
Fortuna Commemorated 100 Years Later
On January 16th, about 200 people gathered in
Ship Bottom on a cold and sunny day to
commemorate the 100th anniversary of the
January 18th, 1910, wreck of the Italian Bark,
Fortuna (built 1869 – 193ft LOA, 33ft Beam,
983 Gross Tons). Carole Bradshaw of Brant
Beach organized the event that included a
symbolic cruise around road cones represent-

ing ports on the ill fated voyage as a replica ship con-
structed of a life saving float with hand rigged sails was
dragged from port to port with a crowd of participants
representing the crew, the United States Life Saving
Service, and Captain Adragna and his family. A bit of
comic relief was the sudden removal of a plastic baby
from under the clothing of the woman portraying the
Captain’s Wife to represent the birth of the real captain’s
daughter, Saveria, in Barbados on the journey. Referred
to as the “anchor lady,” Ms. Bradshaw is responsible for
removing the submerged anchor from the beach and
relocating the three ton anchor to a memorial in the front

of the Ship Bottom Borough Hall in 1983. Roof tiles put on board the Fortuna in
Marseille have been washing up on the beach for the past one hundred years.
Locals misunderstood the real cargo and referred to the ship as the “Spaghetti”
boat. Ironically, the Captain and his family apparently introduced the residents of
Beach Haven to Italian spaghetti.
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O’Brien co-founded the New Jersey Museum of Boating in 2000 with Bill
Birdsall, an engineer, antique boat restorer and historian; Stuart Sherk, president
of the Barnegat Bay chapter of the Antique and Classic Boat Society; and Tom
Byrne, owner of Point Pleasant Marine. Housed inside a 100-year-old boathouse
on the Johnson Brothers Boat Works property in Point Pleasant, the volunteer-run,
privately funded museum will celebrate its 10th anniversary on April 22.

On Memorial Day weekend, the museum wil l host the grand opening of
its newly renovated l ibrary and gallery space, a $50,000 expansion project
that O’Brien described as “a low-cost, interim growth step” until the museum can
relocate altogether to a three-acre space in Brick Township.

The library and gallery are inside Building No. 13 at the boatyard,
just across the way from the boathouse, which is Building No. 12.

“When you walk in here, it’s going to look like the inside of an old boat,” O’Brien
explained as he took a guest on a tour of the unfinished renovation, which began
in December. Plans include a table made out of an old transom and ample book-
shelves for the museum’s ever-growing collection of nautical books, videos
and CDs. In the adjoining gallery, one 80-foot-long wall – drenched in natural sun-
light and painted the fairest shade of sky blue – will feature revolving exhibits of
New Jersey marine art, and “there is a ton of it out there,” O’Brien said. A large bay
door at the end of the room will accommodate antique boats or other large items
to be brought in for display.

For more in format ion about Kate Leigh Cut ler, v is i t her websi te ,
kateleighcutler.com. To learn more about the museum, visit www.njmb.org or
phone (732) 859-4767.


