
CAPT. CHET HOLMAN 

Chet Holman was born in West Creek in 1906 and 
lived there until 1915 when his family m.oved down 
the road to Parkertown. He has lived there ever since. 

After graduating from Tuckerton High School in 
1924, he went to work building a fishing pier with the 
Kingfamily from B@ch Haven. His next job was with 
Elmer King on the ice wagon in B@ch Haven, selling 
and delivering ice to the pound fisheries. Chet also 
cut ice for Joe Cox's Ice House, which used to stand 
behind Tip's Hardware on Route ·9 and Dock Road, 
West Creek. . 

In.1926, Chet went to Philadelphia to get his 
captai~'s license and he purchased his first boat, a 36-
foot cat yacht, converted into a charter boat by Har­
land Price, a bayman from Parkertown. 

During the Depression Chet charged $10 to $12 to 
charter a party of sil< from Parkettown Dock. Chet 
would start fishing from about late March for winter 
flounder, to Jilly for weakfish and to. November for 
stripers. ., 

Croakers made good 'night fishing, Chet said. 
Charter• ~ests also liked.chuntl)ling for weakfish off 
Long Pomt :with·grass shrimp, and striper fishing.in 
the fall at Barnegat Inlet was just as popular. In1 one 
week, he sailed 13 parties~ They would leave the dock 
at 6 a.m., be back by 2 p.m. and go· out again until 
dark. 

Sometime in the late 1940s, Chet purchased his 
second boat,. called the Peggy "D", which he ran until 
the '60s when he bought a skiff to ,do his fishing from. 

Chet has some pietures of his fishing trips; one 
shows a Thanksgiving Day trip off Barnegijt Inlet in 
1949 when Chet, J. Mason Price and Richard nDick" 
McKandless caught 80 stripers. · 

Deer ahd duck hunting were also a part of Chet's 
life. He and his good friend Joe.Dayton did a lot of 
hunting together. from broadbills in November to 
bucks in December, , 

Growing up in Parkertown, as a kid Chet was able 
to watch Bill Brown, a decoy carver, .make decoys 
from Jersey white cedar. , 

Chet was once the mayor of Little Egg Harbor 
Township. He served as mayor from 1939 to 1965 and 
was the secretary of the Ocean County Board of Tax­
ation from 1938to1976. 

Now Chet enjoys keeping his house and properly 
looking nice and spending a lot of time with his 
family. · 

MILTON CRANMER 

Milton Cranmer was born in 1912 in Manahawkin 
and still live8 there today. Milt was a union carpenter 
by trade but his heart was on the bay; where he has 
spent all his free time. , 

. Every fall when duck season '.opened signaled time 
for Milt to take off from his regtJlar job for the whole 
season to guide duck hunting parties. 

In 1943 Milt and his good friend Willard "Bill'~ In­
man fo~ed the Flat Creek Guide Service. They used 
a shack on the Flat Creek meadows locally known as 
Cream Puff Castle as . their base. They leased the 
meadows from Milt's relatives for $1 a day for 365 
days a year, operating .,their service until 1 '!57. 

They charged $50 a day for.a blind, a guide and 
decoys. Most of their trips were for. broadbills and 
black ducks, and. the black duck hunting there was 
great. 1heir meadows had a pond with l'\ll artesian 
well that never froze. . , .. 

Some prefessional baseball players 2ame out for 
Milt's gtJiding skills during that time - Roger nDoc" 
Cramer, Ray Scarborough and George Case were a 
few. , 

Milt always spoke a good word about rus friends. 
He didn't mind calling Bill Inman "the best wingshot 

, I have ever seen." Hunting with pis good friend Rube 
Co.rliss was also a lot of fun,. he said. "We spent a 
good many days out there together." 

Then there was the time Milt got caught in a hur­
ricane off Harvey Cedars and had to stay the night 
out there with Bill Inman. All they had to eat was a 
can of sardine8. Milt lost'jtis sneakbox in that storm;. 
but foqnd it later in the meadows, sunk. He took it to 
Rube Corliss to fix it in time to finish the season with 
it. 

Milt used wooden decoys· that he purchased for 
$35 a 'dozen from the local carvers. Every fall he 
would repair and repaint his decoys ~o have them 
ready for the upcoming season. 

catching eels by spearing them and then shipping 
them to. New York or Philadelphia markets brought 
in extra income. 

Treading was Milt's way, of catching clams; he 
used a. sneakbox to pile his clams into, ·averagirtg 
about 1,800 to 2,000 clams a day, getting $3 a thou­
sand during the Depre5si0n. 

Milt now enjoys making wooden duck silhouettes 
to pass the time, and talking about his past on Barne­
gat Bay. 
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DICK McKANDLESS 

· Dfck McKandless was born Sept' ~7> 1915 in West 
Creek. He grew up in Simm Place and walked 
through the woods to the little one-room schoolhouse : 
in Warren Grove. After leaving Tuckerton High 
School he worked with Miltori and Josie Cox, hauling · 
~nd cutting timber in West Creek.' Harvesting salt hay 
from the marshes was still another part-time job. 

Party boat fishing in the summer was Dick's main 
source of income. He painted the signs on racing gar- · 
veys and painted the wasp on Mason Pric¢s gatvey. 
Because they couldn't afford to buy good brushes for 
the sign .painting. Dick would have his mom cut his 
hair so he could shape it and 'make his brushes out of 
it. ! . . •' 

Dick's family lived off the while tail deer, using aW 
or its parts. His two daughters even had a tail on their 
hats. They made .stew out of the tough cuts of meat: 

Dick was serious about his hunting and made sure 
the girls knew about safety. On~ day, however, .one 
daughter was in a particularly mischievous mood and 
took the buckshot out of his shells and replaced them 
with cooking flour. Dick came nome · from work, 
grabbed )lis gtJn saying .he'd just seen a deer, and 
flew out the door. He found the deer, stood in fror\fof 
it and fired. Poof! White powder. Shot again. Poof! 
More white powdei:. It finally occurred to him what 
had happef!ed. He ran hcime,. threw his. gtJn on the 
sofa and yelled; "Starve, yoq b------, starve!" 

Dick hunted with all . t~ Prices and Joe Dayton. 
They weren't actually a club but a group of close 
friends •. one day tl1ey were out duck hunting wiJh the 
Conklil:IS and a terrible lightning11torm came up .. The 
kids were .scared to death and Dick was trying to 
make light Qf it. He had an old iron coffee pot on 
board .. Every time lightning would flash .he would 
yell "Crack her again, J.C." Well, he did. Lightning 
struck the coffee pot, scaring the wits out of everyone 
on board, and Dick never again 'JI!ade light of light" 
ning on the; high seas. 

Garvey building was another vpcatien Dick could 
count on. He learned his garve)' building from Adam 
Price. The boa:t building busihess' was on the corner of 
Bay Avenue and Route 9. in :Parkertown. He built a 
17-foot garvey with.a Ford engine in it named the 
Alice M. It ran fast, but heJet some friends borrow it 
and the bottom fell out of it. , , 

The biggest weakfiSh haul the family wer had was 
aboard a 21-foot garvey'Dick made. At the tide pond 
between West Cre,ek arid Parkertown during a: full 
moon, they caught. a dozen three- and. four-pound 
fish using, shedders and live shrimp. Dick knew 
where to go and that. the moon and tides were just 
right for this cafoh. 

During recent years Dick became a bird carver. His 
/birds.are said to be so good that he can sit them i.n the 
grass and fool .the smartest birds and thir smartest 
people, , ' I . 

Great Bay TM Products, Inc. 
CRAB TRAPS & FISHING TACKLE · 

"Serving the Jersey Shore Since 1968" 

''The Jersey 
Crab Trap" 

"Vinyl Vacationer's 
Crab Trap" 

Sold at Stores in Tuckerton 
And All over New Jersey 

CAPTAIN SPECK'S 
TuckertQn's Only Restaurant 

1 ONTHEBAY 
F€)aturing 

Homemade Clam Chowder 
TAKE-OUT AVAILABLE• BYOB 
Breakfast & lunch Daily 

DINING ON THE BAY 
·FRI. &: SAT. • 4 PM-9 PM 

Stuffed Shrimp ....... , .................................................... s6.50 
Fried Butterfly Shrimp ..... , .... ; .................................... s5,95 
Fried Shrimp Basket ......................... , ................... :: ... s4,25 
Fried Seafood Combo ....... , ... , ................................ s6.50 
Fried Flounder ..... : ........................... ,.: ......... ,;.,: ............ s4,50 
Fried Clam Strips ................ , ... , .. , .... , ........ , ................. ~ S3.75 
Fried Scallops., .. , .... : ................................. :, ... ,,, ........... s4, 75 
Fried Crabcakes ............................................... , ........ s4.50 
Fried Chicken ................... , .......................... ,,., ............ s5,25 
Choice of 2: French fries. onion rings, coleslaw or apple sauce · 

Steak Sandwiches, Burgers & More Available · 
· Clams on Y2 Shell •Steamed Clams 

JUST A SHORT TRIP FROM TIP SEAMAN PARK 
Take Route9 North to Light• Turn Right · 
· Follow Rd to the Bay · 

SOUTH GREEN ST..• TUCKERTON • 296-2529 

TAKEO~E.!)H 

i 

• UPS .Shipping 
• Fax Service 
•Lamination Service 

' / 

• Passport Photos 
•·Enlargements 
• Film & Batteries 

101 Mathistown Rd.·• Mystic Island • 
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