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THE DEMISE OF JOHN BACON, THE “NOTORIOUS” LOYALIST

b Thomas P. Farner

[lasy arncle an o seres]

Their names are known o local histonans
Giberson, Davenport, Fagan and Bacon o
micst athiers, ey are simply lamped 1ogether s
Pine Hobbers, refiegees or “bandittn, ™ Toous, the
are the Jowest of the low, nothing more than
cotmunin crimanaly hiedimg an the vast pine area of
Cleean County wiuning o pounce on helpless
trvelers or wobated, innocent Garmers. Through
the vears, they lunve been vilified and ireaed as
an aberpanion o the War for Independence,
when morealitv. they repiresented & Lige portion
of the population « thise who remained loval
thi Rl

Ica revalution i began as i taecrevoln, then
[H”[‘H‘TH Wils \l']r'l'l'l. h:'r r:l..'J1-]l.1'>|Ji|‘||1 Ol LaAXEs
ey were heanded ranors by government off.
cutls and guihy of reason. The Revolution in
Ocean County was aléo 4 civil war of neighbaor
againat neghbor, which wned vt g guernilla
war of the worst ‘kind - one ol arocity . and
revenge. As the war drew 1o a close, both sides
antempted 1o getin one kst punch. A look ar the
final one hundred davs of 1the war and the acow-
ties of the Lovalist leader. Uapiain Joha Bacon,
offers some insight into the politics and passions
of the Revolution

Following his night acoon on the beach at
Barnegat Light in Ocober 1782, Bacon sailed
back 1o New York Citv where he sold the: cap-
rured rebel privareer Alligator. He then returned
te his base of operations at Litde Egg Harbor to
continue his campaign against rebel shipping.
Near the end of December, the rebel BOVETTION,
William Livingston, placed a reward on Bacon's
head for his rad into Burdington County o few
months before

The commander of the Burlington Counn
ulitia decided woact before the warended, Aftes
several davs of searching in vain, the militia start-
ed hack. While “refreshing themsebas™ at the
Cedar Bridge Tavern, Bacon found the militia,

Phe Janvary 7. 178 New fersey Coazerte vieported:

Richard  Shreve, of e
Burlington County Light Horse,  and
Captain - Edward Thamas of  the
Mansfield Milithy, haviog receivedd infor-

Lt

manon thar John Bacon, wath has bandit
ool robbers waas i the nesghborhioodd of
Ceelar Creck nllected a party of men
At went inmmediately in paresiet o
them. They met them at the Cecin
Creek brudge The Refugees Fael
greatly the wdvantage of Capes, Shreve
i Thomas' pany et 10 wis never-

theless determmaed o charge them,

The onset on the part of the milita
war  furnious, and  opposed Two the
Refugees . . lor a considerable time, sev-
el aof them having been gully of such
ENOTMOuUS cimes as 1o have no expecta-
rion of mercy should they surrender.
They were, nevertheless, on the point of
grang way when the milita was unesx-
pectedly lired npon from a party of the

inbahimns . who hod suddenly come o

Bacon's assistance. This put the miliia

Cedar Bridge Tavern
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Lromvue Aommsrnaron: Occan Counre’s Lxnanoine Baner or Line Hiremrcar Muscums .

The Ocean County's hentage community is proud 1o welcome mwo new local museums to s growing cadre of firserate Histarmeal
venues in the area -Lakewood Hernage Museum and Navy Lakehurst Histoncal Society Hentaee Conter

Lakewood Herttge Musewm has been targeted (o open m the midspring a the Princoton Avenue School Administration Buileding,
G5 T'ninceton Avenile, Lakewood.  Lakewood Hentage Commission Chairman Sheldan Warlpin has been ansiously anficipating
developing a permanent home {or artifacts; photos,and memorahiba hghlighting Takewood's vich heritige, ineloding fs plory
v o Duxurs resort town' donog the Lae 1 and earls 208h contures The towmstig bis engaged Cathleen | Lee, asacial siuel-
s deacher 11 the Likesood Schools for snany vears, Wooserve as a partstime conremator for the musemm

Moy latkeliorst Historeal Socaety (NTHS) s |:1|.rr|r|||11; the grand operimg i May For s musenm i historng Hangar Omne
Lakehurst MNival A Base A corchng o President Carl Jablonsky, the nhboncutting coeremeny will ocear at 2 PM. on Saiuedoy,
May B Althowsgh these s muach work o be dne o the next four onths, SEHS soopgmsoe thi s mssewm will be reaedy tor the
pubbie at thig tme. Emphasis i ths moseam will be on degibles: borh nigad and nonrged hgbrectonm-areradt, including Dliengas:
Uhe mosensn bas o unsepie coblermom of arndacts brom the Cerman zeppelin Flepdesbory, wlie b orashued ey 67 vears g

W extetul o Comgranulatians s alTwhiod ave Tocka T i mokang these Latest mbseiiins beeomie a vedliey, Both, aloog witly oo

cominiv's other 21 puiseanms, onrbmbe b tocenband mg O ean Countd™s historeal and educatonil foundation

OceaN COuNTY
CULTURAL & HERITAGE
RESOURCE DIRECTORY

The Cultural & Hermage Commssion
annewnces the publication of the
revised aned updated Ocean County
Cultural
Lhrectory,

& Hertage Resource

This updated guide is an invenwory of
cultural and hertage organizations
and venues = arts and history - m the
county  arranged by
Information includes a brief descrip-
tion, addiess, and contact da, such
as website, e-mail address, and phone
number, for éach entry, An alphabes-
ical index of the more than 175 list-
ings is also provided to facilimte using
the directory.

catugﬂr}z

A limited number of directones will
be distributed to each Ocean County
Library branch and a the County
Connection in the Ocean Coonty
Mall. To receive a copy by mail, call
or e-mail the Coltural & Hentage
Commuassion office,

.« - Cynthia Smith

s o Jores Baoow
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into some confusien and gave
the Kefugees ume 1o ger off
The rlivaare sull in pursuat of
the Refugerss and have taken
seven of the inhabatants prisen-
ers and are now in Burlington
Jail, some of whom have con-
fessed the fact

Because Bacon anmcked the miliia,
rather than hide and ler them leave the
shiore; claims that he was a lowly criminal
are nghtly weakened. And, the fact that
the local mhabiants aided him shows
the complexity of the residents” lovalites,
even at this late point in the war, The
militta failed tww find Bacon, whao
remurned to New York Citv where news
papers printed his version of his victoey,

By March 1783, rumors swept the
colonies. The war would soon be over
Bacon left the safety of Brush-held New
York Citv and again returned to the
shore.  Joel Cook, whoseé brother had
been killed at the December skirmish
with Bacon, wanted to sertle the score,

Cook went to Captain John Stewart of
Arnievtown (Pemberton) in Burington
County to ask for his help. Stewart and
four other men agreed to make one last
attempt to take Bacon before word of the
peace treaty arrived. On April 2, the
party entered the Jersey Pines, Between

West Creek and Clam Town, the party
came wpon the house of William Rose,
wsed occastonally as a tavern. Cook and
Stewart crept up to the window. Inside,
they saw Bacon sitting by himsell, his
musket between his knees.

Stewart entered the  tavern  [irst,
Carching Bacon by surprise, Stewart
pointed his. musket ar Bacon and
ordered  ham  w surrender. Bacon
jumpe tohis feet and, in the close quar-
ters of the tavern, auempted to prime
and cock his musket, Stewart, who could
have fired and killed him instantly, chose
mnstead o ke him alive,

Stewart prabbed Bacon and the two
men fell to the floor, Outfoupht, Bacon
surrendered and asked for qﬁarter, Still
holding on to Bacon tghtly, Stewart
called Cook to join them; Cook entered
the room from behind the two and ran
Bacon through with his bavonet. Bacon
groaned; his body grew limp, and
Stewart allowed it to collapse to the {loor,
thinking the prisoner had fainted,

Without saying a word to Stewart,
Cook went outside to twll the others,
Stewart was standing over Bacon when
suddenly the Loyalist revived and
jumped up. Stewart tried 1o block his
escape by pushing a table in front of the
door, but Bacon shoved it aside. As
Stewart regamed his feet, he picked up
his gun and fred. The musket hall

{Caetinued o page 4
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LiNDsAY DANDEO
JOINS THE COMMISSION’S STAFF

In November, the Cultural &%

Hertage Commission  welcomed
Lindsay Dandeo of Manahawkin as
its newest staff member She was
appoimted o the posinon of Program
Development Specialist and will be
h-\]anlulhh' tar codrdinating arts pro-
grams, including providing technical
ASSISLANCE, SCONMNE APRUOp e grant
funding, and !ue'Fu.u':ng resolrce
material for publication

Ms. Dandeo 15 a graduate of
Rutgerss Unmversity and  has expert
erce as the head weacher of children's
hand building art programs at Long
Prach Islaned Foundation of the Ars

and Scences an Loveladies. She also

developed and orgamized are programs tor developnientally disabled adulrs

thraugh Commimenity Options in Forked River

Dyenaiesr o Jon s B oo
(ashibbbed Dvan page 24

passed through Bacon, killinig bim
instantly, then passed throngh tie doo
and wounded Cook on the other side.

This account s both  Stewart’s and
Cook’s official explanavion of  why
Bacon was bavoneted and shot from
behind. What really happened the night
of Apri 3 in that avern will most likely
never be known, bur many witnessed
what the men then did with Bacon's
bady, The sictors dragged therr traphy
back to Burlington County where one
last act of revenge was planned.

During the long rfde from the shore,
Stewart and Cook decided on a fitung
send-off for the hated Bacon: Thev
would not lay him to rest o the holy
ground of a church cemeterv, Instead,
he would he buried under the man
road of Jacobstown where the daily traf-
fic of wagons and horses would prevemt
his soul from getling anv peace.

As a crowd watched the road. being
dug up, Bacon’s brother arrived. After
many pleas, e was able to convince the
good atizens to mrn the body over to
him: for prvate burial. The same New
Sersey Gazette that proclaimed the glor-
ous news ol prace and independence
trumpeted the demise of the “notor-
ons” Loyahst John Bagon.

While Creean County did not actually
exist 1 1783, nor have' a signer of the
Declaration of Inelependence nor a
famous general, s role in the witr was
not only significant, but also came at 4
tme when the ennire population of what
ater became Ocean Counmy was much
bess than that of most towns today,

Four major local events - the Batle of
Tuckeron, the Joshua Huddy Affar, the
Long Beach luand Massacre, and the
death of John Bacon - demonsteate thie
mmportant role that Ocean Counry
plaved in the War for Independence,
Unfortunately, over the vears, manv
have sviewed these a5 minor issues and
their respective sites as not worth pre-
serving.  However, without details such
as these. questions are not raised nor
thoughts provoked. and our history
becomes little more than a 30-second
sound bite.

After almost 30 vears of studving and
writing about the American Revolution
in Ocean County, [ have never consid-
eredd that 1 had found the answers, bt
instead, had onlv generated more ques
tons.  And, as we contemplate these
questions, it's both ironic and signifi-
- "Why do 1
pay taxes when T oan’vvate?” - that start-
ed it all

cant that i1 was a qriestion

Pace 3
2004 Grant Awards

The Dcean Counry Cultural & Heritage
Commission is pleased to announce that
1t has awarded 32 county-based organiza-
tions a woml of $ 71,923 for arts and his-
tory programming in fiscal vear 2004,
Funding for these programs has been
made possible by funds from the New
Jersey State Council on the Arts and the

New Jersey Histoncal Commission

Allanee or a Living Cheean
The Are, Ocean Conmy Chapter
Barnegat Histoncal Saoety
Township of Harnega
Beach Haven Community Arts Program
Carpenter Laothie Publishing
Brick Tomnship Histarical Sociely
Col Charles Waterhouse Historicil Museum
Community Chorus of Geean Connty College
Festival of the Atlanti
First Night Ucean County
The Histarical Sociery of Waretown
The Iskind Singers
Jackson Township, Department of Recreation
Jewish Federation of Ocean County
Lacey Histoncal Socety
Ladies Ancient Order of Hibernians
Laurelton Art Society
Lavalleue Heritage Committes, Inc,
Long Beach Island Historical Association
Manchester Township
Ocean County Arusis’ Guild
Ocean County College Theatre Company
Oeean County College - Challenged Adults
Ocean County Library
Pine Shores Art Association
Plumsted Township Council for the Arts
Seaside Heights Business Improvement District
Ship Bottom Borough, Parks & Recreation
Stafford Township Historical Society
Teen Arts Festval of Ocean County

Toms River Scaport Society
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PLANNING FOR NEW JERSEY’S HISTORIC PRESERVATION

To assist in providing direction to preservation supporters and advocates across the state, Preservation New

Jersey, in pal‘mership with the Historic Preservation Office of the New Jersey Department of Environmental
Protection, presents the five-year plan for historic preservation in New Jersey, entitled New fersey Partners for
Preservation: A Blueprint for Building Histonie Preservation into New Jersey's Future,

It is intended to provide direction 1o state, county, and local government agencies, private organizations
and individuals and the New Jersey Historic Preservation Office in their efforts to protect and preserve New
Jersey’s rich and diverse history. It aims to preserve our historic places, including houses; neighborhoods and
communities; farms and landscapes; industrial sites, public buildings; archaeological sites; and 20th century
resources

Historic preservation already pours more than half a billion dollars into the New Jersey economy, includ-
ing more than $120 million for improving historic buildings and over $400 million from heritage tourism
spending, according to statistics from the Rutgers Center for Urban Policy Research. It also generates over
$260 million a year in income for New Jersey residents and $120 million annually in property taxes.

For more information or to obtain a copy of the plan, please contact the New Jersey Historie Preservation
Office a1 609-984-0545, by mail at PO Box 404, Trenton, NJ, 08625, or visit http:/ /www.state,nj.us/dep/hpo/




