at times by personal grudges,

ongoing commemorative project will how

opportunity, moral conviction, or retaliation.

Oak Leaf Media is working now on dramatizing the major
battles and skirmishes that occurred in Ocean County.
“We feel that this is a legacy project that will live past the
Semiquincentennial,” said Brendan Walsh, partner Oak

Leaf Media.

OUT & ABOUT | 15



“The coast was really the frontline of the
American Revolution as this was the

supply line for the Patriots,” he added.

Oak Leaf is using multiple cameras,
drones, and animation plus interviews
with historians to tell the stories in a |
dramatic way, “We used the same
reenactors, the Jersey Grays, that Ken
Burns used in his documentary series of

the Revolutionary War,” said Walsh.

Oak Leaf Media grew out of a high school
friendship of three video ‘nerds’ at
Pinelands Regional—Walsh, Kyle Griffin,
and Dave Niziolek.

“My partners and I started making little home movies. In
high school every project was a video. This was 2004. Kyle
lived on Oak Lane (in Little Egg Harbor) and that's where
the name came from. After high school we all went our
separate ways. | went to the art school in Pittsburgh, Kyle
went to the art school in Philadelphia and Dave started a
recording studio. Of all the founders, I credit Dave for
turning us into a business.” This is their tenth year in

business.

“It was our dream to tell great stories for TV and movies
and Dave and I have never let go of that dream. We have
been C]acking keyboards for better than six years. We
have 20 finished screenplays and the story structure for

an additional 20 to 30 movies and TV shows.”

” ,‘ 7 Photo credit: Oak Leaf Media

.

A
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Photo credit: Oak Leaf Media

Each success has built on the next. They did a

documentary feature “The Opyster Farmers,” with
help from the Jetty Company. Then they got a grant
from the Southern Ocean Chamber of Commerce to
do commercials for Ocean County. Next, they
partnered with director/producer Jon Cohen on a
series “Just Beneath the Surface” about the Long

Beach Island area.

“Then Dana Lancelotti worked in tourism and she
got us hooked in with Tim Hart, director of the
Ocean County Cultural and Heritage Commission.
All our opportunities came on the back of being able
to survive,” said Walsh.

Walsh also thanks their first intern Kamryn Barr who
had a project to write a full-length movie for Oak
Leaf’s first narrative feature film they wrapped up in

March.

The documentaries on the Revolutionary War sites
are moving ahead. “I look at this product as a large
legacy project———something people will probably see
and talk about way past the 250th celebration.”

Visit Oceanzso.org for updates on the American
Revolution in Ocean County and to view the

documentaries in the fall of 2026.


http://ocean250.org/

The Ocean County Teen Arts Festival is proudly hosted
by the Jay and Linda Grunin Center for the Arts at
Ocean County College. The festival is cosponsored by
the Ocean County Board of Commissioners through the

Ocean County Cultural & Heritage Commission.

Held in mid-March, the Ocean County Teen Arts
Festival invites high school students to showcase their
artistic talents to their peers, receive professional
feedback from adjudicators, and participate in free
cross-disciplinary workshops on campus. Top students
from each category are nominated to participate at the

New Jersey State Teen Arts Festival. The Ocean County

Cultural & Heritage Commissioners evaluate those
adjudicated for excellence and pick finalists to showcase
at the Salute to Ocean County. The Commission supports
the students by providing an award of $650 per awardee.
Additionally, several Ocean County high schools receive
$1,000 each to produce documentaries on the Salute to
Ocean County awardees. Lacey Township High School
was selected to receive an award of an additional $1,000
for the best production in the documentary category for
their production on the Affair ac Egg Harbor for the
Special Award of Merit. The following schools were

selected for outstanding achievement:

Visual Arts:
Jackson High School -
Caught Red Handed by Parker Wolf

Student Film:
Pinelands Regional High School - Land Down Under

Dance:
Grunin Performing Arts Academy

Vocal:
Pinelands Regional High School -
Chansons- “The Subway”

Instrumental:
Barnegat Jazz Band Ensemble

Creative Writing:
Point Pleasant Borough High School-
The Train to Hell by Ashlynne Goble

Large Theater:

Pinelands Regional High School -

“The March (We Demand Equality)” from Suffs the
Musical

Caught Red Handed by Parker Wolf

OUT & ABOUT | 17
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https://teenartsnj.org/

2026 LBI ARTIST STUDIO TOUR

it

STUDIO TOUR

SAVE THE DATE! —

This event is a FREE sel--guided tour of local artist studios and galleries.
Visit 30+ artists in their studios, homes, galleries and group venues on Long Beach Island.
Visit Ibiartists.com for more information, free map and links to participating arfists & galleries.
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Light House Marina by Eric Van Der Vlugt

Barnegat Light Mile Swim
by Catherine Rush

Birth of a Nation in Harvey Cedars
by John Vlahakis

OUT & ABOUT | 20



July 4" Sub in Loveladies by
Michael Golden

Flag & Crow in Barnegat
Light by L. Ramsay

1

OUT & ABOUT | 21



Important Dates

| =
— L AT,

NS— Artwork Drop-Off
Wednesday
June 3rd

AGE-FRIENDLY

We're excited to announce the
2026 Annual Senior Citizen Art Show,
hosted at Ocean County College! 10am to 2pm

This special event celebrates the creativity of Ocean Art Show Viewing
County residents aged 60 and older. June 8 - June 25

ﬁ 8am to 5pm (M-F)

*Closed June 19

Awards Ceremony

Friday, June 26
1pmto 3pm

. Artwork Pick-Up
m:: Scanthe QR code to be taken to our website! Friday, June 26 after

show or Monday
June 29
(10am to 2pm)

Online Registration Is Preferred

Visit: https://bit.ly/4t2KSmc
for more information & to register!
If you are unable to do online registration, please call
Charity, County Art Coordinator for more details at
732-929-2091

Registration closes May 22, 2026

OCEAN COUNTY COLLEGE

You can review the Art Show Flyer and Entry MEDRSes Biie
Toms River, NJ

Guidelines on our website. If you have questions, call iaviani Linda Crpin
732-929-2091 and ask for Charity. Performing Arts Academy
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Society of Friends: The Barnegat Quakers

By Pat Johnson

the porch of the Barnegat Meeting House. Photo credit: Pat Johnson

“Some people think Quakers belong to history but we are very much alive,”

said Agnes Maderich, an attendee at the Barnegat Quaker Meeting House.

The congregation may be small, a dozen or so souls,
but it is faicthful. The Barnegat Meeting House on East
Bay Avenue is the oldest building in Barnegat, dating
to 1767. It is a small, unassuming building surrounded
by a rock wall and a cemetery. Sean Kinnevy, clerk of
the Little Egg Harbor Quaker Meeting House, joined
Maderich and Barnegat Quaker Fred Behm for a

discussion one Sunday after ‘Meeting,’

“We have meeting houses —not churches,” said Kinnevy.
“At first they would meet in houses or outside. Meeting

houses were built to keep people out of the weather.”

“And the term Quaker was a derogatory word,” said
Maderich. “They were called Quakers because people
said that Friends would become so excited by what they
wanted to share in meeting, they would shake in
anticipation of telling it. So Quakers, being Quakers,
said “Well we will take that derogatory word and turn it

around.”

Members and attendees are known as Friends and

attend The Society of Friends.

According to Kinnevy, most of New Jersey was settled
by Quakers. “They originally came to America from
England for religious freedom but the Puritans
persecuted them in New England. Quakers first

settled along the Delaware in West Jersey in Salem

City-before Philadelphia was established.”

In 1699 the Andrews Brothers, Edward and Mordecai
settled in what's known today as Tuckerton. They
builc a gristmill and sawmill and took goods overland

to Mount Holly.

Edward Andrews donated the land for the Little Egg
Harbor Meeting and the first Meeting House was
built in 1709, replaced in 1863 and still stands off
Main Street.

In 1759, Levi Cranmer and Timothy Ridgeway

purchased 500 acres in Barnegat and in 1770 deeded

OUT & ABOUT | 23



over to the Friends one and a quarter acre of land on
which the Barnegat Meeting House had been buile.
“Quakers also paid the Lenape for land,” said Kinnevy.

Englishman George Fox started the Society of Friends.
In the 1650s there was a lot of turmoil in England—the
Civil War, then the invention of printing press made
the bible available to people. George Fox broke away
from the Anglican Church— a church established by
King Henry VIII who persecuted the Catholics.

“Fox believed in the teachings of Jesus: love God, love
your neighbor. As a teenager, he traveled around
England carrying his bible and talked to priests,
Anglicans and regular people looking for the truth. The
original name was The Society of the Friends of Truth,”

said Kinnevy.

“Fox believed you could directly communicate with God
in your own way. In the 1680s there was a law that you
had to belong to a religion—if you were going to
university you had to have a religion and go to church
on Sunday. That’s when they called it The Religious

Society of Friends.”

Originally, the Society of Friends gathered for silent

worship, what we might call meditation,” said Kinnevy.

OUT & ABOUT | 24

Today there is a wide variety of belief and ways of
worship within the Quaker religion. “Quakerism has a
lot in common with Eastern religions especially
Buddhism, and the Native Americans belief there is God
in everything. God has a lot of ideas. God is spirit, God
is truth. Jesus taught the kingdom of God is within you.

There is no doctrine,” he said.

During the Revolutionary War, Quakers tried to remain
neutral, said Kinnevy. “People were divided between
Loyalists and Patriots. It was a Civil War. In general,
Quakers were loyal to the establishment. Jesus didn’c try
to overthrow the Romans. But it was left up to
individuals conscious. Some did fight and some were
‘read out of meeting’ which is to say they were no longer

part of the meeting.”

Gladys Cox, a prominent Barnegat Quaker wrote in 1975
that the Cranmers and Ridgways ran extensive salt

works:

“The main contribution to the struggling Continental cause
was the manufacture of salt. The salt was sent to market both
in New York and Philadelphia, and much of it found its way
to the army. As Quakers they were often harassed by refugee
bands, and the salt works were frequently destroyed. Later
some of them were subjected to heavy fines and taxation

because of their lack of patriotic fervor.”

As merchants, “Quakers were known for

their added
Maderich. And they are still devoted to

honesty and  integrity,”

peace and simplicity.

The Barnegat Religious Society of Friends
meets on Sunday at 10 am. at 614 East Bay
Avenue and everyone is welcome. The Little
Egg Harbor Friends Meeting at 21 East Main
Street in Tuckerton is open on Sunday at
10:30 a.m. They welcome all seckers.

Inside the Barnegat Meeting House.

Photo credit: Pat Johnson
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2026 Art&
History Grants /.

)

COMMISSION

Commissioner Robert S. Arace is happy to
announce a total $240,000 in grant funding will be
awarded to 29 (16 arts and 13 historical) Ocean
County arts and heritage organizations in 2026
through a highly competitive, peer reviewed
application process. Each year, the Ocean County
Cultural & Heritage Commission offers funding to
Ocean County based non-profit arts and heritage
organizations, units of local government, and
institutions of higher education secking to provide
quality arts and history programming and services

to the public.

The following organizations received a total of
$90,000 in grant awards from Ocean County
Cultural & Heritage Commission’s County History
Partnership Program Grant towards General

Operating or Special Project Support in FY 2026:

Barnegat Bay Maritime Museum ($7,400)
Barnegat Historical Society ($7,000)

Berkeley Township Historical Society ($ 9,400)
Borough of Ship Bottom ($5,000)

*John F. Peto Studio Museum ($10,800)
Lakewood Historical Society ($5,300)

*LBI Historical Association ($9,500)

Museum of NJ Maritime History ($5,000)

Navy Lakehurst Historical Society ($8,100)
Stafford Township Historical Society ($7,500)
Toms River Business Development Corp. ($5,000)
Toms River Township (Senior Center) ($5,000)
Tuckerton Historical Society ($5,000)

* Citation of Excellence

These organizations will receive funding this year
from a grant administered by the Ocean County
Cultural & Heritage Commission from funds granted
by the New Jersey Historical Commission, a division

of the Department of State.

The following arts organizations received a total of
$150,000 in grant awards from the Ocean County
Cultural & Heritage Commission’s Local Arts
Program Grant towards General Operating or

Special Project support in FY 2026:

Arc of Ocean County ($5,000)

Borough of Ship Bottom ($2,500)

*Brick Children’s Community Theatre ($17,200)
Island Singers ($8,000)

Jewish Federation of Ocean County ($5,000)
*John F. Peto Studio Museum ($17,600)
Laurelcon Art Society ($5,500)
LighthouseInternational Film Festival ($13,100)
NJ Rising Stars, Inc. ($5,000)

Ocean County Artist’s Guild ($14,000)

Ocean Professional Theatre Company ($12,900)
Pine Shores Art Association ($16,000)

Stafford TownshipHistorical Society ($2,500)
Toms River Artist Community ($15,700)

Toms River Business Development Corp. ($5,000)
Toms River Township (Senior Center) ($5,000)

* Citation of Excellence

These grants are given to local groups in order to
support, promote, and develop the arts in Ocean
County. The Local Arts Program Grant is made
possible in part by a grant administered by the Ocean
County Cultural & Heritage Commission from funds

granted by the New Jersey State Council on the Arts.

For more information regarding the grant program, contact the Ocean County Cultural & Heritage

Commission at 732-929-4779, visit their website at WWW.Co.ocean.nj.us/cultural/index.htm, or email

culturalheritage@co.ocean.nj.us.
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2027 Local Arts &

History Program
Grant Applications
Available This

Summer

Grant applications become available in August. Grants are offered oy AT e
P\egl‘antees ﬂttend 2025 (,DL[I]tClO\Vﬂ to Re\"olution.

in SpCCial Project Support and General Operating Supp0Tt- These Photo credit: Ocean County Public Information.
grants are competitively awarded based on project/program merit . -
and other criteria. Grants do not need to be matched by the
organization for Fiscal Year 2027 thanks to rules from the New
Jersey State Council on the Arts and New Jersey Historical

Commission.

Contact the Ocean County Cultural & Heritage Commission
office at (732) 929 — 4779, or at culturalheritage@co.ocean.nj.us for
more information, or to request an app]ication at your carliest
convenience. More information on the FY 2027 applications will
be available on our website at: co.ocean.nj.us/ch/frmGrants.aspx in

August.
Banegat Bay)}l\—/u[aitime useum B:at Shop.
Important dates for FY27 Local Arts / History Grants: Photo credit: Brian Crockett.

Grant Information Workshop:
Wednesday, August 5, 2026, 3:00 or 7:00 PM

Application Deadline:
Wednesday, September 9, 2026, 5:00 PM

Ocean County Vendor? Register your organization here:

ocgvss.co.ocean.nj.us/webapp/VSSPROD/AltSelfService

Cr 7 NEW JERSEY 2

SLE LS
COMMISSION

& ./.

Quilts of Valor project.

Photo Credit: Seaport Stitchers.

b, 4
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Alternate
Sponsorship Program

The Ocean County Cultural & Heritage
Commission offers a variety of capacity building
opportunities to non-profits and to date, has
awarded over $3.2 million in grants. The Ocean
County Cultural & Heritage Commission has

announced $240,000 in grant awards for 2026.

An additional $38,000 is available for 2026 through
the Alternate Sponsorship Program for Art and
History projects. The program offers reimbursable
sponsorships, a rolling deadline throughout the
year, simplified request process, and short time
frame from request to award. Limited funds are still

available in 2026.

Total Funds Available for Art-based projects:

$20,000
Maximum awards:
$1,000 OT $2,000
Total Funds Available for History—based projects:

$18,000

Maximum Award:

$1,000 or $2,000

géjx“w JERSEY /2
LA

COMMISSION

Be sure to read the updated FY 2026 Guidelines in

full before submitting your application.

For complete guidelines for the Alternate
Sponsorship Program, visit the Ocean County

Cultural & Heritage Commission website:
co.ocean.nj.us/OC/ch/frmAlternateSponsorship.aspx

Applications and reporting are available online!
Please follow directions on the Cultural & Heritage

website and in the guidelines.

The Ocean County Cultural & Heritage
Commission’s other resources and support for the

cultural community include:

® Local Arts Program and County History
Partnership Program grants

* professional development workshops

e technical assistance

* publicity and publication

* partnerships

* co-sponsorships

* professional consulting

® access to national memberships

e STEPs assistance

* recognition through awards

The Ocean County Cultural & Heritage Commission receives grants from both the New Jersey Council

on the Arts and the New Jersey Historical Commission in the Department of State.
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Carousel of Music
2026

Ocean County Parks
& Recreation Admmlstratlon

Offi
1198 Bandon Road
Toms River
*Fridays - Start time 6:30pm*

Steppin Out
une 26

Stars & Stripes Spectacular:
Wilbur Wittemann Patriotic Band
& Drone Show (7:30pm Start)
Thursday, July 2

Piano Man Meets Rocket Man
July 3

70s Rock Parade
July 10

80s Revolution
July 17

The Chiclettes
July 24

Fleeiwomslj Mac Experuence
uly 3

Sensational Soul Cruisers
August 7

The Kootz Band
August 14

Underwater Airlines
August 21

Mushmouth
August 28

Erich Cawalla & The Uptown Band
September 4

Ocean County Library
101 Washm ton Street
Toms River
*Thursdays - Start Time 6:30pm*

Toms River Municipal Band
July 2

Toms River Municipal Band
July 16

RB Express
July 23

Toms River Municipal Band
July 30

Sentimental Jourﬂ%y Big Band
August

Toms River Municipal Band
August 13

Wilbur Wittemann Big Band
August 20

Brass Tacks
August 27

Veterans Park
489 Forest Hills Parkway
Berkeley Townshi 7p
*Wednesdays - Start Time 7:30pm*

Super TransAm
July 1
Austin City Nights
July 15

Alotta Colada
Saturday, August 1 4-8pm
Step by Ste

Aggugf 12p

Garden State Radio
August 26

Gille Park
102 Manchester Ave.
Forked River

*Tuesdays - Start Time 6:30pm*

Exit 102
July 28

Shallow Green
August 25

Heritage Gazebo
Bay Blvd., Lavallette
*Sunday - Start Time 7pm*
USA 250th Anniversary
Patriotic Big Band
Sunday, August 23

Waterfront Park
10th Street & Shore Ave.
Ship Bottom
*Thursdays - Start time 6:30pm*

Simmerr
July 2
Pure Petty
July 9
Danny's 52nd Street Band
July 16
Tequila Rose band
July 23
The Counterfeiters Band
July 30
The Pickles Band
August 6
Verdict
August 13
Dread Pilot Roberts
August 20
Rated R Band
August 27

Triple Rail Turn
September 3

Bring a Blanket or Beach Chair...See our website for more www.oceancountyparks.org

Brought to you by the Ocean County Board of Commissioners

Robert S. Arace — Chairman of Parks and Recreation

Jennifier Bacchione, Sam Ellenbogen, Ray Gormley, and Frank Sadeghi
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BARNEGAT TOWNSHIP
609-698-0080 X122
www.barnegat.net/

Barnegat Municipal Dock at 6:30
PM

Saturdays, June 6 - August 29.

BARNEGAT LIGHT
609-494-9196
WWW.barnegatlight.org

Bay Breeze Park at 7:00 PM
Mondays, July 13 - August 31.

BERKELEY TOWNSHIP
732-269-4456

twp.berkeley.nj.us

Wednesdays, 7:30pm ;]uly 1, 15,
Saturday, 4-8pm ; August 1, 12, 26

BRICK TOWNSHIP
732-262-1044
www.bricknj.gov/
Windward Beach Park at
7:00 PM

Thursdays; July 2 - 23.

HARVEY CEDARS
BOROUGH

609-361-6000
www.harveycedars.org

Sunset Park at 6:30 PM
Wednesdays, July 8 - August 12.
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LAVALLETTE BOROUGH
7327937477
www.lavallette.org/concerts.heml
Heritage Gazebo at 7:00 PM
Sundays, July 5 - August 30.

MANCHESTER TOWNSHIP
732-657-8121
www.manchestertwp.com
Harry Wright Lake at 6:00 PM.
Wednesdays, July 8, 22; August

5 19
STAFFORD TOWNSHIP

609-597-1000
staffordhistory.org/concert.html

Manahawkin Lake Park at 6:30 PM

Mondays, July 6 - August 31.

SEASIDE PARK BOROUGH
732779373700
heep://www.seasideparknj.org
Police Station Lawn between
sth & 7th Avenues at 7:30 PM
Mondays, June 29 - August 24.

SHIP BOTTOM BOROUGH
609-494-2171
www.shipbottom.org
Waterfront Park, roth St. &
Shore Ave. at 6:30 PM
Thursdays July 2- Sept. 3.

NOTE:

Check with venue for confirmation
of time, conditions, date, etc.
Listings are abridged from
organizational information and may

lack full details.

Subject to change without notice.

44th Old Time
Barnegat Bay
Decoy & Gunning Show
2026

Barnegat Bay's Most Celebrated Folk Life Festivall

Free Admission! Rain or Shine!

M Stanley “ip” Seu&man County Park i

Tuckerton Seaport
Tuckerton, New Jersey
Saturday, Sept. 26, 7 AM - 5 PM
Sunday, Sept. 27, 7 AM - 4 PM

For more information: (609) 971-30856
Wells Mills County Park | oceancountypar

Bro
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Swmmey, Frody

NOTE: Check with venue for confirmation of time, conditions, date, cost, etc. Listings are abridged from

organizational information and may lack full details. Subject to change without notice.

Ocean County Parks &

Recreation Department
732-506-9090
hteps://www.oceancountyparks.org/

Summer Picnic Party *

Thurs, June 25;5 PM - 8 PM.

John C. Bartlett Jr. County Park,
399 Brennan Concourse, Bayville
Live music & food truck (or pack a

picnic). Bring your blankets/chairs.

Touch-A-Truck *

Fri, June 26; 10 AM - 1 PM.

]akcs Branch County Park, 1100 Double
Trouble Rd, Beachwood

Kids can touch, get behind the wheel,

climb, explore, learn, and have fun!
Sensory friendly hour 10:00 am-11:00

am.

Stars & Stripes Spectacular: Patriotic
Concert & Drone Show *

Thurs, July 2, begins at 7:30 PM.

1198 Bandon Rd, Toms River, NJ
Wilbur Whitman leads a 25-piece
orchestra as we wait to be dazzled by a
drone show at dark! Bring your

blankets/chairs.

250 Celebration: Ringing from Sea to

Shining Sea *

Fri, July 4, 1 PM - 3 PM.

Ocean County Courthouse, 118
Washington St, Toms River, NJ 08753
Celebrate 250 years of the USA!
Starting with a public reading of the
Declaration of Independence, followed
by Bells Across America at 2:00 pm,
featuring participating bell choirs,

ringing together in unity!

* _ indicates FREE event

Ocean County Fair

Weds - Sat; July 15 - 19

Weds & Thurs; 5 PM - 11 PM.

Fri & Sat; 11 AM - 11 PM.

Sun, 1 AM - 5 PM.

Robert J. Miller Air Park, 901 Route
530, Berkeley Township, NJ 08721
732-914-9466 or
info@oceancountyfair.org

$10 admission/Free for kids under 1o.

Beach Ball Blast *

Thurs, July 23; 5:30 PM - 8:30 PM.
1198 Bandon Rd, Toms River, N]J
Music, food trucks, games, dancing,

crafts, and more! Bring your

blankets/chairs.

44th Annual Old Time Barnegat Bay

Decoy & Gunning Show *

Sat, Sept. 26; 7 AM - 5 PM &

Sun, Sept. 27; 7 AM — 4:30 PM.

Stanley “Tip” Seaman County Park, 120
Lakeside Dr (Rt 9), Tuckerton, 08087
Contests, carving demos, dock dogs,

family activities, art exhibit, & more!

Albert Music Hall

131 Wells Mills Rd, Waretown, N]J
08758

609-971-1593

WWW.alel”th ’A“.Ol’g

Saturday Night Shows

Every Saturday night; Doors 5:30 PM,
Show: 6 PM - 9 PM.

Enjoy Bluegrass, Country, Folk,
Americana, Old-Timey, & Pinelands
live music. Food for purchase, cash only
venue. Free parking & wheelchair

accessible. $6 adults / $1 kids < 12.

Rock Around the Pines Show

Sat, May 16; Doors 5:30 PM,

Show: 6:30 PM - 9 PM.

A 1950s themed show featuring Rock ‘n’
Roll, Rockabilly, & classic sounds of the
era. Food for purchase, cash only venue.

$6 adults / $1 kids < 12.

Outlaw Country Show

Sat, June 13; Doors 5:30 PM,

Show: 6:30 PM - 9 PM.

Celebrating the raw, independent spirit
of artists like Waylon Jennings, Willie
Nelson, Merle Haggard & more. Food
for purchase, cash only venue. $6 adults

/ $1 kids < 12.

Bluegrass Festival

Sat, ]uly 11; Doors 5 PM,

Evening Show: 6 PM - 9 PM
Afternoon workshops, activities, &
open jams, followed by an evening
show. Food for purchase, cash only
venue. Show: $6 adults / $1 kids < 12.

Pineystock 2

Sun, Aug. 9; Doors 1 PM, Show: 2 PM -
5 PM.

Turning back time to the Summer of
'69. Live music & good vibes in the
Jersey Pines. Hippie attire optional.
Food for purchase, cash only venue.

Members free, $10 adults / $1 kids < 12.

Solo Songwriters in the Pines *

Weds, Aug. 26; doors 6 PM, Show: 7
PM.

Featuring talented pcrformers with an

“in the round” format. Original songs &
the stories behind them. Food for

purchase, cash only venue.
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Barnegat PRIDE

PO Box 305,

Barnegat, NJ 08005
https://barnegatpride.com

info@barnegatpride.com

Harvey Cedars Activity Committee
Sunset Park, W. Salem Ave,
Harvey Cedars, NJ 08008
609-361-6000

https://www.harveycedars.org/

Barnegat Pride's 2nd Annual Pride

Festival *
Sat, June 6; 11:30 AM - 5 PM.
382 N Main St, Barnegat, NJ 08005

Live Music & shows, food for purchase,

& vendors all day!
$5 Suggested donation/bring a non-
perishable food donation.

Craft Day by the Bay

Sat, July 45 9 AM - 3 PM.
6o+ crafters. Something for everyone!
Food available for purchase.

Blue Claw Craft Show

Beach Haven Chamber of Commerce
P.O. Box 1093
Beach Haven, NJ 08008

beachhavenchamber@gmail.com

Sat, Aug 15; 10 AM -3 PM.
40+ craft vendors. Something for

everyone! Food available for purchase.

Beach Haven Art Walk *
Sat, May 30; 9 AM - 4 PM.
A fine arts & crafts festival along Bay

Ave from Pearl St to 8th St, the annual
Art Walk offers art for display & sale
to the public.

Downtown Toms River
Washington Street
732-341-8738

heeps://downtowntomsriver.com/

Downtown Night Out *

Every Fri & Sat night; May 29 - Oct. 17.
Downtown Toms River comes alive

with music, shopping, and more!

Toms River Pride *
Sat, June 13; 1 PM -7 PM.
Downtown Toms River shows off its

PRIDE in this inclusionary festival.

Summer in the Street *

Sat, July 18; 2 PM - 8 PM.

Celebrate summer, with live music,
handcraft & artisan vendors, food, &

family activities.
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Jay and Linda Grunin Center

for the Arts

Ocean County College, College Drive,
Toms River, NJ 08753

732-255-0400

Www.gruninccntcr.org

Raul Midén

Sat, May 16; 7 PM.

Gia Maione Prima Foundation Studio
Theatre (Building 12)
Singer-Songwriter combines smooth
folk, alt pop, & jazz masterfully.
Tickets $35.

Sentimental Journey Big Band

Sun, May 17; 3 PM.

Main Stage (Building 11A)

Bringing you the best of the Swing Era:

vocalist Altha Morton sings the jazzcd—
up versions ofcountry, pop, & R&B
hits.

Adule $28/Senior $24

@gleMania

Sat, June 20; 8§ PM.

Main Stage (Building 11A)

If you like The Eagles, you simply must
experience the world’s greatest Eagles
Tribute, EagleMania!

Orchestra $49/Mezzanine $45

Lerner and Loewe’s My Fair Lady

7 PM: ]uly 10, 11, 17, 18,

I I)M:July 12, 18, 19

Main Stage (Building 11A)

Lerner and Loewe’s award—winning
story of a cockney flower girl
transformed into an elegant lady is
widely considered one of the greatest
musicals of all time.

Adult $32/Senior $28/Student $24.

John F. Peto Studio Museum
102 Cedar Avenue, PO Box 102,
Island Heights, NJ 08732
732-929-4949

htep://www.petomuseum.org

Inspirations: A Global Cascade of

Influence

Now - Sun, Aug 30; Sat & Sun tours, 1
PM & 2:30 PM, book online or call.

A landmark collaboration with the
ANI Art Academies. This
international exhibition unites works
from ANT artists across five countries;
each created as a personal reflection
on what inspires them to create.
Adults $10/Seniors $8/children under
12/students: free.

2026 Summer Concert Series *
Undisputed: Fri, June 19; 7 PM - 9 PM.
The Kootz: Fri, July 17; 7 PM - 9 PM.
Please bring a chair & refreshments &

get ready to enjoy an evening of live

music!

2026 Peto Cup Fundraiser & Regatta
Fri, Aug. 7; 5:30 PM - 9:30 PM.

Toms River Yacht Club, 1464 Riviera
Ave, Toms River, NJ 08753

BBQ, Auctions, 50/50 Raffle, & Live
Music!

Advance Admission: $85/pp.
After July 27th, 2026: $100/pp.

Door Price: $100.


mailto:info@barnegatpride.com
mailto:beachhavenchamber@gmail.com
https://downtowntomsriver.com/
https://www.harveycedars.org/
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=http%3a%2f%2fwww.grunincenter.org%2f&c=E,1,DXffpNfNRbfJV-0F7o8zBmYDIlmY0YSTnFN-e4L1KUSd073jLQCYThQhxWT3DfUQoHwTOFvPJ0PBH8Cj32QjVS70Bjt6CnOOwgMR2sqBx9y-cg,,&typo=1

Lighthousc International Film Festival
Venue: Long Beach Island Foundation
of the Arts and Sciences

120 Long Beach Blvd

Long Beach Township, NJ 08008
609-494-1241
h_ttp://www.lighthouscf‘f.com/

Lighthouse International Film Festival

June 10 - 14; check schedules for times.
The LIFF, now in its 18th year, is
renowned for showcasing a diverse
lineup of independent films, fostering
emerging talent, & creating mcaningfui
connections between filmmakers &
audiences. Film Only Pass: $110; All
Access Pass: $160

Ceramic Wall Pockets
Tues, June 9; Tues, Ju]y 7; Tues, Aug. 4.
All classes: 3 PM -5 PM. Each: $60.

Ceramics: Raku for You

Eco-Printing on a Silk Pillowcase
Thurs, July 2 10 AM - 1:30 PM. $155.

Frame Loom Weaving
Tues, July 7; 11 AM — 2 PM. $8o.

Weds, June 10, 17, 24, ]uiy 1,8, 15; 10 AM —

2 PM. $500.

Ceramic Berry Bowl Mug

Tues, June 16; Tues, ‘]uly 14; Tues, Aug. 11.

All classes: 3 PM -5 PM. Each: $60.

Ceramic Fairy Houses

Thurs, June 18; 3 PM - 5 PM. $50.
Thurs, July 23; 5 PM —7 PM. $50.

Thurs, Aug. 20; 3 PM — 5 PM. $50.

Natural Dyeing and Handprinting for

Long Beach Island Foundation of the
Arts and Sciences

120 Long Beach Blvd

Long Beach Township, NJ 08008
609-494-1241
heeps://www.lbifoundation.org/

Ceramics: Intro to the Wheel

Session 1.

Thurs, May 14, 21, 28, June 4, June 11
Session 2

Thurs, June 18, 25, July 2, 9, 16.
Session 3_

Thurs, July 30, Aug 6, 13, 20, 27.
Session 4

Thurs, Sept 3, 10, 17, 24, Oct 1.

All sessions: 6 PM — &:30 PM. Each

session: $295.

Upcycled Patchwork Sweatshirt
Sat, May 16; 1 PM- 3 PM. $65.

Painc + Sip

Mon, May 18; Mon, ]uiy 20; Mon, Aug
17;

Mon, Sept 14. All classes: 4 PM — 6 PM.
Each: $45.

Glass Mosaic

Thurs, May 215 Thurs, June 18;
Thurs, July 16; Thurs, Aug 2o0.

All classes: 11 AM - 3 PM. Each: $70.

Beginners

Tues, June 23; 10 AM - 1:30 PM. $125.

Ceramic Gnome Alone

Tues, June 23; Tues, Aug. 18; Tues, Sept 1.

All classes: 3 PM — 5 PM. $6o0.

Needle Felting

Master Class: Plein Air Workshop with
Joe Gyurcsak
Weds, July 8-10; 8:30 AM — 10 AM. $500.

Sterling Silver Sea Glass Pendant
Thurs, July 9; 11 AM — 3 PM. $120.

Figure Drawing

Fri,h]u]y 10; Fri,Juiy 17; Fri,\]uly 24; Fri,
July 31; All Classes: 10:30 AM - 12:30 PM.
Each: $50.

Session 1 Master Class: Portraiture with

Edgar Jerins
Mon & Tues, July 13 & 14; 9 AM — 12 PM.
$60.

Session 2 Master Class: Portraiture w/
E_dg&]erins
Mon & Tues, July 13 & 143 1 PM — 4 PM.

Weds, June 24; Thurs, ]uly 23; Weds, Aug. $60.

12; All classes: 10 AM — 12 PM. Each: $57.

Sterling Silver Love Knot Ring_
Thurs, June 25; 11 AM — 3 PMm. $110.

Ceramic Tic-Tac-Toe Boards

Thurs, June 25; Thurs, July 30; Thurs,
Aug. 27; All classes: 3 PM — 5 PM. Each:

$45.

Portraiture in Qils Demonstration w/

Marbling Paper
Tues, July 14; 12 PM - 3:30 PM. $40.

Drawing Using a Mindful Approach
Weds, ]uly 15; 11 AM — 1 PM. $50.

Block Printing Cards
Thurs, July 16; 11 AM — 2 PM. $50.

Shibori Dyed Scarves

Paul DuSold *
Mon, June 29; 4 PM — 5 PM. Free!

Ceramic Lanterns

Tues, June 30; Tues, July 28; Tues, Aug.
25; All classes: 3 PM — 5 PM. Each: $60.

Watercolor Techniqlﬂ

Weds, July 1; Weds, July 8 Weds, July 15;
Weds, July 22; Weds, July 29; Weds, Aug.
12; Weds, Aug. 26; Weds, Sept. 2;

All Classes: 9:30 AM - 12:30 PM. Each:
$40.

Tues, ‘]u]y 21; 11 AM — 2 PM. $100.

Pastel Painting

Tues, July 21; Tues, July 28; Tues, Aug. 4;
Tues, Aug. 11; All classes: 1 PM — 4 PM.
Each: $45.

Blooming Bouquet Beaded Bracelet
Weds, _]u]y 22; 11 AM — 2 PM. §45.

Braided Copper Fishtail Cuff
Thurs, July 23; 11 AM - 3 PM. $115.
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Oil + Acrylic
Thurs, July 30; Thurs, Aug. 13; All
classes: 9:30 AM - 12:30 PM. Each: $50.

Master Class: Plein Air on the Shore
w/ Garin Baker

Sun & Mon, Aug. 2 & 3; 6:30 AM - 10
AM + 5:00 PM - 8:00 PM. $250.

Collage
Mon, Aug. 3; 12 PM - 2:30 PM. $40.

Macrame Tahitian Pear]l Necklace
Thurs, Aug. 6; 11 AM - 3 PM. $100.

Weaving in the Round
Thurs, Aug. 6; 11 AM — 2 PM. $8o0.

Printing with Rust
Tues, Aug. 11; 10 AM - 1:30 PM. $125.

Block Printing Cards
Thurs, Aug. 13; 11 AM — 2 PM. $50.

Shibori Dyed Scarves
Tues, Aug. 18; 11 AM — 2 PM. $100.

Master Class: Portraiture Painting

w/ Paul DuSold
Thurs & Fri, Aug. 20 & 2159 m — 4 pm.

$275.

Sterling Silver Gemstone and Chain

Dangle Earrings
Thurs, Aug. 20; 1 AM — 3 PM. $135.

Master Class: Pastel Drawing w/

Chung—Fan Chang
Tues, Aug. 25; 10 AM — 12 PM. $60.

Master Class: Watercolor Seascapes w/

Chung-Fan Chang
Tues, Aug. 25; 1:30 PM - 3:30 PM. $60.

Master Class: Eastern Brush Painting
w/ Chung—Fan Chang
Thurs, Sept. 3; 10 AM — 12 PM. $6o0.

Eco-Printing
Thurs, Sept. 10; 10 AM — 2 PM. $185.
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Long Beach Island Historical Museum
129 Engleside Avenue

Beach Haven, New Jersey 08008
609-492-0700

h_ttps://www.lbihistoricalmuseum.org

Long Beach Island Historical Association

Sat, May 16; 11 AM - 6 PM.
Check-in at the LBI Museum before

heading out to tour historic homes, then

enjoy Beach Haven’s best bites at a festive

cockeail party. Ticket prices vary.

History Happens Here — My Story,

General George Meade *

Weds, May 27; 12:30 PM.

Meet Gettysburg hero Meade, battlefield
genius & lighthousc dcsigncr, with Andy
Waskie of the General Meade Society.

soth Anniversary Open House *
Sat, May 30; 10 AM - 4 PM.
Celebrate LBI history—tours, exhibits,

shipwrecks, and family fun at the

museum’s 5oth!

History Happens Here- The British

Soldier & the American Revolution *
Weds. June 17; 4 PM.

British Redcoats on LBI! Join Jeff Brown
as he Dive into Rcvolutionary War life

with muskets, stories, & local impact.

Summer S.T.E.AM. in the Museum
Mondays in July & Aug; 10 AM.
Design challenges using museum artifacts

spark creativity, 1earning, & teamwork.

Ocean County Artists' Guild
22 Chestnut Avenue

Island Heights, NJ 08732
732-270-3111
mp://www.ocartistsgui]d.orgL

Undraped Figure Drawing
1st & 3rd Saturdays; 10 AM - 12 PM.
Live model & short poses (1- 15 min).

Members: $20, non-members: $25.

Gelli Plate Do Your Own Thing
2nd Saturdays; 1 PM - 4 PM.
Members: $7. Non-Members: $10.

Portrait Group (weekly)

2nd, 3rd, & 4th Sundays, 2 PM - 4 PM.
Members: $10, Non-Members: $25;
NEW: Teen/HS Draw FREE, College

students: $10.

Island Heights Cultural & Heritage

Association Lecture Series *

3rd Monday, from April through
October. 6 PM - 10 PM.

Print Group

Tuesdays, 12:30 PM - 4 PM. Materials
provided at cost. Reduction printing in
all forms using water-based ink & hand

painting. §7.

Undraped Long Pose Figure Drawing &

Painting

ist & 3rd Tuesdays; 7 PM — 9 PM.
Undraped figure drawing with live
model in long poses. Members: $20,

non-members: $25.

Do Your Own Thing
Thursdays, 10 AM- 4 PM.

A fun time to work with others in a

creative atmosphere. Bring your own

equipment. Join us for lunch! $ro.

Art Chat 2026 *

4th Fridays, 5 PM- 6:30 PM.

Let’s get together to share and talk
about our art! Bring your work: a

Complctcd piece or a work in progress.

OCAG 2026 Acoustic Concert Series *
Jim Crawford & TBA: Fri, May 15;

7 PM- 9 PM.

Easy as Pie Fri, July 17; 6:30 PM - 9 PM.
Ladies Night Out: Gilrane, Lutton &
Miller Fri, Aug 21; 6:30 PM - 9 PM.

Alcohol Ink on Tile Workshop
Sat, May 16; 10 AM - 2 PM. $40.

Troubleshooting Faces, Hands & Feet
Sun, May 17; 11 AM -1 PM. $60.

Drawing with Joseph Rogine
Mon, May 18; 1 PM — 3 PM. $25.


https://www.lbihistoricalmuseum.org/

&ylic Deli Prints
Fri, May 22 @ 10 AM -1 PM. $35.

June Children’s Classes: Wednesday_s
May 27, June 2, 10, 17; 4 PM - 5:15 PM.
$125.

Texture Explosion!

Creating Dimensional Paintings

Fri, June 5; 10 AM - 2 PM. $50.

June Gallery Reception
Sun, June 7; 1 PM - 4 PM.

Coastal Sunrises & Sunsets Watercolor

Mon, June 8, 15, 22 & 29; 9:30 AM - 12 PM.

$100.

Sweet Summer Watercolors

Children’s Summer Camps: August
Tues, Aug. 4, 11, 18, 25. 10:30 AM - 12 PM.
Weds Aug. 5, 12, 19, 26; 10:30 A, — 12 PM.
Weds Aug. 5, 12, 19, 26; 1 PM - 2:30 PM.
All Sessions: Members: $80, Non-
Members: $100.

Let it Flow: Loose Watercolor

Weds, Aug. 5, 12, 19, 26, Sept 2, 9; 9:30
AM - 12 PM. $150.

From Storybook to Soulbook:
Whimsical Art Journal Workshop
Fri, Aug. 21, 10 AM -3 PM. $45.

Decoy Carving with Jode Hillman
Sun, Aug. 23; 9:30 AM - 3:30 PM.
Members: $235, Non-Members: $250.

Participants will carve and paint an

Weds, June 24, July 1, 8, 15, 22, 29; 9:30 AMantique style black belly plover.

- 12 PM. Members: $120, Non-Members
$150.

Summer Garden Series Watercolor
Mon, July 6; 9:30 AM - 12 PM. $100.

July Children’s Summer Camps

Weds ]uly 8, 15, 22, 29. 10:30 AM - 12 PM.

Weds July 8, 15, 22, 29. 1 PM — 2:30 PM.
Either session: Members: $100, Non-

Members: $125.

QOil Painting Class: All Levels
Thurs, July 9, 16, 23, 30, Aug 6, 13;
7 PM - 9 PM. $230.

Drawing the Undraped Figure
Sat, July 11 & 25, 10 AM - 12 PM. $100.

Whimsical Pets Workshop
Fri, July 31; 10 AM - 2 PM. §35.

August Gallery Reception
Sun, Aug. 2;1 PM - 4 PM.

Loose as a Goose Watercolor

Mon, Aug. 3, 10, 17, 24; 9:30 AM — 12 PM.

Members: $80, Non-Members: $100.

Whispers of Autumn Watercolor

Mon, Aug 31, Sept. 14, 21, 28; 9:30 AM -
12 PM. $100.

Pine Shores Art Association
94 Stafford Avenue
Stafford, NJ 08050

140 E. Main Street (Rt 9)
Tuckerton, NJ 08087
609-597-3557

www.pineshoresartassociation.org

Art Chat*

1st Tues of the month: Tuckerton
Library, 1 PM -3 PM;

3rd Tues of the month: Barnegat
Library. Bring your artwork to share &

talk about with the group.

Gallery Visits & Do-Your-Own-
Thing*

Stafford: Thursdays, 10 AM - 3 PM;
Tuckerton: Fridays, 10 AM -2 PM.

Portrait Sessions: Stafford
Thursdays, 7 PM- 9 PM. Clothed
model, all welcome. Model fee: §5.

Zen Meditative Drawing — Bag it Up!
Tues, May 19; 5 PM - 8 PM. $40.

The Still Life in Watercolor & Gouache
Fri, June 5; 10 AM - 2 PM.
Members: $140, Non-Members: $180.

Acrylic Painting Foundations: Intro to

Color Mixing
Sat, June 6; 10 AM -2 PM.
Members: $55, Non-Members: $65.

Cafe Scenes in Pastel
Tues, June 9; 9 AM -3 PM.
Members: $60, Non-Members: $65.

“Make it in Glass™ 6x8 Glass Mosaic
Tues, June 9; 11 AM -3 PM. $8o.

Dramatic Sky over Barnegat Light
Weds, June 10; 10 AM - 3 PM. $100.

Seascapes & Shorelines— Capturing the
Rhythm of the Coast in Watercolor
Tues, June 16; 11 AM - 3 PM.

Members: $95, Non-Members: $125.

Coastal Calm- Paint Your First Acrylic

Seascape
Sat, June 20; 10 AM -2 PM.
Members: $55 Non-Members: $65.

Beginner Alcohol Inks with Supplies
Included

Tues, June 30; 10 AM -1 PM.
Members: $30, Non-Members: $40.

Watercolor Pencils 101
Weds, July 8; 10 AM - 12 PM. $35.

Woatercolor Pencils & Painting - an

Exploration of Techniques
Weds, July 8; 1 PM - 4 PM. $50.

Beginner Pastel - the Next level
Tues, July 21;9 AM - 12 PM.
Members: $60, Non-Members: $65.

Zen Meditative Drawing;: Scratch Art
Tues, July 21; 5 PM - 8 PM. $40.
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Children's Art Classes with Miss Alex

Preccy Woman: The Musical

& Miss Anne (6 - 10 Years old)
Weds, July 22, 29, Aug s, 12, 19, 26; 6:15
PM - 7:30 PM. $85.

Fused Glass Suncatcher
Mon, Aug 3; 11 AM -3 PM. $85.

Painting a Marine Still Life with

Watercolor
Weds, Aug 12; 10 AM - 3 PM.
Members: $75, Non-Members: $100.

Colored Glass & Clear Glass
Reflections in Soft Pastel

Sat, Aug 15; 9 AM -3 PM.
Members: $65, Non-Members: $60.

Sea Haven Singers
P.O Box 305
Tuckerton, NJ
973-778-2471

"Our Republic: America Through the

Years" *

Sat, July 11; 3 PM. 210 Main Street (Ree
9) in Tuckerton. This free concert will
pluck your heartstrings with songs we

all know & some new but all stirring!

Surflight Theatre

201 Engleside Ave., PO Box 1155
Beach Haven, NJ 08008
609-492-9477
http://www.surﬂight.org

Shows, dates and times are subject

to change. Run times are

approximate. Ticket prices vary.

A Grand Night For Singing
2 PM: May 24, 28, 31, June 2, 4, 7

8 PM: May 23, 24, 29, 30, June 4, 5, 6
Guys and Dolls

2 PM: June 18, 21, 23, 25, 28, 30, July 5
8 PM: June 18, 19, 20, 23, 24, 25, 27,
30, July 1, 2,3

Young Frankenstein

2 PM: July 9, 12, 14, 16, 19, 21, 26

8 PM: July 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 14, 15, 16, 18,

21, 22, 23, 24, 25
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2 PM: July 30, Aug 2, 4, 6, 9, 11, 16

8 PM: July 28, 29, 30, 31, Aug 1, 4, 5, 6, 8,
11, 12, 14, 15

1776: The Musical

2 PM: Aug 20, 23, 25, 27, 30

8 PM: Aug 18, 19, 20, 21, 22, 25, 26, 27, 29
Ghost: The Musical

2 PM: Sept. 3, 6, 8, 10, 13, 15, 20

8 PM: Sept. 1-5

7:30 PM: Sept. 8, 9, 10, 12, 15, 16, 17, 18, 19

Children’s Theatre:
All shows begin at 6 PM.
Cinderella: June 24 - 28; Aug. 5 - 9.

Wizard of Oz: ]uly I-13; Aug. 19 - 23.

Snow White: July 8 - 12; Aug. 26 - 30.
Peter Pan: July 15 - 19.

Aladdin Jr.: July 22 - 26; Aug. 12 - 16.

Little Mermaid: July 29 - 31; Aug. 1-2;
Sept. 2 - 6.

Tuckerton Historical Society
35 Leitz Blvd, West Tuckerton/LEH
609-294-1547

Www.tuckcrtonhistoricalsocictyﬂg

“Lenape Culture, History & the

Lenapehoking Reestablishment Project”
Sat, Aug. 155 2 PM.

Presentation by Ty Dancing Wolf Ellis,
Founder & CEO of the Lenapehoking
Reestablishment Project.

s1st Annual Ye Old Antique Clamtown
Flea Market

Sat. Sept. 12, 8 AM - 4 PM

Stanley “Tip” Seaman County Park, 120
Lakeside Drive (Rt 9), Tuckerton
Vendors, food, gifts, & $5 antique

appraisals.

Toms River Artist Community (TRACQ)
40 Main Street

Toms River, NJ 08753

732-377-0290

heeps://trac732.com/

Litcle Artist, Big Imaginations! Kids
Monthly Art Class

1 Saturday of the Month, 9 AM- 11 AM;
ages 5 - 8. $35.

Art Adventures for Tweens

Yard Sale Fundraiser
Sat. June 6; 9 AM until sold out; 220

S. Green Street, Tuckerton. Visit
Tuckerton’s “Crik” Museum during
the Sale for goods and tours—
proceeds support the Historical
Society.

“Ebenezer Tucker celebrates our

Nation's 250th Anniversary”

Sat, June 6; 2 PM; 220 S. Green Street,
Tuckerton. Ebenezer Tucker recounts
his life and contributions to the U.S.,

New Jersey, and Tuckerton.

“The History of Bicycles, the
Tuckerton Wheelmen & Local
Velodrome Racing”

Sat, July 18, 2 PM; Charlie O'Toole

will present, a member of The

Wheelmen Association & local
resident. Antique bicycles on display
& a demonstration of riding a big
wheel bicycle.

3" Saturday of the month, 9 AM- 11 AM;
ages 9 - 12. $35.

Sketchbookers Open Meetingi“
o Tuesday of each month, 6 PM - 8 PM.

C & C Art Factory: Weekly Art Classes
for Teens

Tuesdays, 6 PM - 8 PMdence, & a
portfolio to be proud of. Open to all

levels. Beginners welcome!
Members: $30, Non-Members: $35.

Visit www.oceancountytourism.com
to view up to date cultural events or
list your organization’s own.
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videos and podcasts along with
updates on upcoming events.

_Arttride

Check out the upcoming events
that are happening in Ocean County!

Visit OceanCounty Tourism.com and click
on “Upcoming Festivals and Events” for an overview,
OR go to the Events tab at the top of our HOME page
to search our full calendar.

(Please be sure to “know before you go” and contact
the venue to confirm that their event or attraction is open
and what safety guidelines are i place.)

Enjoy, Be Safe, and
Explore the Fun in our own backyard!!!
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Ocean County Dept of Busmess Development and Tourism

732-929-2000



Barnegat Light Mile Swim
by Catherine Rush

Ocean County Cultural and Heritage Commission
1198 Bandon Road
Toms River, NJ 08753
(732) 929 - 4779

www.co.ocean.nj.us/ch/

Ocean County Board of Commissioners
Robert S. Arace,
Liaison to Parks and Recreation
Jennifier Bacchione
Sam Ellenbogen
Ray Gormle
Frank Sadegﬁ,

Mary Jane Bavais, Director of Parks and Recreation
www.oceancountyparks.org
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This News Guide is sponsored by the Ocean County Board of Commissioners and is in conjunction with
funds from the NJ State Council on the Arts and the NJ Historical Commission through the Ocean
County Cultural & Heritage Commission, Robert S. Arace, Liaison.
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	Greetings from

	Commissioner Robert S. Arace
	On behalf of the Ocean County Board of Commissioners, I welcome you to the summer 2026 issue of Ocean County: Out & About, A Free Newsguide to Arts & Heritage Events. Ocean County is actively commemorating the 250th anniversary of the American Revolution in what is now Ocean County.
	Please visit the Ocean County website: Ocean250.org for detailed information. You are invited to read both volume four of the Ocean County in the American Revolution series and the 2026 Ocean County Activity book. The county is sponsoring a number of events including the Spectacular Patriotic music and drone show on July 2 at 7:30 PM at 1198 Bandon Road in Toms River.
	The Ocean County Board Commissioners continues to offer a traveling American Revolution in Ocean County exhibit trailer, lectures and
	student tours of Cedar Bridge Tavern Historic Site. For arrangements call 732-929-4779.
	The pages of this issue are graced with artwork received in response to a call for contributions from the LBI Studio Tour Artists.
	Please take special note of our exciting palette of summer cultural opportunities in the event listings and for updated events check: http://www.oceancountytourism.com/frmEvents
	Many of our towns and boroughs provide wonderful outdoor concerts including the Ocean County Department of Parks and Recreation’s The Carousel of Music Concert Series. The Carousel concerts will be offered at a variety of locations including the Ocean County Library in Toms River. Please check inside for time and locations of all offerings.
	This year, 16 art and 13 history organizations received a total of $240,000 in grant support through the Ocean County Board of Commissioners funded by the New Jersey State Council on the Arts and the New Jersey Historical Commission.
	The 2027 grant cycle for Ocean County non-profits will begin with an informational workshop on August 5 and the application is due September 9. Local Arts Program grants will total $150,000. The County History Partnership Program will total $90,000.  The Alternate Sponsorship Program will provide an additional $38,000 in funding. This year, the applications will be online.
	The Ocean County Board of Commissioners is proud to announce that Steven Dodson received the 2026 Pauline S. Miller Lifetime Achievement Award in History. The Affair at Egg Harbor Historical Society received the 2026 Special Award of Merit. Cynthia Coritz received the 2026 John C. Bartlett Government Leadership Award. And Senator Robert W. Singer (R-30) received the Lila W. Thompson Legislative Recognition Award.
	Commissioner Robert S. Arace Chairman of Ocean County Cultural & Heritage Commission,  a division of Ocean County Department of Parks & Recreation
	SALUTE TO  OCEAN COUNTY

	A CELEBRATION OF ARTS & CULTURE
	The Ocean County Cultural and Heritage Commission’s awards celebration, the 15th annual Salute to Ocean County, was held on May 14th at the Grunin Center at Ocean County College in Toms River. The 2026 awardees include some of Ocean County’s leaders in the humanities – individuals and organizations dedicated to preserving history, culture, and the arts in their communities and regions. Each of the awardees received a short documentary produced by local high school students.
	To submit nominations for Salute awards, please complete a nomination form and submit to culturalheritage@co.ocean.nj.us or mail to 1198 Bandon Road, Toms River, NJ, 08753.   https://rb.gy/96w9f5
	2026 AWARDEES
	John C. Bartlett Government Leadership Award: Cynthia Coritz - https://youtu.be/qL-x7kgGhSM
	Special Award of Merit: Affair at Egg Harbor Historical Society - https://youtu.be/Cpl5vWM0GK0
	Pauline S. Miller Lifetime Achievement Award for  Ocean County History: Steve Dodson - https://youtu.be/O_YnWtaau3w
	Lilia W. Thompson Legislative Recognition Award: Senator Robert W. Singer - https://youtu.be/DXIxjbD1X-U
	Ocean County Tourism Award


	The Affair at Egg Harbor Historical Society: 2026 Special Award of Merit
	By Pat Johnson
	The Affair at Egg Harbor Historical Society (AEHHS) has been recognized for their ongoing research and education, this time receiving a Special Award of Merit, regarding the Revolutionary War battle in Little Egg Harbor that pitted Count Casimir Pulaski against British troops. The battle is well documented as occurring on October 15, 1778 near today’s Radio Road in the Mystic Island section of Little Egg Harbor. A monument to Pulaski’s Defense of Egg Harbor was erected by the Society of the Cincinnati in 1894. Descendants of Revolutionary War officers make up the Society of the Cincinnati.
	AEHHS President Michael Czurlanis is picking up his father’s legacy – George Czurlanis (deceased in 2015) who brought the sacred battleground to the public attention in the 1980’s by defending the site from development. George incorporated the AEHHS in 1982 and finally by 2002, the Pulaski Monument site was listed on the National Register of Historic Places.
	Michael Czurlanis said the AEHHS has three goals: to preserve the site, proclaim the history and promote patriotism. The first goal has been achieved. The second and third are ongoing work by gathering in
	period costume and laying a wreath at the monument on the Saturday closest to the October 15 date educating the public on the battle and importance of the site. Most years the Pulaski Legion cadets come from north Jersey dressed in their uniforms, often accompanied by student groups ranging from 5 to 50. Their color guard has a facsimile of the Pulaski Legion flag.
	The second goal also includes extensive research into the battle by Czurlanis and Executive Director Dale Denda. Both point to original archive documents describing a full-blown battle, which did not reference a massacre.
	“Yes, they were outnumbered,” said Czurlanis, “Reports of the day by a Tory newspaper said 60 were killed; British Captain Ferguson said in his report that 40 were killed; Pulaski’s report said there were 25 or 30 missing, wounded or dead. Based on research into payrolls and regimental rosters-- papers of who was there collecting pay and who was there after, we found 18 were killed including officers.”
	Photo above:  George Czurlanis with Pulaski monument.  Photo credit: AEHHS

	People often wonder why the Society is called The Affair at 'Egg Harbor' when the site is located in Little Egg Harbor. Back in the 17th and 18th centuries, when the area was first settled, ‘Egg Harbor’ denoted the whole area from Little Egg Harbor Inlet up to ‘The Forks’ on the Mullica River where goods captured from the British by privateers were sometimes shipped overland by wagon to Philadelphia and parts north.
	Some estimates say up to 40% of the armaments to supply the Patriot army were sent through Little Egg Harbor port. The British were occupying New York and had blockaded the Delaware, effectively closing the ports in Philadelphia and New York. The British not only wanted to destroy the privateer ‘nest of Rebel pirates’, they actually wanted to destroy the entire port up the river!

	“The October 15th battle, decades later dubbed ‘Affair at Egg Harbor’ was a really important battle,” said Czurlanis. “It kept the lines of supply open.
	“It was the second landing (Oct 15th) in the British expedition after they destroyed Chestnut Neck (Oct. 6-7th) on the south side of the Mullica that failed, and the enemy was again driven back—preventing them from going to march overland on this side of the river to destroy ‘The Forks’ where the warehouses were at Batsto.
	“Continental Congress had been informed of the plans and sent Count Pulaski to Egg Harbor to stop the British—and he did,” said Czurlanis.
	Pulaski was born in Poland and while in France was recruited by Benjamin Franklin to come to the Americas to fight on the side of the patriots. Pulaski is known as the father of American cavalry. Pulaski’s Legion included infantry, cavalry, and artillery.
	“There also were French armaments and gun powder shipped from the Caribbean up the Mullica to Batsto,” said Denda. “In the past two years we have found quite a bit of information from pension records about how the Oct. 15th battle was actually won.”
	These records were signed documents from veterans of the Revolutionary War who, decades after the war, were applying for pensions from the government.
	“We have nine direct accounts from battle participants,” said Denda. “Five of the accounts state the British retreated in chaotic fashion (along today’s Radio Rd.) across the bridge to Osborn Island, destroying the bridge after them. Between 30 and 40 British were taken prisoner.”
	This was after the outpost (at the Pulaski Monument) had been attacked and Pulaski with his Legion of 60 cavalrymen came to rout the attackers. “They came from Willits Farm (along Hollybrook Ln.), three quarters of a mile away, galloping down Island (Radio) Road with lances and sabers drawn. One of the reasons the British were surprised was nobody knew what his cavalry could do.”
	Denda also marvels at the time line. Pulaski was in Trenton when Congress ordered him to stop the British from attacking ‘The Forks.’
	This was on October 5 and the next day the Legion of cavalry and 90 infantrymen started the 60-mile trek at
	Affair at Egg Harbor commemoration.  Photo credit: AEHHS.


	a double-quick march. They reached the banks of the Mullica on the 7th in the vicinity of the Mathis and Tucker plantations and Chestnut Neck (near Port Republic) which had been burned by the British, but, importantly, forced the enemy away. The legion continued on to the Willits Farm where they had a view of Little Egg Harbor’s anchorage of the British flotilla, and carefully watched the British ships.
	Supposedly, a spy for the British alerted them that Pulaski was on the mainland and on the morning of October 15 they struck the outpost of about 30 men. Pulaski’s subsequent counterattack again forced the enemy back to their ships and when the tides rose high enough to float their ships, they left the Harbor.
	“Pulaski was told to save the port of Little Egg Harbor at ‘The Forks’ and he did,” said Czurlanis.
	This year to mark the 250th signing of the Declaration and the birth of the United States the historical society will be rolling out the new research in a presentation, “History as it Happened,” including a special lecture on “Pulaski in American History,” during the annual 248th anniversary of the ‘Defense of Little Egg Harbor’, as it was originally called.
	“Last year we found documentation that Maryland, Pennsylvania and Virginia were being supplied through “The Forks,” said Denda. “That's another example a lot of untold great history remains. The residents should be proud and feel lucky that it’s in their backyard.”
	Affair at Egg Harbor battle diorama. Photo credit: AEHHS.
	Members of the Polish community and the cadets. Photo credit: AEHHS.
	Executive Director Dale Denda. Photo credit: AEHHS.

	Cynthia Coritz               2026 John C. Bartlett Government Leadership Award
	Coritz at Bass River State Forest. Photo credit: NJ State Park Service, Taylor Milello.
	By Pat Johnson
	Cynthia Coritz has been awarded the John C. Bartlett Government Leadership Award. The award is given to an individual who has demonstrated the highest professional and ethical standards in the Ocean County Cultural Community as they champion the arts and history in the county’s vital tourism industry.
	When asked about receiving the Award, Coritz replied, “I was fortunate to have met Mr Bartlett many years ago and his love of history, parks and educating the public was very evident.”
	Coritz has only recently retired from her 33 years of service in the state Division of Parks and Forestry. Locally, Coritz served as the Superintendent of Island Beach State Park, Double Trouble State Park, Bass River State Forest and Barnegat Lighthouse State Park.
	During her time at Bass River she was instrumental in the research and presentation of the history of New Jersey’s first state forest. At Barnegat Lighthouse, Coritz managed the staffing and educational projects among other responsibilities. Some programs were in conjunction with Ocean County Parks Department and the Friends Group.
	“It was great career,” she said.
	Coritz grew up in Hamilton Township in Mercer County, and after high school went to the State University of New York in Syracuse NY to attend the College of Environmental Science and Forestry. She took a duel degree in Natural Resource Management and Wildlife Biology.
	“I graduated in 1988 and I ended up working fairly quickly right out of college.”
	Her first job was for six months working as a forestry technician in Montana for the US Forest Service, a job she remembers fondly. When she came back to New Jersey she returned to a previous job working for a temp agency and was hired as a receptionist for the Department of Commerce Commissioner. She was there for a few months when luck shined on her. Through a chance encounter with a woman who asked about her degree, she was introduced to the state forester and staff of the Office of Natural Lands Management (ONLM) in the New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection. Through that connection to ONLM, she went to work as a seasonal employee.
	“I was in the right place. Then when the hiring freeze lifted, I got to work in the Office of Natural Lands Management in Trenton. That was from 1990 to ‘95 and it was really advantageous because they sent me to all the parks that had natural areas. So I was out in the field talking to superintendents and park rangers—I got to talk to many people in the parks department from Batsto all the way up to Stokes State Forest.”


	Then she learned of superintendent positions that had opened up and applied for the position at Island Beach State Park. “Not being a beach person, I was more of a forest person, but I’m also a birder so it was fascinating to learn the ducks and waterfowl and shorebirds.
	“Several parks around the state have two superintendents –so I was lucky to work with another superintendent to learn the ropes. We managed Island Beach, Double Trouble and Barnegat Lighthouse. My supervisor assigned me to Barnegat Lighthouse; it was a smaller area where I could learn to make my own decisions.”
	Coritz was there from 1995 to 2000 and at Round Valley Recreation in Clinton New Jersey for two years. Around 1997 she was asked by the Ocean County Parks Department if they could have bonfires on the beach with a night climb of Barnegat Light. “So we worked it out. They have been so popular. Now the Friends of Barnegat Lighthouse State Park run the night climbs.”
	“Then in 2003 Bass River opened up,” said Coritz. “It wasn’t long after that I moved down to Tuckerton.”
	The Pine Barrens has its own unique environment. “Wow, 30,000 acres of land – it was a change. But I loved the woods - the cedar swamps, the pine plains were fascinating. Bass River has unique and rare plants like Pine Barrens gentian and pitcher plants and I was always learning. Hikes in the pine plains were always well-attended,” she added.
	Bass River was the first state forest and it was also the site of a Civilian Conservation Corps camp during the Great Depression.
	“People think the park started with the CCC in the 30’s but it actually began in 1905 and run by a park commission,” said Coritz. “At that time, a lot of the area was burnt over. So the commission hired a young forester named Gifford Pinchot who made recommendations to reforest South Jersey. The Commission purchased land and set up tree nurseries. They tried everything, Douglas fir, white pines, spruce. On the south shore of the campgrounds is a cabin built by the CCC for the caretakers office. During the 100th
	anniversary of the park in 2005, we set it up as the Superintendents office and author Peter Osborne, who wrote books about the CCC, dressed up and gave a talk. We also contacted a gentleman who was a member of the CCC and we named a trail for him, the Nisky Trail.”
	Besides the pine plains and the CCC camp, the forest is also home to the Keith line that separated East and West New Jersey in 1686. “We gave tours where 5 townships came together at the Keith line in Warren Grove.”
	Coritz was able to work with Joe Trujillo of the Outdoor Club of South Jersey in maintaining a trail along the south side of the lake, now named for him.
	“And we celebrated the 20th anniversary of our section of the Batona Trail with the club.”
	Around 2007, Coritz was asked if she could again add Superintendent of Barnegat Lighthouse State Park to her Bass River duties. She did this until 2021. “I said yes because I love the Lighthouse.”
	Coritz spent most of her work life facilitating wonderful experiences for an untold multitude of tourists and residents of South Jersey.
	“You grow to love it and there is something new everyday. That’s what kept it interesting,” said Coritz.
	Above:  CCC Boys John Nisky and Renard Wiseman at BRSF, October 2006. Below:  BRSF Interpretive Center. Photo credit: BRSF

	Steve Dodson 2026 Pauline S. Miller  Lifetime Achievement Award for Ocean County History
	By Pat Johnson
	Dodson, 2026. Photo credit: Pat Johnson.
	Tuckerton resident and historian Steve Dodson has been chosen to receive the 2026 Pauline S. Miller Lifetime Achievement Award for Ocean County History.  Dodson was nominated for the award by the triumvirate presidents of the Tuckerton Historical Society (THS): Kate Cortese, Connie Woolson and Cynthia Coritz because of his ongoing generosity in supporting the THS with his research and writings. Dodson gives the proceeds of his many books to the Society and Museum. Dodson also serves as the chronicler of Tuckerton History for THS.
	Dodson edited 17 soft-bound books from articles he culled from various early newspapers such as the NJ Courier of Toms River and The Tuckerton Beacon—other books bring his opus to 20 or more.
	When interviewed Dodson was self-effacing of his achievement, saying, “I loved doing it-- and the work is its own reward.”
	“I’m a failed fiction writer,” said Dodson. “I was ambitious, I wanted to write novels and become famous… I studied and put a lot of effort into it and at the end of seven years I looked at my body of work and I hadn’t created one memorable character or coherent story. I wondered, ‘So, what else can I do?’ Well, I love history as much as I love literature-- telling historical stories is storytelling based on fact …”
	bones on their farm close to the bay in Little Egg Harbor. Accounts in early newspapers vary from seventeen skeletons to thirty and some seemed to be seven-feet tall.
	Dodson’s obsessive hunt for the truth of the story led to his first published piece, Tuckerton’s Race of Giant Men—An Historical Mystery. The article can be found on the THS website under Historical articles.
	“I loved that I would call down to the Smithsonian and that Dr. David Hunt, the head of anthropology collections, would talk to me. I thought that was cool.”
	“Then I kept going.”
	His next project was publishing The Price Sisters Diaries—Florence and Eleanor Price, 1905 and 1915-1921 that also included Sarah Thomson’s Journal, 1809.  Dodson was working in the Acme where he often chatted with local real estate agent Granville Price. “He knew I was interested in history and he kept saying he would show me his aunts’ diaries from the early 1900s. When he finally did, I thought, ‘This is a book.’”
	By this time Dodson was mining local history contained in the Tuckerton Historical Society’s Giffordtown Schoolhouse Museum. The president at the time was Barbara Bolton and she and the members decided to publish Dodson’s edited version of The Price Sisters’ Diaries.
	Dodson became interested in Tuckerton history when he became aware of a little–known local legend of the ‘Seven Foot Indians.’ In 1893 the twin Jillson Brothers, Arthur and Alfred, allegedly plowed up a cache of
	“It’s funny, you get emotionally involved when working with diaries—for a couple of years I put flowers on Eleanor’s grave on her birthday.”


	His next project was co-publishing Leah Blackman’s Old Times and Other Writings with THS. Blackman’s first book History of Little Egg Harbor (1880) “was the heart and soul of the area’s history,” said Dodson, as it chronicled Tuckerton history and the genealogies of the first families.
	Old Times and Other Writings are day-to-day accounts of life in pre-industrial South Jersey. “She took the time to write it all down – the houses, the schools, women’s work and her attempts to get educated,” said Dodson.
	“I think she was a disagreeable person--she was unhappy with her lot in life. But this was at a time when you had to make everything yourself—Men work from sun to sun but women’s work was never done.” In spite of her workload, she found time to educate herself and became an absolute champion of our regional history.
	“After Leah I was on a diary kick—I did Bella Haywood’s from West Creek and Jenny Pharo’s written in the 1930s but what I really wanted were male diaries and couldn’t find anything. Then I found the diary of Paul Warren of Waretown. He was 15 years old and his father was a captain of a dredge in New York City and he talked about the 1888 snowstorm where the drifts were up to second story windows. That diary is part of a bigger book I edited
	containing Charles Russell Horner’s columns, The Old Timer, published in The Beacon. He wrote about being a baymen in the early 1930s up to the 1950s in Barnegat Bay and Little Egg Harbor.”
	The Beach Haven Library had diaries written in the 1800s by Captain Thomas Bond. “His diary was very succinct—he was crazy about waterfowl hunting,” said Dodson. That diary is included in The History of Long Beach Island by Jesse Coole. When he could no longer find interesting diaries, Dodson advertised in the newspaper that he was looking for diaries and letters. Tom Applegate from Little Egg Harbor had a series of family letters.
	“I particularly liked his grandmother’s letters, she was funny—uneducated, bawdy and she would draw pictures too—the letters span before, during and after the Great Depression and were published as ‘A Tuckerton Family During the Great Depression.’”
	When he ran out of diaries and letters he started compiling news accounts that were in the public domain—starting with New Jersey Courier published in Toms River from 1852 to 1917.
	“I love the early accounts, the earlier the better. The Beacon started in 1889 but The Beacon lost a few early decades when they converted them to microfilm.”
	The collection spans the years 1852 to 1987. Dodson’s wife, Linda did the typing for most of them. “I would select the articles and cut them out and put them in order and then she would type them. Linda was an executive secretary and says she finds typing relaxing.”
	Dodson’s friend, Joe Harness, got the newspaper books onto Amazon. All the books sold locally, the proceeds go to the Giffordtown Museum (headquarters of the Tuckerton Historical Society.)
	For now, Dodson has shelved his editing and publishing interests and has picked up metal detecting as his latest compulsion. Perhaps you will see him as the weather warms on Long Beach Island, searching the sand for little treasures.
	2026 Lila W. Thompson Legislative Recognition Award

	to the Advisory Council on Arthritis, the Governor's Advisory Council on HIV/AIDS and Related Blood-Borne Pathogens and the New Jersey Advisory Council on End-of-Life Care.
	Additionally, Senator Singer was designated Jewish War Veterans of the United States of America National Legislative Officer for 2011-2012.
	Senator Singer's civic affiliations include Chairman of the Lakewood Municipal Utility Authority, Vice- Chairman of the Ocean County Board of Health and a Member of the Board of Directors of the Monmouth-Ocean Development Council.
	Deputy Mayor of Lakewood Menasche Miller said Senator Singer, “has a very close relationship with his constituency. He’s always there to advocate for them. He takes it very seriously.”
	When asked about receiving the Lila W. Thompson Legislative Recognition Award, Seantor Singer remarked, “this awards makes me feel as I’m doing something to make a difference as an elected official. In little ways, I think I make a difference and want to continue to make that difference for people in the state and certainly people in my district.”
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	The American Revolution in  Ocean County Documentary Series
	By Pat Johnson and Catherine McLearen
	New Jersey has been described as the Crossroads of the American Revolution since it lies between the ports of New York and Philadelphia but the important events that occurred in Ocean County have often been overlooked. That is soon to change.
	American Revolution in Ocean County: Ocean250.org
	“This is a great opportunity to put our revolutionary history on the map,” said Ocean County Cultural and Heritage Commission Division Director Tim Hart.
	The Ocean County Cultural and Heritage Commission received a $148,864 Battlefield Preservation Planning Grant from the National Parks Service to create an American Revolution in Ocean County Trail. Preservation Planning Grants are the American Battlefield Protection Program's broadest and most inclusive grant program, promoting the stewardship of battlefields and sites of armed conflict on American soil.
	The grant will result in six interpretive signs at the six most significant sites of conflict during the Revolutionary War in what is
	Affair at Egg Harbor dramatization.  Photo credit: Oak Leaf Media

	The project is central to Ocean County’s ongoing effort to address the responses and contributions of the people of Ocean County in the forging of the new nation. The National Park Service attributes 296 significant military engagements in addition to hundreds of lesser-known skirmishes to New Jersey during the American Revolution, making it the most conflict-ridden colony of the war.  New Jersey’s strategic location along the Atlantic Coast between the ports of New York and Philadelphia earned its reputation  as the “Crossroad
	today Ocean County: The Long Beach Massacre, The Manahawkin Skirmish, The Toms River Blockhouse Fight, The Affair at Cedar Bridge, The Affair at Egg Harbor, and the Death of John Bacon.
	Each sign will include a QR code that will link to a short documentary film produced by Oak Leaf Media. The documentaries will also be available on the Ocean County YouTube page and a special website dedicated to the commemoration of the
	of the American Revolution.”  Village ports were vital centers for ship building, information trading, and the transporting of goods and people. Notorious for the shifting shoals of the Jersey Shore leading to shallow backchannels in the Pinelands, the region was dominated by skilled loyalist, patriot, and other advantageous privateers during the Revolution – what British General Clinton called a “nest of rebel pirates.” They led devastating raids destroying places of industry,


	seizing valuable goods, and ambushing encampments.
	The abundance of natural resources in the Pinelands made forges and furnaces strategic regional industries where munitions for the Continental Army were manufactured. With many turning points waged in New Jersey, George Washington also famously spent more time here than in any other colony during the war. Historical interpretation of the American Revolution in New Jersey gives much due attention to the major Battles of Trenton, Princeton, and Monmouth, at the expense of scholarship on the experiences of the diverse and bitterly divided population in the southern half of the colony who would see most of New Jersey’s conflict.
	Top: Stockton University researching sunken Revolutionary War ships, Mullica River. Middle: Documentary title sequence. Bottom: Cedar Bridge Tavern Historic Site. Photo credit: Oak Leaf Media.

	What is today Ocean County (then part of Monmouth and Burlington Counties until 1850 and 1890 respectively) experienced a deep societal split during the American Revolution that manifested as a bitter civil war with the population split between Quakers, loyalists, and patriots. The people of Ocean County seized the chaos and uncertainty of war as an opportunity to challenge existing structures. Loosely organized gangs and irregular troops of loyalists known as “pine robbers” operated guerrilla warfare from the densely forested and swampy Pinelands. Patriots wreaked revenge for pillaging, murder, and even petty infractions through the unofficial Association of Retaliation.
	Inspired by the Dunmore Proclamation, formerly enslaved New Jersians fought for their freedom as loyalists. The frequently altering forces of occupation at the “crossroads” influenced the purported allegiances among the population to regularly shift while many hid their loyalties altogether to avoid harsh consequences inflicted at the hands of neighbors and occupying forces.
	In fact, a significant amount of New Jersey’s violence took place after Yorktown despite the textbook cessation of hostilities, as the deeply rooted divisions between neighbors came to define the living memory of communities. The purpose of this project is to interpret the historic relevancy of Ocean County’s civil war experience during the American Revolution to engage the public in the complex lived experience of the many diverse communities and individuals in this time and place. This ongoing commemorative project will address how allegiances were motivated at times by personal grudges, opportunity, moral conviction, or retaliation.
	Oak Leaf Media is working now on dramatizing the major battles and skirmishes that occurred in Ocean County. “We feel that this is a legacy project that will live past the Semiquincentennial,” said Brendan Walsh, partner Oak Leaf Media.
	“The coast was really the frontline of the American Revolution as this was the supply line for the Patriots,” he added.
	Oak Leaf is using multiple cameras, drones, and animation plus interviews with historians to tell the stories in a dramatic way, “We used the same reenactors, the Jersey Grays, that Ken Burns used in his documentary series of the Revolutionary War,” said Walsh.
	Oak Leaf Media grew out of a high school friendship of three video ‘nerds’ at Pinelands Regional—Walsh, Kyle Griffin, and Dave Niziolek.
	“My partners and I started making little home movies. In high school every project was a video. This was 2004. Kyle lived on Oak Lane (in Little Egg Harbor) and that’s where the name came from. After high school we all went our separate ways. I went to the art school in Pittsburgh, Kyle went to the art school in Philadelphia and Dave started a recording studio. Of all the founders, I credit Dave for turning us into a business.” This is their tenth year in business.
	“It was our dream to tell great stories for TV and movies and Dave and I have never let go of that dream. We have been clacking keyboards for better than six years. We have 20 finished screenplays and the story structure for an additional 20 to 30 movies and TV shows.”
	Photo credit: Oak Leaf Media
	Photo credit: Oak Leaf Media

	Each success has built on the next. They did a documentary feature “The Oyster Farmers,” with help from the Jetty Company. Then they got a grant from the Southern Ocean Chamber of Commerce to do commercials for Ocean County. Next, they partnered with director/producer Jon Cohen on a series “Just Beneath the Surface” about the Long Beach Island area.
	“Then Dana Lancelotti worked in tourism and she got us hooked in with Tim Hart, director of the Ocean County Cultural and Heritage Commission. All our opportunities came on the back of being able to survive,” said Walsh.  Walsh also thanks their first intern Kamryn Barr who had a project to write a full-length movie for Oak Leaf’s first narrative feature film they wrapped up in March.
	The documentaries on the Revolutionary War sites are moving ahead. “I look at this product as a large legacy project---something people will probably see and talk about way past the 250th celebration.”
	Visit Ocean250.org for updates on the American Revolution in Ocean County and to view the documentaries in the fall of 2026.
	The Ocean County Teen Arts Festival is proudly hosted by the Jay and Linda Grunin Center for the Arts at Ocean County College. The festival is cosponsored by the Ocean County Board of Commissioners through the Ocean County Cultural & Heritage Commission.
	Held in mid-March, the Ocean County Teen Arts Festival invites high school students to showcase their artistic talents to their peers, receive professional feedback from adjudicators, and participate in free cross-disciplinary workshops on campus. Top students from each category are nominated to participate at the New Jersey State Teen Arts Festival. The Ocean County
	Cultural & Heritage Commissioners evaluate those adjudicated for excellence and pick finalists to showcase at the Salute to Ocean County. The Commission supports the students by providing an award of $650 per awardee. Additionally, several Ocean County high schools receive $1,000 each to produce documentaries on the Salute to Ocean County awardees. Lacey Township High School was selected to receive an award of an additional $1,000 for the best production in the documentary category for their production on the Affair at Egg Harbor for the Special Award of Merit. The following schools were selected for outstanding achievement:
	Visual Arts:  Jackson High School -  Caught Red Handed by Parker Wolf
	Student Film: Pinelands Regional High School - Land Down Under
	Dance: Grunin Performing Arts Academy
	Vocal: Pinelands Regional High School  -  Chansons- “The Subway”
	Instrumental: Barnegat Jazz Band Ensemble
	Creative Writing: Point Pleasant Borough High School-  The Train to Hell by Ashlynne Goble
	Large Theater: Pinelands Regional High School - “The March (We Demand Equality)” from Suffs the Musical
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	Empty Summer Rocker in Barnegat Light by Kevin Coogan
	Barnegat Lighthouse by Susan Hennelly
	July 4th LBI by Anne Knife
	4th of July Harvest by Jennifer Malone
	Light House Marina by Eric Van Der Vlugt
	Liberty in LBI by Sally Evans
	Barnegat Light Mile Swim  by Catherine Rush
	Birth of a Nation in Harvey Cedars by John Vlahakis
	Long Beach Island Museum by Cathleen Engelsen
	Coast Guard Boats, Barnegat Light, NJ by Susan Weinstein
	July 4th Sub in Loveladies by Michael Golden
	Stars & Stripes Mandala by Carol Nussbaum
	Flag & Crow in Barnegat Light by L. Ramsay
	250 Years of Amber Waves in Harvey Cedars by Joan Gantz
	Scan the QR code to be taken to our website!
	Visit: https://bit.ly/4t2KSmc  for more information & to register!
	Society of Friends: The Barnegat Quakers
	By Pat Johnson
	Barnegat meeting house attendee Fred Behm (left) and Sean Kinnevy (right), clerk of the Little Egg Harbor Meeting, on the porch of the Barnegat Meeting House. Photo credit: Pat Johnson
	“Some people think Quakers belong to history but we are very much alive,”  said Agnes Maderich, an attendee at the Barnegat Quaker Meeting House.
	The congregation may be small, a dozen or so souls, but it is faithful. The Barnegat Meeting House on East Bay Avenue is the oldest building in Barnegat, dating to 1767. It is a small, unassuming building surrounded by a rock wall and a cemetery. Sean Kinnevy, clerk of the Little Egg Harbor Quaker Meeting House, joined Maderich and Barnegat Quaker Fred Behm for a discussion one Sunday after ‘Meeting.’
	Members and attendees are known as Friends and attend The Society of Friends.
	According to Kinnevy, most of New Jersey was settled by Quakers. “They originally came to America from England for religious freedom but the Puritans persecuted them in New England. Quakers first settled along the Delaware in West Jersey in Salem City–before Philadelphia was established.”
	“We have meeting houses –not churches,” said Kinnevy. “At first they would meet in houses or outside. Meeting houses were built to keep people out of the weather.”
	“And the term Quaker was a derogatory word,” said Maderich. “They were called Quakers because people said that Friends would become so excited by what they wanted to share in meeting, they would shake in anticipation of telling it. So Quakers, being Quakers, said ‘Well we will take that derogatory word and turn it around.’”
	In 1699 the Andrews Brothers, Edward and Mordecai settled in what’s known today as Tuckerton. They built a gristmill and sawmill and took goods overland to Mount Holly.
	Edward Andrews donated the land for the Little Egg Harbor Meeting and the first Meeting House was built in 1709, replaced in 1863 and still stands off Main Street.
	In 1759, Levi Cranmer and Timothy Ridgeway purchased 500 acres in Barnegat and in 1770 deeded


	Today there is a wide variety of belief and ways of worship within the Quaker religion. “Quakerism has a lot in common with Eastern religions especially Buddhism, and the Native Americans belief there is God in everything. God has a lot of ideas. God is spirit, God is truth. Jesus taught the kingdom of God is within you. There is no doctrine,” he said.
	over to the Friends one and a quarter acre of land on which the Barnegat Meeting House had been built. “Quakers also paid the Lenape for land,” said Kinnevy.
	Englishman George Fox started the Society of Friends. In the 1650s there was a lot of turmoil in England—the Civil War, then the invention of printing press made the bible available to people. George Fox broke away from the Anglican Church— a church established by King Henry VIII who persecuted the Catholics.
	During the Revolutionary War, Quakers tried to remain neutral, said Kinnevy. “People were divided between Loyalists and Patriots. It was a Civil War. In general, Quakers were loyal to the establishment. Jesus didn’t try to overthrow the Romans. But it was left up to individuals conscious. Some did fight and some were ‘read out of meeting’ which is to say they were no longer part of the meeting.”
	“Fox believed in the teachings of Jesus: love God, love your neighbor. As a teenager, he traveled around England carrying his bible and talked to priests, Anglicans and regular people looking for the truth. The original name was The Society of the Friends of Truth,” said Kinnevy.
	Gladys Cox, a prominent Barnegat Quaker wrote in 1975 that the Cranmers and Ridgways ran extensive salt works:
	“Fox believed you could directly communicate with God in your own way. In the 1680s there was a law that you had to belong to a religion—if you were going to university you had to have a religion and go to church on Sunday. That’s when they called it The Religious Society of Friends.”
	“The main contribution to the struggling Continental cause was the manufacture of salt. The salt was sent to market both in New York and Philadelphia, and much of it found its way to the army. As Quakers they were often harassed by refugee bands, and the salt works were frequently destroyed. Later some of them were subjected to heavy fines and taxation because of their lack of patriotic fervor.”
	Originally, the Society of Friends gathered for silent worship, what we might call meditation,” said Kinnevy.
	As merchants, “Quakers were known for their honesty and integrity,” added Maderich. And they are still devoted to peace and simplicity.
	The Barnegat Religious Society of Friends meets on Sunday at 10 a.m. at 614 East Bay Avenue and everyone is welcome. The Little Egg Harbor Friends Meeting at 21 East Main Street in Tuckerton is open on Sunday at 10:30 a.m. They welcome all seekers.
	Inside the Barnegat Meeting House.  Photo credit: Pat Johnson
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	2026 Art &
	History Grants
	Commissioner Robert S. Arace is happy to announce a total $240,000 in grant funding will be awarded to 29 (16 arts and 13 historical) Ocean County arts and heritage organizations in 2026 through a highly competitive, peer reviewed application process. Each year, the Ocean County Cultural & Heritage Commission offers funding to Ocean County based non-profit arts and heritage organizations, units of local government, and institutions of higher education seeking to provide quality arts and history programming and services to the public.
	The following organizations received a total of $90,000 in grant awards from Ocean County Cultural & Heritage Commission’s County History Partnership Program Grant towards General Operating or Special Project Support in FY 2026:
	Barnegat Bay Maritime Museum ($7,400)  Barnegat Historical Society ($7,000) Berkeley Township Historical Society ($ 9,400) Borough of Ship Bottom ($5,000) *John F. Peto Studio Museum ($10,800) Lakewood Historical Society ($5,300) *LBI Historical Association ($9,500) Museum of NJ Maritime History ($5,000) Navy Lakehurst Historical Society ($8,100)  Stafford Township Historical Society ($7,500) Toms River Business Development Corp. ($5,000) Toms River Township (Senior Center) ($5,000) Tuckerton Historical Society ($5,000) * Citation of Excellence
	These organizations will receive funding this year from a grant administered by the Ocean County Cultural & Heritage Commission from funds granted by the New Jersey Historical Commission, a division of the Department of State.
	The following arts organizations received a total of $150,000 in grant awards from the Ocean County Cultural & Heritage Commission’s Local Arts Program Grant towards General Operating or Special Project support in FY 2026:
	Arc of Ocean County ($5,000)  Borough of Ship Bottom ($2,500) *Brick Children’s Community Theatre ($17,200)  Island Singers ($8,000) Jewish Federation of Ocean County ($5,000) *John F. Peto Studio Museum ($17,600)  Laurelton Art Society ($5,500) LighthouseInternational Film Festival ($13,100)  NJ Rising Stars, Inc. ($5,000) Ocean County Artist’s Guild ($14,000) Ocean Professional Theatre Company ($12,900)  Pine Shores Art Association ($16,000)  Stafford TownshipHistorical Society ($2,500)  Toms River Artist Community ($15,700) Toms River Business Development Corp. ($5,000) Toms River Township (Senior Center) ($5,000) * Citation of Excellence
	These grants are given to local groups in order to support, promote, and develop the arts in Ocean County. The Local Arts Program Grant is made possible in part by a grant administered by the Ocean County Cultural & Heritage Commission from funds granted by the New Jersey State Council on the Arts.
	For more information regarding the grant program, contact the Ocean County Cultural & Heritage Commission at 732-929-4779, visit their website at www.co.ocean.nj.us/cultural/index.htm, or email culturalheritage@co.ocean.nj.us.

	2027 Local Arts & History Program Grant Applications Available This Summer
	Grant applications become available in August. Grants are offered in Special Project Support and General Operating Support. These grants are competitively awarded based on project/program merit and other criteria. Grants do not need to be matched by the organization for Fiscal Year 2027 thanks to rules from the New Jersey State Council on the Arts and New Jersey Historical Commission.
	Contact the Ocean County Cultural & Heritage Commission office at (732) 929 – 4779, or at culturalheritage@co.ocean.nj.us for more information, or to request an application at your earliest convenience. More information on the FY 2027 applications will be available on our website at: co.ocean.nj.us/ch/frmGrants.aspx in August.
	Important dates for FY27 Local Arts / History Grants:
	Grant Information Workshop:  Wednesday, August 5, 2026, 3:00 or 7:00 PM
	Application Deadline:  Wednesday, September 9, 2026, 5:00 PM
	Ocean County Vendor? Register your organization here: ocgvss.co.ocean.nj.us/webapp/VSSPROD/AltSelfService
	Regrantees attend 2025 Countdown to Revolution.  Photo credit: Ocean County Public Information.
	Barnegat Bay Maritime Museum Boat Shop.  Photo credit: Brian Crockett.
	Quilts of Valor project. Photo Credit: Seaport Stitchers.



	Alternate Sponsorship Program
	The Ocean County Cultural & Heritage Commission offers a variety of capacity building opportunities to non-profits and to date, has awarded over $3.2 million in grants. The Ocean County Cultural & Heritage Commission has announced $240,000 in grant awards for 2026.
	An additional $38,000 is available for 2026 through the Alternate Sponsorship Program for Art and History projects. The program offers reimbursable sponsorships, a rolling deadline throughout the year, simplified request process, and short time frame from request to award. Limited funds are still available in 2026.
	Total Funds Available for Art-based projects:                                 $20,000
	Maximum awards:           $1,000 or $2,000
	Total Funds Available for History-based projects:                          $18,000
	Maximum Award:   $1,000 or $2,000
	Be sure to read the updated FY 2026 Guidelines in full before submitting your application.
	For complete guidelines for the Alternate Sponsorship Program, visit the Ocean County Cultural & Heritage Commission website:
	co.ocean.nj.us/OC/ch/frmAlternateSponsorship.aspx
	Applications and reporting are available online! Please follow directions on the Cultural & Heritage website and in the guidelines.
	The Ocean County Cultural & Heritage Commission’s other resources and support for the cultural community include:
	Local Arts Program and County History Partnership Program grants
	professional development workshops
	technical assistance
	publicity and publication
	partnerships
	co-sponsorships
	professional consulting
	access to national memberships
	STEPs assistance
	recognition through awards

	The Ocean County Cultural & Heritage Commission receives grants from both the New Jersey Council on the Arts and the New Jersey Historical Commission in the Department of State.
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	Summer Concerts
	BARNEGAT TOWNSHIP 609-698-0080 X122 www.barnegat.net/ Barnegat Municipal Dock at 6:30 PM Saturdays, June 6 - August 29.
	BARNEGAT LIGHT 609-494-9196 www.barnegatlight.org Bay Breeze Park at 7:00 PM Mondays, July 13 - August 31.
	LAVALLETTE BOROUGH 732-793-7477 www.lavallette.org/concerts.html Heritage Gazebo at 7:00 PM Sundays, July 5 - August 30.
	MANCHESTER TOWNSHIP 732-657-8121 www.manchestertwp.com Harry Wright Lake at 6:00 PM. Wednesdays, July 8, 22; August 5, 19.
	BERKELEY TOWNSHIP 732-269-4456 twp.berkeley.nj.us Wednesdays, 7:30pm ; July 1, 15,  Saturday, 4-8pm ; August 1, 12, 26
	STAFFORD TOWNSHIP  609-597-1000 staffordhistory.org/concert.html Manahawkin Lake Park at 6:30 PM Mondays, July 6 - August 31.
	SEASIDE PARK BOROUGH 732-793-3700  http://www.seasideparknj.org Police Station Lawn between  5th & 7th Avenues at 7:30 PM  Mondays, June 29 - August 24.
	SHIP BOTTOM BOROUGH 609-494-2171 www.shipbottom.org Waterfront Park, 10th St. &  Shore Ave. at 6:30 PM Thursdays July 2- Sept. 3.
	BRICK TOWNSHIP  732-262-1044 www.bricknj.gov/ Windward Beach Park at  7:00 PM Thursdays; July 2 - 23.
	HARVEY CEDARS BOROUGH 609-361-6000  www.harveycedars.org Sunset Park at 6:30 PM Wednesdays, July 8 - August 12.
	NOTE:  Check with venue for confirmation of time, conditions, date, etc.  Listings are abridged from organizational information and may lack full details.  Subject to change without notice.

	Summer Events
	NOTE: Check with venue for confirmation of time, conditions, date, cost, etc. Listings are abridged from organizational information and may lack full details. Subject to change without notice. * - indicates FREE event
	Ocean County Parks &  Recreation Department 732-506-9090 https://www.oceancountyparks.org/
	Summer Picnic Party * Thurs, June 25; 5 PM - 8 PM. John C. Bartlett Jr. County Park,  399 Brennan Concourse, Bayville Live music & food truck (or pack a picnic). Bring your blankets/chairs.
	Touch-A-Truck * Fri, June 26; 10 AM - 1 PM.  Jakes Branch County Park, 1100 Double Trouble Rd, Beachwood Kids can touch, get behind the wheel, climb, explore, learn, and have fun! Sensory friendly hour 10:00 am-11:00 am.
	Stars & Stripes Spectacular: Patriotic Concert & Drone Show * Thurs, July 2, begins at 7:30 PM. 1198 Bandon Rd, Toms River, NJ  Wilbur Whitman leads a 25-piece orchestra as we wait to be dazzled by a drone show at dark! Bring your blankets/chairs.
	250 Celebration: Ringing from Sea to Shining Sea * Fri, July 4, 1 PM - 3 PM.  Ocean County Courthouse, 118 Washington St, Toms River, NJ 08753 Celebrate 250 years of the USA! Starting with a public reading of the Declaration of Independence, followed by Bells Across America at 2:00 pm, featuring participating bell choirs, ringing together in unity!
	Ocean County Fair Weds - Sat; July 15 - 19 Weds & Thurs; 5 PM - 11 PM. Fri & Sat; 11 AM - 11 PM.  Sun, 11 AM - 5 PM. Robert J. Miller Air Park, 901 Route 530, Berkeley Township, NJ 08721  732-914-9466 or info@oceancountyfair.org $10 admission/Free for kids under 10.
	Beach Ball Blast * Thurs, July 23; 5:30 PM - 8:30 PM. 1198 Bandon Rd, Toms River, NJ  Music, food trucks, games, dancing, crafts, and more! Bring your blankets/chairs.
	44th Annual Old Time Barnegat Bay Decoy & Gunning Show * Sat, Sept. 26; 7 AM - 5 PM &  Sun, Sept. 27; 7 AM – 4:30 PM.  Stanley “Tip” Seaman County Park, 120 Lakeside Dr (Rt 9), Tuckerton, 08087 Contests, carving demos, dock dogs, family activities, art exhibit, & more!
	Albert Music Hall 131 Wells Mills Rd, Waretown, NJ 08758 609-971-1593 www.alberthall.org
	Saturday Night Shows Every Saturday night; Doors 5:30 PM, Show: 6 PM - 9 PM. Enjoy Bluegrass, Country, Folk, Americana, Old-Timey, & Pinelands live music. Food for purchase, cash only venue. Free parking & wheelchair accessible. $6 adults / $1 kids < 12.
	Rock Around the Pines Show Sat, May 16; Doors 5:30 PM, Show: 6:30 PM - 9 PM. A 1950s themed show featuring Rock ‘n’ Roll, Rockabilly, & classic sounds of the era. Food for purchase, cash only venue. $6 adults / $1 kids < 12.
	Outlaw Country Show Sat, June 13; Doors 5:30 PM, Show: 6:30 PM - 9 PM. Celebrating the raw, independent spirit of artists like Waylon Jennings, Willie Nelson, Merle Haggard & more. Food for purchase, cash only venue. $6 adults / $1 kids < 12.
	Bluegrass Festival Sat, July 11; Doors 5 PM, Evening Show: 6 PM - 9 PM Afternoon workshops, activities, & open jams, followed by an evening show. Food for purchase, cash only venue. Show: $6 adults / $1 kids < 12.
	Pineystock 2  Sun, Aug. 9; Doors 1 PM, Show: 2 PM - 5 PM. Turning back time to the Summer of ’69. Live music & good vibes in the Jersey Pines. Hippie attire optional. Food for purchase, cash only venue. Members free, $10 adults / $1 kids < 12.
	Solo Songwriters in the Pines * Weds, Aug. 26; doors 6 PM, Show: 7 PM. Featuring talented performers with an “in the round” format. Original songs & the stories behind them. Food for purchase, cash only venue.

	Barnegat PRIDE PO Box 305,  Barnegat, NJ 08005 https://barnegatpride.com info@barnegatpride.com
	Barnegat Pride's 2nd Annual Pride Festival * Sat, June 6; 11:30 AM - 5 PM. 382 N Main St, Barnegat, NJ 08005 Live Music & shows, food for purchase, & vendors all day!  $5 Suggested donation/bring a non-perishable food donation.
	Beach Haven Chamber of Commerce P.O. Box 1093 Beach Haven, NJ 08008 beachhavenchamber@gmail.com
	Beach Haven Art Walk * Sat, May 30; 9 AM - 4 PM. A fine arts & crafts festival along Bay Ave from Pearl St to 8th St, the annual Art Walk offers art for display & sale to the public.
	Downtown Toms River  Washington Street 732-341-8738 https://downtowntomsriver.com/
	Downtown Night Out * Every Fri & Sat night; May 29 - Oct. 17. Downtown Toms River comes alive with music, shopping, and more!
	Toms River Pride * Sat, June 13; 1 PM - 7 PM. Downtown Toms River shows off its PRIDE in this inclusionary festival.
	Summer in the Street * Sat, July 18; 2 PM - 8 PM.  Celebrate summer, with live music, handcraft & artisan vendors, food, & family activities.
	Harvey Cedars Activity Committee       Sunset Park, W. Salem Ave,  Harvey Cedars, NJ 08008 609-361-6000  https://www.harveycedars.org/
	Craft Day by the Bay Sat, July 4; 9 AM - 3 PM. 60+ crafters. Something for everyone! Food available for purchase.
	Blue Claw Craft Show Sat, Aug 15; 10 AM - 3 PM. 40+ craft vendors. Something for everyone! Food available for purchase.
	Jay and Linda Grunin Center  for the Arts  Ocean County College, College Drive,  Toms River, NJ 08753 732-255-0400  www.grunincenter.org
	Raul Midón Sat, May 16; 7 PM. Gia Maione Prima Foundation Studio Theatre (Building 12) Singer-Songwriter combines smooth folk, alt pop, & jazz masterfully. Tickets $35.
	Sentimental Journey Big Band Sun, May 17; 3 PM.  Main Stage (Building 11A) Bringing you the best of the Swing Era: vocalist Altha Morton sings the jazzed-up versions of country, pop, & R&B hits. Adult $28/Senior $24
	EagleMania Sat, June 20; 8 PM. Main Stage (Building 11A) If you like The Eagles, you simply must experience the world’s greatest Eagles Tribute, EagleMania! Orchestra $49/Mezzanine $45
	Lerner and Loewe’s My Fair Lady 7 PM: July 10, 11, 17, 18,  1 PM: July 12, 18, 19  Main Stage (Building 11A) Lerner and Loewe’s award-winning story of a cockney flower girl transformed into an elegant lady is widely considered one of the greatest musicals of all time. Adult $32/Senior $28/Student $24.
	John F. Peto Studio Museum  102 Cedar Avenue, PO Box 102,   Island Heights, NJ 08732  732-929-4949  http://www.petomuseum.org
	Inspirations: A Global Cascade of Influence Now - Sun, Aug 30; Sat & Sun tours, 1 PM & 2:30 PM, book online or call.  A landmark collaboration with the ÀNI Art Academies. This international exhibition unites works from ÀNI artists across five countries; each created as a personal reflection on what inspires them to create. Adults $10/Seniors $8/children under 12/students: free.
	2026 Summer Concert Series * Undisputed: Fri, June 19; 7 PM - 9 PM. The Kootz: Fri, July 17; 7 PM - 9 PM. Please bring a chair & refreshments & get ready to enjoy an evening of live music!
	2026 Peto Cup Fundraiser & Regatta  Fri, Aug. 7; 5:30 PM - 9:30 PM. Toms River Yacht Club, 1464 Riviera Ave, Toms River, NJ 08753  BBQ, Auctions, 50/50 Raffle, & Live Music!  Advance Admission: $85/pp. After July 27th, 2026: $100/pp. Door Price: $100.
	Lighthouse International Film Festival   Venue: Long Beach Island Foundation of the Arts and Sciences   120 Long Beach Blvd  Long Beach Township, NJ 08008  609-494-1241  http://www.lighthouseff.com/
	Lighthouse International Film Festival June 10 - 14; check schedules for times. The LIFF, now in its 18th year, is renowned for showcasing a diverse lineup of independent films, fostering emerging talent, & creating meaningful connections between filmmakers & audiences. Film Only Pass: $110; All Access Pass: $160
	Long Beach Island Foundation of the Arts and Sciences   120 Long Beach Blvd  Long Beach Township, NJ 08008  609-494-1241 https://www.lbifoundation.org/
	Ceramics: Intro to the Wheel Session 1  Thurs, May 14, 21, 28, June 4, June 11 Session 2  Thurs, June 18, 25, July 2, 9, 16.  Session 3  Thurs, July 30, Aug 6, 13, 20, 27.  Session 4  Thurs, Sept 3, 10, 17, 24, Oct 1.  All sessions:  6 PM – 8:30 PM. Each session: $295.
	Upcycled Patchwork Sweatshirt Sat, May 16; 1 PM- 3 PM. $65.
	Paint + Sip Mon, May 18; Mon, July 20; Mon, Aug 17;  Mon, Sept 14. All classes: 4 PM – 6 PM. Each: $45.
	Glass Mosaic Thurs, May 21; Thurs, June 18;  Thurs, July 16; Thurs, Aug 20.  All classes: 11 AM - 3 PM. Each: $70.
	Ceramic Wall Pockets Tues, June 9; Tues, July 7; Tues, Aug. 4.  All classes: 3 PM – 5 PM. Each: $60.
	Ceramics: Raku for You Weds, June 10, 17, 24, July 1, 8, 15; 10 AM – 2 PM. $500.
	Ceramic Berry Bowl Mug Tues, June 16; Tues, July 14; Tues, Aug. 11.  All classes: 3 PM – 5 PM. Each: $60.
	Ceramic Fairy Houses Thurs, June 18; 3 PM – 5 PM. $50.  Thurs, July 23; 5 PM – 7 PM. $50. Thurs, Aug. 20; 3 PM – 5 PM. $50.
	Natural Dyeing and Handprinting for Beginners Tues, June 23; 10 AM - 1:30 PM. $125.
	Ceramic Gnome Alone Tues, June 23; Tues, Aug. 18; Tues, Sept 1. All classes: 3 PM – 5 PM. $60.
	Needle Felting Weds, June 24; Thurs, July 23; Weds, Aug. 12; All classes:  10 AM – 12 PM. Each: $57.
	Sterling Silver Love Knot Ring  Thurs, June 25; 11 AM – 3 PMm. $110.
	Ceramic Tic-Tac-Toe Boards  Thurs, June 25; Thurs, July 30; Thurs, Aug. 27; All classes: 3 PM – 5 PM. Each: $45.
	Portraiture in Oils Demonstration w/ Paul DuSold * Mon, June 29; 4 PM – 5 PM. Free!
	Ceramic Lanterns Tues, June 30; Tues, July 28; Tues, Aug. 25; All classes: 3 PM – 5 PM. Each: $60.
	Watercolor Techniques Weds, July 1; Weds, July 8; Weds, July 15;  Weds, July 22; Weds, July 29; Weds, Aug. 12; Weds, Aug. 26; Weds, Sept. 2;  All Classes: 9:30 AM - 12:30 PM. Each: $40.
	Eco-Printing on a Silk Pillowcase Thurs, July 2 10 AM - 1:30 PM. $155.
	Frame Loom Weaving Tues, July 7; 11 AM – 2 PM. $80.
	Master Class: Plein Air Workshop with Joe Gyurcsak Weds, July 8-10; 8:30 AM – 10 AM. $500.
	Sterling Silver Sea Glass Pendant Thurs, July 9; 11 AM – 3 PM. $120.
	Figure Drawing Fri, July 10; Fri, July 17; Fri, July 24; Fri, July 31; All Classes: 10:30 AM - 12:30 PM. Each: $50.
	Session 1 Master Class: Portraiture with Edgar Jerins Mon & Tues, July 13 & 14; 9 AM – 12 PM. $60.
	Session 2 Master Class: Portraiture w/ Edgar Jerins Mon & Tues, July 13 & 14; 1 PM – 4 PM. $60.
	Marbling Paper Tues, July 14; 12 PM - 3:30 PM. $40.
	Drawing Using a Mindful Approach Weds, July 15; 11 AM – 1 PM. $50.
	Block Printing Cards Thurs, July 16; 11 AM – 2 PM. $50.
	Shibori Dyed Scarves Tues, July 21; 11 AM – 2 PM. $100.
	Pastel Painting Tues, July 21; Tues, July 28; Tues, Aug. 4; Tues, Aug. 11; All classes: 1 PM – 4 PM. Each: $45.
	Blooming Bouquet Beaded Bracelet Weds, July 22; 11 AM – 2 PM. $45.
	Braided Copper Fishtail Cuff Thurs, July 23; 11 AM – 3 PM. $115.
	Oil + Acrylic Thurs, July 30; Thurs, Aug. 13; All classes: 9:30 AM - 12:30 PM. Each: $50.
	Master Class: Plein Air on the Shore  w/ Garin Baker  Sun & Mon, Aug. 2 & 3; 6:30 AM - 10 AM + 5:00 PM - 8:00 PM. $250.
	Collage Mon, Aug. 3; 12 PM - 2:30 PM. $40.
	Macrame Tahitian Pearl Necklace Thurs, Aug. 6; 11 AM – 3 PM. $100.
	Weaving in the Round Thurs, Aug. 6; 11 AM – 2 PM. $80.
	Printing with Rust Tues, Aug. 11; 10 AM - 1:30 PM. $125.
	Block Printing Cards Thurs, Aug. 13; 11 AM – 2 PM. $50.
	Shibori Dyed Scarves Tues, Aug. 18; 11 AM – 2 PM. $100.
	Master Class: Portraiture Painting  w/ Paul DuSold Thurs & Fri, Aug. 20 & 21; 9 m – 4 pm. $275.
	Sterling Silver Gemstone and Chain Dangle Earrings Thurs, Aug. 20; 11 AM – 3 PM. $135.
	Master Class: Pastel Drawing w/ Chung-Fan Chang Tues, Aug. 25; 10 AM – 12 PM. $60.
	Master Class: Watercolor Seascapes w/ Chung-Fan Chang Tues, Aug. 25; 1:30 PM - 3:30 PM. $60.
	Master Class: Eastern Brush Painting w/ Chung-Fan Chang Thurs, Sept. 3; 10 AM – 12 PM. $60.
	Eco-Printing Thurs, Sept. 10; 10 AM – 2 PM. $185.
	Long Beach Island Historical Museum 129 Engleside Avenue Beach Haven, New Jersey 08008 609-492-0700 https://www.lbihistoricalmuseum.org
	Long Beach Island Historical Association Sat, May 16; 11 AM - 6 PM.  Check-in at the LBI Museum before heading out to tour historic homes, then enjoy Beach Haven’s best bites at a festive cocktail party. Ticket prices vary.
	History Happens Here – My Story, General George Meade * Weds, May 27; 12:30 PM.  Meet Gettysburg hero Meade, battlefield genius & lighthouse designer, with Andy Waskie of the General Meade Society.
	50th Anniversary Open House * Sat, May 30; 10 AM - 4 PM.   Celebrate LBI history-tours, exhibits, shipwrecks, and family fun at the museum’s 50th!
	History Happens Here- The British Soldier & the American Revolution * Weds. June 17; 4 PM.  British Redcoats on LBI! Join Jeff Brown as he Dive into Revolutionary War life with muskets, stories, & local impact.
	Summer S.T.E.A.M. in the Museum Mondays in July & Aug; 10 AM. Design challenges using museum artifacts spark creativity, learning, & teamwork.
	Ocean County Artists' Guild  22 Chestnut Avenue  Island Heights, NJ 08732  732-270-3111  http://www.ocartistsguild.org/
	Undraped Figure Drawing 1st & 3rd Saturdays; 10 AM - 12 PM.   Live model & short poses (1 - 15 min).  Members: $20, non-members: $25.
	Gelli Plate Do Your Own Thing 2nd Saturdays; 1 PM - 4 PM.  Members: $7. Non-Members: $10.
	Portrait Group (weekly) 2nd, 3rd, & 4th Sundays, 2 PM – 4 PM. Members: $10, Non-Members: $25; NEW: Teen/HS Draw FREE, College students: $10.
	Island Heights Cultural & Heritage Association Lecture Series * 3rd Monday, from April through October. 6 PM - 10 PM.
	Print Group Tuesdays, 12:30 PM - 4 PM. Materials provided at cost. Reduction printing in all forms using water-based ink & hand painting. $7.
	Undraped Long Pose Figure Drawing & Painting 1st & 3rd Tuesdays; 7 PM – 9 PM.  Undraped figure drawing with live model in long poses. Members: $20, non-members: $25.
	Do Your Own Thing Thursdays, 10 AM- 4 PM.  A fun time to work with others in a creative atmosphere. Bring your own equipment. Join us for lunch! $10.
	Art Chat 2026 * 4th Fridays, 5 PM- 6:30 PM.  Let’s get together to share and talk about our art! Bring your work: a completed piece or a work in progress.
	OCAG 2026 Acoustic Concert Series * Jim Crawford & TBA:  Fri, May 15;   7 PM- 9 PM.  Easy as Pie Fri, July 17; 6:30 PM - 9 PM. Ladies Night Out: Gilrane, Lutton & Miller Fri, Aug 21; 6:30 PM - 9 PM.
	Alcohol Ink on Tile Workshop Sat, May 16; 10 AM - 2 PM. $40.
	Troubleshooting Faces, Hands & Feet Sun, May 17; 11 AM - 1 PM. $60.
	Drawing with Joseph Rogine Mon, May 18; 1 PM – 3 PM. $25.
	Acrylic Deli Prints Fri, May 22 @ 10 AM - 1 PM. $35.
	June Children’s Classes: Wednesdays May 27, June 2, 10, 17; 4 PM - 5:15 PM.  $125.
	Texture Explosion!  Creating Dimensional Paintings Fri, June 5; 10 AM - 2 PM. $50.
	June Gallery Reception Sun, June 7; 1 PM - 4 PM.
	Coastal Sunrises & Sunsets Watercolor Mon, June 8, 15, 22 & 29; 9:30 AM - 12 PM. $100.
	Sweet Summer Watercolors Weds, June 24, July 1, 8, 15, 22, 29; 9:30 AM - 12 PM. Members: $120, Non-Members $150.
	Summer Garden Series Watercolor Mon, July 6; 9:30 AM - 12 PM. $100.
	July Children’s Summer Camps Weds July 8, 15, 22, 29. 10:30 AM - 12 PM. Weds July 8, 15, 22, 29. 1 PM – 2:30 PM. Either session: Members: $100, Non-Members: $125.
	Oil Painting Class: All Levels Thurs, July 9, 16, 23, 30, Aug 6, 13;  7 PM - 9 PM. $230.
	Drawing the Undraped Figure Sat, July 11 & 25, 10 AM - 12 PM. $100.
	Whimsical Pets Workshop Fri, July 31; 10 AM - 2 PM. $35.
	August Gallery Reception Sun, Aug. 2; 1 PM - 4 PM.
	Loose as a Goose Watercolor Mon, Aug. 3, 10, 17, 24; 9:30 AM – 12 PM. Members: $80, Non-Members: $100.
	Children’s Summer Camps: August Tues, Aug. 4, 11, 18, 25. 10:30 AM - 12 PM. Weds Aug. 5, 12, 19, 26; 10:30 A, – 12 PM. Weds Aug. 5, 12, 19, 26; 1 PM – 2:30 PM. All Sessions: Members: $80, Non-Members: $100.
	Let it Flow: Loose Watercolor Weds, Aug. 5, 12, 19, 26, Sept 2, 9; 9:30 AM - 12 PM. $150.
	From Storybook to Soulbook: Whimsical Art Journal Workshop Fri, Aug. 21, 10 AM - 3 PM. $45.
	Decoy Carving with Jode Hillman Sun, Aug. 23; 9:30 AM - 3:30 PM.  Members: $235, Non-Members: $250. Participants will carve and paint an antique style black belly plover.
	Whispers of Autumn Watercolor Mon, Aug 31, Sept. 14, 21, 28; 9:30 AM - 12 PM. $100.
	Pine Shores Art Association  94 Stafford Avenue   Stafford, NJ 08050  140 E. Main Street (Rt 9)   Tuckerton, NJ 08087  609-597-3557  www.pineshoresartassociation.org
	Art Chat* 1st Tues of the month: Tuckerton Library, 1 PM - 3 PM;  3rd Tues of the month: Barnegat Library. Bring your artwork to share & talk about with the group.
	Gallery Visits & Do-Your-Own-Thing*  Stafford:  Thursdays, 10 AM - 3 PM; Tuckerton:  Fridays, 10 AM - 2 PM.
	Portrait Sessions: Stafford Thursdays, 7 PM- 9 PM. Clothed model, all welcome. Model fee: $5.
	Zen Meditative Drawing – Bag it Up! Tues, May 19; 5 PM - 8 PM. $40.
	The Still Life in Watercolor & Gouache Fri, June 5; 10 AM - 2 PM.  Members: $140, Non-Members: $180.
	Acrylic Painting Foundations: Intro to Color Mixing Sat, June 6; 10 AM - 2 PM.  Members: $55, Non-Members: $65.
	Cafe Scenes in Pastel Tues, June 9; 9 AM - 3 PM.  Members: $60, Non-Members: $65.
	“Make it in Glass”: 6×8 Glass Mosaic  Tues, June 9; 11 AM - 3 PM. $80.
	Dramatic Sky over Barnegat Light Weds, June 10; 10 AM - 3 PM.  $100.
	Seascapes & Shorelines– Capturing the Rhythm of the Coast in Watercolor Tues, June 16; 11 AM - 3 PM.  Members: $95, Non-Members: $125.
	Coastal Calm– Paint Your First Acrylic Seascape Sat, June 20; 10 AM - 2 PM.  Members: $55 Non-Members: $65.
	Beginner Alcohol Inks with Supplies Included Tues, June 30; 10 AM - 1 PM.  Members: $30, Non-Members: $40.
	Watercolor Pencils 101 Weds, July 8; 10 AM - 12 PM. $35.
	Watercolor Pencils & Painting - an Exploration of Techniques  Weds, July 8; 1 PM - 4 PM. $50.
	Beginner Pastel - the Next level Tues, July 21; 9 AM - 12 PM.  Members: $60, Non-Members: $65.
	Zen Meditative Drawing: Scratch Art Tues, July 21; 5 PM - 8 PM. $40.
	Children's Art Classes with Miss Alex & Miss Anne (6 - 10 Years old) Weds, July 22, 29, Aug 5, 12, 19, 26; 6:15 PM - 7:30 PM. $85.
	Fused Glass Suncatcher Mon, Aug 3; 11 AM - 3 PM. $85.
	Painting a Marine Still Life with Watercolor Weds, Aug 12; 10 AM - 3 PM.  Members: $75, Non-Members: $100.
	Colored Glass & Clear Glass Reflections in Soft Pastel Sat, Aug 15; 9 AM - 3 PM.  Members: $65, Non-Members: $60.
	Sea Haven Singers P.O Box 305 Tuckerton, NJ 973-778-2471
	"Our Republic: America Through the Years" * Sat, July 11; 3 PM. 210 Main Street (Rte 9) in Tuckerton. This free concert will pluck your heartstrings with songs we all know &  some new but all stirring!
	Surflight Theatre  201 Engleside Ave., PO Box 1155  Beach Haven, NJ 08008  609-492-9477  http://www.surflight.org  Shows, dates and times are subject to change. Run times are approximate. Ticket prices vary.
	A Grand Night For Singing 2 PM: May 24, 28, 31, June 2, 4, 7 8 PM: May 23, 24, 29, 30, June 4, 5, 6 Guys and Dolls  2 PM: June 18, 21, 23, 25, 28, 30, July 5 8 PM: June 18, 19, 20, 23, 24, 25, 27, 30, July 1, 2, 3 Young Frankenstein 2 PM: July 9, 12, 14, 16, 19, 21, 26 8 PM: July 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 14, 15, 16, 18, 21, 22, 23, 24, 25
	Pretty Woman: The Musical  2 PM: July 30, Aug 2, 4, 6, 9, 11, 16 8 PM: July 28, 29, 30, 31, Aug 1, 4, 5, 6, 8, 11, 12, 14, 15 1776: The Musical 2 PM: Aug 20, 23, 25, 27, 30 8 PM: Aug 18, 19, 20, 21, 22, 25, 26, 27, 29 Ghost: The Musical 2 PM: Sept. 3, 6, 8, 10, 13, 15, 20 8 PM: Sept. 1-5 7:30 PM: Sept. 8, 9, 10, 12, 15, 16, 17, 18, 19
	Children’s Theatre:  All shows begin at 6 PM.  Cinderella: June 24 - 28; Aug. 5 - 9. Wizard of Oz: July 1 - 3; Aug. 19 - 23. Snow White: July 8 - 12; Aug. 26 - 30. Peter Pan: July 15 - 19.  Aladdin Jr.: July 22 - 26; Aug. 12 - 16.  Little Mermaid: July 29 - 31; Aug. 1-2; Sept. 2 - 6.
	Tuckerton Historical Society 35 Leitz Blvd, West Tuckerton/LEH 609-294-1547 www.tuckertonhistoricalsociety.org
	Yard Sale Fundraiser  Sat. June 6; 9 AM until sold out; 220 S. Green Street, Tuckerton. Visit Tuckerton’s “Crik” Museum during the Sale for goods and tours—proceeds support the Historical Society.
	“Ebenezer Tucker celebrates our Nation’s 250th Anniversary” Sat, June 6; 2 PM; 220 S. Green Street, Tuckerton. Ebenezer Tucker recounts his life and contributions to the U.S., New Jersey, and Tuckerton.
	“The History of Bicycles, the Tuckerton Wheelmen & Local Velodrome Racing” Sat, July 18, 2 PM; Charlie O’Toole will present, a member of The Wheelmen Association & local resident. Antique bicycles on display & a demonstration of riding a big wheel bicycle.
	“Lenape Culture, History & the Lenapehoking Reestablishment Project” Sat, Aug. 15; 2 PM.  Presentation by Ty Dancing Wolf Ellis, Founder & CEO of the Lenapehoking Reestablishment Project.
	51st Annual Ye Old Antique Clamtown Flea Market Sat. Sept. 12, 8 AM - 4 PM Stanley “Tip” Seaman County Park, 120 Lakeside Drive (Rt 9), Tuckerton Vendors, food, gifts, & $5 antique appraisals.
	Toms River Artist Community (TRAC)  40 Main Street   Toms River, NJ 08753  732-377-0290  https://trac732.com/
	Little Artist, Big Imaginations! Kids Monthly Art Class  1st Saturday of the Month, 9 AM- 11 AM; ages 5 - 8. $35.
	Art Adventures for Tweens 3rd  Saturday of the month, 9 AM- 11 AM; ages 9 - 12. $35.
	Sketchbookers Open Meeting * 2nd Tuesday of each month, 6 PM - 8 PM.
	C & C Art Factory: Weekly Art Classes for Teens  Tuesdays, 6 PM - 8 PMdence, & a portfolio to be proud of. Open to all levels. Beginners welcome! Members: $30, Non-Members: $35.
	Visit www.oceancountytourism.com to view up to date cultural events or list your organization’s own.
	Barnegat Light Mile Swim  by Catherine Rush
	Ocean County Cultural and Heritage Commission 1198 Bandon Road Toms River, NJ 08753 (732) 929 - 4779 www.co.ocean.nj.us/ch/
	Ocean County Board of Commissioners Robert S. Arace, Liaison to Parks and Recreation Jennifier Bacchione Sam Ellenbogen Ray Gormley Frank Sadeghi
	Mary Jane Bavais, Director of Parks and Recreation www.oceancountyparks.org
	This News Guide is sponsored by the Ocean County Board of Commissioners and is in conjunction with funds from the NJ State Council on the Arts and the NJ Historical Commission through the Ocean County Cultural & Heritage Commission, Robert S. Arace, Liaison.

