
Organization Meeting Agenda

Date: January 7, 2026 - 3:30 PM

Location: Administration Building
Room 119
101 Hooper Avenue
Toms River, NJ 08754

A. STATEMENT Compliance with the Open Public Meetings Act.

1. Call to Order - Michelle I. Gunther, Clerk of the Board

2. The Pledge of Allegiance

B. INVOCATION

1. By Pastor Peter M. Hartney, Jr.

C. STATEMENT OF DETERMINATION

1. Statement of Determination for the 2025 General Election held on November 4, 2025 
from Ocean County Deputy Clerk, John Catalano and George R. Gilmore, Chairman 
of the Board of Canvassers.

D. OATHS OF OFFICE

1. As a Member of the Board of Commissioners, Administered to Sam Ellenbogen by 
the Honorable Francis R. Hodgson, Jr.

2. As a Member of the Board of Commissioners, Administered to Ray Gormley by 
Brian E. Rumpf, Esquire and Melanie A. Szuba, Esquire.

E. CALL OF THE ROLL

F. NOMINATIONS AND ELECTION OF DIRECTOR OF THE BOARD FOR 2026 BY 
THE CLERK OF THE BOARD

Ocean County Board of Commissioners
101 Hooper Avenue

Toms River, New Jersey

08754-2191

(732)929-2005
(732)505-1918

Page 1 of 4



G. NOMINATIONS AND ELECTION OF DEPUTY DIRECTOR OF THE BOARD FOR 
2026

H. COMMENTS FROM THE DIRECTOR

I. COMMENTS FROM THE DEPUTY DIRECTOR

J. COMMENTS FROM THE MEMBERS OF THE BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS

K. PRESENTATION OF RESOLUTIONS

1. Appointing the Ocean County Board of Commissioners as Department Liaisons.

2. Appointing Commissioner Sadeghi and Commissioner Bacchione as Members of the 
Ocean County Planning Board.

3. Appointing Commissioner Ray Gormley as Representative and Commissioner Robert 
S. Arace and County Administrator Michael J. Fiure as Alternate Representatives of 
the New Jersey Association of Counties.

4. Appointing the following Members to the Boards of School Estimate: Commissioner 
Frank Sadeghi, Commissioner Robert S. Arace and Commissioner Ray Gormley to 
the Ocean County College Board of School Estimate; and Commissioner Frank 
Sadeghi, Commissioner Robert S. Arace and Commissioner Ray Gormley to the 
Ocean County Vocational-Technical Schools Board of School Estimate.

5. Appointing Commissioner Jennifier Bacchione as Representative and Commissioner 
Robert S. Arace as Alternate Representative of the Southern New Jersey County 
Commissioners Association.

6. Appointing Commissioner Jennifier Bacchione and Commissioner Robert S. Arace as 
Members of the Ocean County Board of Social Services.

7. Appointing Commissioner Jennifier Bacchione as an Ex-Officio Member of the 
Ocean County Advisory Commission on the Status of Women.

8. Appointing Commissioner Sam Ellenbogen as an Ex-Officio Member of the Ocean 
County Mental Health Board.

L. PRESENTATION OF APPOINTMENTS

1. Appointing Jerry W. Conaty, CPA, RMA, PSA of Holman Frenia Allison, P.C., as
County Auditor for the year 2026. (QP2026-01)

2. Appointing Massimo F. Yezzi, Jr., A.I.A., t/a Yezzi Associates, LLC, as County 
Architect for the year 2026. (QP2026-02)
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3. Appointing Commissioner Frank Sadeghi as First Voting Member and Mark F. 
Jehnke as First Alternate Member of the North Jersey Transportation Planning 
Authority for the year 2026.

4. Appointing Jennifer L. Bowens as Public Agency Compliance Officer for the County 
of Ocean for the year 2026.

5. Appointing Sean M. Areia, John M. Imperiale and Alan W. Avery, Jr. as Alternate
Members to the Ocean County Planning Board for the year 2026.

6. Appointing Frank Sadeghi as the Ocean County Representative and County 
Administrator Michael J. Fiure as the Alternate Representative to the New Jersey 
Counties Excess Liability Joint Insurance Fund, for a term of three (3) years, 
effective 1/1/2026 through 12/31/2028.

7. Reappointing Sheriff Michael G. Mastronardy to the position of County Coordinator 
of Emergency Management, effective 1/6/2026 for a term of three (3) years, term to 
expire 1/5/2029.

8. Reappointing Christopher J. Freeman, Forked River; Darlene Genovese, Barnegat; 
and Matthew McKelvey, Toms River as Full-Time Fire Marshals effective 1/15/2026 
for a term of three (3) years, term to expire 1/14/2029.

M. Authorizing the Payment of Bills contained in Bill Committee Report No. 1.

N. RESOLUTIONS

1. Authorizing the 2026 Temporary Capital Budget.

2. Authorizing the 2026 Temporary County Budget.

3. Authorizing the Ocean County Chief Financial Officer to Invest Available Funds for 
the year 2026.

4. Authorizing Depositories for the County of Ocean for the year 2026.

5. Authorizing the re-establishment of the Approved Petty Cash Funds for the year 
2026.

6. Authorizing the implementation of the 2026 Cash Management Plan.

7. Authorizing the County Purchasing Agent to purchase materials, supplies and 
equipment for the County of Ocean pursuant to Local Public Contracts Law and all 
New Jersey State Laws for the year 2026.

O. INTRODUCTION OF DIGNITARIES

P. COMMENTS

1. Comments from Elected Officials and Members of the Audience are invited at this 
time with a limit of five (5) minutes per speaker.
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Q. BENEDICTION

1. By Rabbi Moshe Bender, Beth Medrash Govoha.

R. ADJOURNMENT
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