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STATUTORY REFERENCES 

 

Under N.J.S.A 40A:12-13(a), the governing body of any county by resolution may sell any real 
property, capital improvement or personal property, or interests therein, not needed for public use, 
as set forth in the resolution or ordinance authorizing the sale by open public sale at auction to the 
highest bidder after advertisement thereof in a newspaper circulating in the municipality or 
municipalities in which the lands are situated, by two insertions at least once a week during two 
consecutive weeks, the last publication to be not earlier than seven days prior to such sale. 

  



RATIONALE FOR CONVEYANCE   

On February 11, 2022 the County of Ocean (“County”) acquired property known as Block 82, Lot 
1.12 in the Township of Plumsted under the Ocean County Natural Lands Trust Fund for farmland 
preservation. Subsequently on August 6, 2025 the County recorded a farmland preservation 
easement restricting 94.71 acres to farmland and providing an additional 1 acre non-severable 
exception area for a future residential structure. 

The conveyance of the aforementioned easement to the County of Ocean resulted in preservation 
of the Property for the farmland so that it is not necessary for County to hold the remaining fee 
simple interest in the land. Accordingly, the County does hereby determine that a fee simple 
interest in the property set forth in Schedule A is no longer needed for public use. 

A general location map of the property is attached as Figure 1. An aerial map of the property is 
attached as Figure 2. 
 
The property will remain as preserved farmland after the sale is completed.    

 

Description of the Property 

The property consists of 95.858 acres located at 91 W. Colliers Mills Road in Plumsted Township. 
The property is impacted by freshwater wetlands along the easterly and westerly portions of the 
farm associated with a Beaver Dam Brook Tributary. A portion of the property along W. Colliers 
Mills Road is designated as Rank 5 – Federal Listed habitat due to the record of a Bog Turtle from 
1988 which is considered a critically endangered species.  

The easement area consists of 94.71 acres and provides an additional 1 acre non-severable 
exception area for a potential future residential structure. Due to the Rank 5 – Federal Listed 
habitat, development of a single family residence may require review and approvals from NJDEP 
and other federal environmental agencies. The easement area is also subject to a JCP&L Right-of-
Way and a Stream Maintenance Easement. 0.148 acres were accepted out from the easement for 
potential future road projects as the property is located on County Route 640. The property 
currently contains 50.10 tillable acres with the balance in woodlots. An estimated 37.29 acres lies 
in wetlands, modified agricultural wetlands, stream corridors, and an open water pond. The soil 
qualities throughout the property are 67% Prime and Statewide. 

ADVANTAGES AND DISADVANTAGES 

Sale of the property will return the preserved farmland to private ownership. The County will 
remain responsible for monitoring and ensuring the farmland easement is being adhered to. Sale 
of the property would remove the administrative burden from the County and return the property 
back onto the Plumsted Township tax rolls. The purchaser of the property will be responsible for 
retaining the agricultural use of the property.  

There are no known disadvantages to the sale of these properties. 

 



ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT 

Assessment of Environmental Impact and Impact on Plants and Endangered and Non-Game 
Species 

The proposed sale will not change the nature of the properties as farmland. The County is not 
aware of the presence of any threatened or endangered species. According to NJDEP GeoWeb, the 
property is historically used for agricultural and is surrounded by deciduous forest and wetlands. 

ECONOMIC ASSESSMENT 

The County acquired the properties in fee on February 11, 2022 from Miu Wan Eng, et al. for 
$3,340,000.00. The sale also include Block 77 Lot 38.02 known as the Huie Farm North. 

On August 6, 2025 the County recorded a permanent farmland preservation easement on Block 
82, Lot 1.12.  

The sale of the property by auction will allow the County to recuperate the balance of the land 
value and return it to the Ocean County Natural Lands Trust Fund account for additional 
preservation activities.  

The property has been tax exempt with the Township of Plumsted since January 1, 2023. Sale for 
private ownership would allow for the properties to be returned to the Township tax roll. 

There are no known economic disadvantages to the sale of these properties. 
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PUBLIC HEARINGS 

 
In accordance with N.J.S.A 40A:12-13 et. seq., a public hearings on the proposed sale are 
scheduled as follows: 
 
A public hearing on the proposed sale of the property:  
 

October 23, 2025 at 1:00 PM  
Plumsted Municipal Court Room 

New Egypt Town Hall 
121 Evergreen Road, New Egypt, NJ 08533 

(609) 758-2241 
 
A 2nd public hearing on the proposed sale will be held:  
 

November 6, 2025 at 1:00 PM  
3rd Floor Conference Room  

129 Hooper Avenue 
Toms River, NJ 08753 

(732) 929-2054 

 

CONTACT INFORMATION 

 
For further information, please contact: 
 

Tim Gleason, Assistant Planner 
Ocean County Department of Planning 
PO Box 2191 
Toms River, NJ 08754-2191 
(732) 929-2054 
tgleason@co.ocean.nj.us 

 

  
 

  



DISTRIBUTION LIST  
Robert Bowen, Mayor, Township of Plumsted 

Jennifer Whitham, Clerk, Township of Plumsted 

 

John Catalano, Clerk, County of Ocean 

Michelle Gunther, Clerk of the Board, County of Ocean 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Figure 1  General Location Map 
  





Figure 2  Aerial Map of Property 
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Figure 3  Landscape Mapping for Property 
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Figure 4 Map of Surface Waters and Wetlands for Property 
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Figure 5 Ocean County Board of Chosen Freeholders 
Resolution Authorizing Acquisition, Dated  
August 5, 2020 

  







Figure 6 Deed from Miu Wan Eng, Trustee to County of 
Ocean for Block 77, Lot 38.02 and Block 82, Lot 
1.12, Recorded February 11, 2022 

  































Figure 7 Map of Farmland Preservation Easement prepared 
by Van Cleef Engineering Associates 
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Figure 8 Deed of Easement to County of Ocean for Block 77, 
Lot 38.02 filed August 6, 2025 

  































Figure 9 Ocean County Board of Commissioners Resolution 
Authorizing the Sale of the Permanently Preserved 
Property, Dated September 17, 2025. 

  











Figure 10  Public Hearing Notice  
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



PUBLIC NOTICE 

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE the Board of Commissioners of the County of Ocean has authorized the 

auctioning of two Farmland Preservation Program properties designated as Tax Block 77, Lot 

38.02 in Plumsted Township containing 98.33 deed restricted acres and Tax Block 82, Lot 1.12 in 

Plumsted Township containing 94.71 deed restricted acres. The properties are proposed to be sold 

separately by Ocean County, subject to deed restriction for agricultural purposes, at an auction 

proposed to be held on February 12, 2026 at 10:00 a.m. at the Ocean County Administration 

Building, 101 Hooper Avenue, Toms River, NJ 08753.  

 Public hearings on this proposed auction shall be held: 

(1) October 23, 2025 at 1:00 p.m. at the Plumsted Municipal Court Room, New Egypt 

Town Hall, 121 Evergreen Road, New Egypt, NJ 08533; and 

(2)  November 6, 2025 at 1:00 pm at the 3rd Floor Conference Room, 129 Hooper Ave, 

Toms River, NJ 08753. 

 At the public hearings the following will be explained:   

1. The purpose of the sale. 

2. The advantages and disadvantages of the proposed sale. 

Information on the properties (property transfer reports) is available for inspection at the Ocean 

County Department of Planning, First Floor, 129 Hooper Avenue, Toms River, New Jersey 

08753, business days between 8:00 a.m. and 4:30 p.m., the same information may be found 

online at the Departments website.  http://www.planning.co.ocean.nj.us/ 

 

 

 

 

http://www.planning.co.ocean.nj.us/


Written comments on the proposed sale of permanently preserved farmland should be directed 

to: Tim Gleason, Assistant Planner, Ocean County Planning Department, PO Box 2191, Toms 

River, NJ  08754-2191  Telephone:  (732) 929-2054 on or before the date of public hearings by 

order of the Board of Commissioners, County of Ocean, Michelle Gunther, Clerk of the Board. 

 

Public comment on this proposed change in purpose or use will be accepted during the public 

hearings or until December 1, 2025. On or after December 2, 2025, the County of Ocean may take 

formal action to approve the sale of the properties.  

 




