
Monarchs



Two simultaneous 
migrations, the eastern and 

western.

Multi-​generation migrations

A relay race 

Most highly evolved 
migratory pattern of any 

known species of their kind

Michoacán, Mexico

New Jersey

NPS graphic/ S. Sparhawk
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They travel between 1,200 and 
2,800 

Each adult butterfly lives only 
about four to five weeks.

Supergeneration (Last) can 
live up to 9 months. They 

complete a 3,000 mile journey

www.namonarchs.org



Compass

•

Earth's magnetic field

They use the sun to stay on 
course, but they also have a 
magnetic compass located 

in the antennas to help 
them navigate on cloudy 

days.





https://www.butterflyidentification.com/monarch.htm



saveourmonarchs.org

Milkweed 

saveourmonarchs.org

Monarchs use a combination of visual 
and chemical cues to find milkweed



Monarchs in NJ

Extreme dates: 

North Jersey 
4/15—11/29

South Jersey 
4/11—

12/31(1/12).

The last of the Mexico-
bound fall migrants pass 

through in November.

Arrive

As early as mid-
April

As late as mid-May



• Habitat 

• Diversity 

• Forest 

• Wetlands 

• Nectar

Why NJ?    



Endangered species

Monarch butterflies congregate on a tree in Sierra Chincua, Mexico.
PHOTOGRAPH BY JOEL SARTORE, NATIONAL GEOGRAPHIC



Chemicals

Herbicides Insecticides

Agriculture

Deforestation





Save the Monarchs!

Photo by Kathy Augustine spinoffmagazine.com

Plant seeds in the 
Fall or seedlings 

during spring





nwf.org



Pesticides



Herbicides

commondreams.org



Consumernotice.org

Use alternatives 





Take action!
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• Mariposa Monarca Biosphere Reserve, Mexico



Thank you!



NJ Monarchs Page

@NJMonarchs

Monarch Watch

@monarchwatch

National Wildlife Federation

@NationalWildlife

Reserva de la Biosfera Mariposa Monarca-CONANP

@ReservaDeLaBiosferaMariposaMonarca

Endangered Wings

@endangeredwings



More Information at
• nps.gov/subjects/pollinators/migratingmonarchs.htm

• namonarchs.org/es/acerca-de-la-mariposa-monarca/

• monarchwatch.org/

• worldwildlife.org/descubre-wwf/historias/la-gran-migracion-de-la-
mariposa-monarca

• nwf.org/~/media/PDFs/Garden-for-Wildlife/Xerces-NWF/15-Mid-
Atlantic_Monarch_Plant_List_spread.ashx

• butterflyidentification.com/monarch.htm


