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in a 1970 Yacht Club of Pleasantville race for his boat 
Flower Power. The Jersey Speed Garvey Association 
aw'.ll"ded him in 1964 for the High Point Boat, Who's 
Chicken. 

Racing on land was a hobby for Bob, also. He used 
to race in enduro races on motorcycles for 90 miles 
through the woods, mud and whatever else came 
up. The riders wore helmets and protective face 
coverings. 

He made a 50-caliber muzzle loader (which uses 
black powder) from a kit, and has put together oth­
ers for some of his friends. Working with leather was 
still another pastime which yielded men's wallets, 
belts, gun holsters, ladies handbags and a miniature 
saddle. 

·For clamming, he made tong stales. He fishes and 
crabs on the bay for his own use, also. When he was 
younger, he duck hunted and bow hunted for deer. 
Now he hunts deer in New Jersey and Maine, hunts 
bear in Maine, and hunts rabbits. 

Locally, Bob worked as a mail man with a West 
Creek rural delivery route, was the township's first 
zoning officer, and has been on the township com­
mittee, the planning board and the school board. In 
theArmyfor21hyears,hewasstationedinHawaii.He 
has worked as a contractor running heavy equip­
ment, worked on the New Jersey Turnpike, and was a 
union carpenter at Ft. Dix. At one time he worked for 
Norfolk Dry Dock and Ship Building in Virginia. 

He has been carving decoys for the past 10 years; 
he also carves miniature sneakboxes and miniature 
ducks. 

Compiled from interviews by Blaine Bush 

ROBERT "ROCKY" WYCKOFF 

Rocky Wyckoff, of Parkertown, first "got his feet 
wet" in the bay from the 24-foot and 26-foot pole gar­
veys of his grandfather, Gene Gale. He explored the 
local waters by himself at an early age - when he was 
14 he rowed down Tuckerton Creek and across the 
bay in a little garvey-type rowboat. He would row 
over to Heather Island, Middle Island and Storey Is­
land to tread and tong for clams. By age 16, he could 
command his grandfather's 26-foot boat. 

He later built his own 25-foot clamming garvey, as 
well as the more common smaller, 10- and 12-foot 
versions. The value of these boats had already gone 
up from the $26 his grandfather got for building a 
26-foot clamming model in the late 1800s. 

But Rocky's tales of prices paid for the bay's 
plenty amaze the buyer today. Years ago, Rocky 
used to go oystering at the mouth of the Bass River 
and along thP M111lica Tn thP latP 1<l~n. <rhoonP" 
from the Delaware Bay. used to come in and buy the 
catch, at better-than-bargain prices. At one time, 
clams sold for 50 cents a thousand or five cents for a 
hundred. Usually Rocky got between $1 and $1.25 
for a thousand clams. Rocky also remembers a res­
taurant in that area where, around 1945, you could 
get an oyster sandwich for 50 cents. Its prize was 
four or five big oysters lying between the bread. 

As a waterfowl guide for the Middle Island Gun­
ning Club for four or five years, Rocky enjoyed duck 
hunting. The best part, he said, was sitting on the 
water in a boat watching the ducks decoying into 
his rig. He made his own decoys - geese, blqck 
duck and brant. 

Other forms of hunting weren't as much to his 
liking. He went rabbit hunting one time, but didn't 
care for it and never went again, he said. He hunted 
deer with a club in Tuckerton, and the only deer he 
ever shot was crippled. 
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(named after an old area carver) to old­
timers who were baymen in this area. One 
guy who we had given it to, Weldon Parker, 
had known me since I was born. He called 
me up and asked me to stop over. And I did. 
And when he saw me, his eyes filled up with 
water. I guess his exact ':Vords were: 'Boy, 
you don't know what this means to me.'" 

Gormley pauses for a moment. "These 
guys thought they'd never be appreciated. 
Now we want to prove to them that this 
whole area is behind what we're trying 
to do." 

To contact the museum organizers, call 
Harry Disbrow Jr. at (609) 296-7111 or 
Tom Gormley at (609) 294-1415. To buy the 
Tom Hirata print on the front cover, sales 
of which benefit the museum, contact 
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SHACKLETON, HAZEL TINE 
AND BISHOP 

COUNSELORS 
AT LAW 

ALL CLAIMS INVOLVING PERSONAL INJURY, 
WILLS, ESTA TES, REAL ESTATE AND THE 

GENERAL PRACTICE OF LAW 

Richard J. Shackleton, Esq. 
Colin R. Hazelton, Esq. 
James E. Bishop, Esq. 
James Den Uyl, Esq. 
Michael T. Collins, Esq. 

Laura M. Benson, Esq. 
Mary Jane Lidaka, Esq. 
Jeffrey B. Beacham, Esq. 
Martin R. McGowan, Esq. 
Eric J. Miller, Esq. 
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