Kris Anderson
by Karl Anderson

Kris Anderson’s father came to America from Norway after sailing the
world as crewman on a three-masted Barkentine to work in the pound
fishing industry at Lavalette. He came to L.B.I. in 1916 and started a
pound fishing company called the Crest Fishery in Beach Haven.
Terrace which was one of the last operating pounds on the New Jersey
coast after WWII. Kris and his family were the driving force in creating
the replica of the Crest Fishery at the Tuckerton Seaport.

He was born in 1933 and attended the Beach Haven Elementary School
and Barnegat High School. Kris was able to start going to sea on the
pound boats launching and landing from the surf at age 5 and as he
grew up, he worked intermittently building the fish boxes, lifting the
pounds, changing the nets, pumping the poles into the ocean bottom
among all the other chores to operate the fishery daily. We believe he
is the last person around that actually went to sea on the pounds boats
from the surf.

At 13 years old he began fishing on charter boats from the once famous
Beach Haven Yacht Club, which had the largest charter fleet in the
world in the 30’s leading up to WWII. As a mate he began working for
Capt. Fred Nichterlein on the Sea Spray, Capt. Walter Voss on the
Pompano, Capt. Bill Howe on the Augusta and several others during
the summers through high school and college where he attended the
East Carolina University in Greenville, NC. He had many days with
great bluefin tuna catches from the Barnegat Ridge and then the bluefish came in and became the targeted catch were
on one day while mating for Capt. Dick Johnson on the Four Sisters they caught and incredible 602 bluefish for the
charter, making them the high catch boat for the day and the summer.

At age 14 he began duck hunting on the Little Egg Bay from his sneakbox, getting towed out to the marsh and back
in by friends as he did not have a boat of his own. He made his own black duck decoys from cork that came out of the
old Beach Haven Freezer Co. which was the insulation for the large ice freezers. He used whatever he could find for
his decoy heads using commercial heads and some of his own carved heads. Those decoys are still ready to go today.
He has enjoyed water fowling on the Barnegat, Little Egg and Great Bays as well as goose hunting in the corn field
blinds of west Jersey to this day when the opportunity arises.

After college he served in the U.S. Army during the Cold War, stationed in Frankfurt, Germany. He returned to Beach
Haven and built his family home next to the bay providing the gateway to his lifetime of fishing, clamming, crabbing,
scallop dredging, gunning and teaching his family about the importance of a healthy bay to be able to enjoy all these
pursuits.

He has held a commercial crab pot license since mandated by the state of New Jersey and continues to crab during the
summers for family and friends and hosts regular crab feasts on the deck of his home in Beach Haven with his wife
of 61 years Marjorie. He has taken a great pleasure to teach his children and grand children about the bay and how to
put the pots out and retrieve them, shake them out, pick the pots clean then cook the crabs as well as how to correctly
pick and eat the crabs.

During the summers in the 1960°s and ’70’s he clammed the bay selling to various purveyors and also captained
several private boats out of Beach Haven into the *80’s. An avid big game fisherman, he has also had the opportunity
to travel to many of the top fishing destinations in the world. In 1969 he traveled with his regular fishing crew to Lew-
isport, Newfoundland to fish for Giant Bluefin Tuna. In later years he fished for giants in Nova Scotia and Prince Ed-
ward Island, Canada. In 1979 he had the opportunity to fish the first Hemingway Invitational Marlin Tournament held
in Havana, Cuba. He has fished the Atlantic from Beach Haven, Hatteras, Cape May, Ocean City, Maryland, Cape
Cod, Florida, The Bahamas, Cuba, St. Thomas, Mexico and has also fished Panama in the Pacific Ocean.



He was an integral part of the crew on the “Anthracite” with owner Dick Ryon that were featured in the Marlin
Magazine story, “Canyon Pioneers.” In 1959 they were the first to reach the canyons off the New Jersey, Delaware,
Maryland and Virginia coasts fishing for tuna, White and Blue Marlin.

During the 1970’s he was Chairman of the Southern Ocean County Ducks Unlimited Chapter committee where they
raised the most dollars in the State of New Jersey for the ten years he was chapter chairman. These were sell out events
to raise “bucks for ducks.” He has been a life member of the Beach Haven Volunteer Fire Company, life member of
the Beach Haven Marlin & Tuna Club as well as having been a longtime member of the Barnegat Baymen’s Museum
and the New Jersey Decoy Collectors Association. He has enjoyed collecting birds from many of the local Barnegat
Bay style carvers. His collection is focused on the Brant as the local bays were the major wintering grounds for the
once great flocks that arrived here.

As the Tuckerton Seaport was expanding he was able to provide the seed money then organize and sponsor a fund
raiser to contribute to the building of the replica of his fathers business, the “Crest Fishery” which is on display at the
Seaport today. Pound fishing was the first major industry in the area and played a huge part in the development and
growth of the local area. Fish from the nets were shipped via rail and truck to markets in New York, Philadelphia,
Baltimore and beyond. Many of his private collection artifacts including photographs, movies, codfish gear and the
like are on loan to the Seaport.

Over the years his garage has served as a workshop of sorts where he has repaired and rebuilt his sneakboxes, built
pond boxes, built two garveys — the last one which was built in 1974. Using Jersey cedar from Abbotts Saw Mill and
glassing with epoxy which was a very “new” technology at the time proving to be a good process as he continues to
crab, clam, harvest mussels and fish from that boat. Today epoxy is the preferred material for custom boatbuilders
worldwide.

Kris is upbeat about the future of the bays health having witnessed a degradation over the years in water quality and
biomass abundance of many species. Now there is a rebirth with cleaner water and an uptick in eel grass growth. He
believes this is due to the burgeoning oyster farms, clam leases and young baymen working these businesses and
caring for the bays. He sees this as one of the great hopes for the health and sustainability of the entire watershed
offering future generations the gratification and bounty that he and his family have enjoyed for his lifetime. )



