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Too much of the meadows have been lost to either development or the refuge. 
 
He did clam a few times with his neighbor, Bill Driscoll, although he never considered himself very good at it. He 
said Bill would catch 2,500 while he caught 250 during the same time. He did enjoy doing it however.   
 
A favorite pastime of Bob’s was rabbit hunting with his beagles. He hunted the woods around Amasa Landing and the 
old farm where Atlantis Golf Course now is.  He hunted the woods around his present house in Parkertown too, until 
building eventually put an end to that. More than once, when a hound ran off chasing a deer, he had to use the old 
hunter’s trick of leaving his hunting coat behind, coming back in the morning to find the lost dog curled up on it.  
 
It’s been twenty years since Bob last hunted rabbits, and his hounds are all gone. He’s spent his years since doing side 
work and helping his wife breed Labrador Retrievers. Their pups have always earned praise from buyers, but that is 
starting to be too much work. While they still have a few dogs, they don’t know if they will produce any more litters. 
Considering all the growth in the surrounding area, Parkertown is still relatively peaceful. Bob now enjoys the quiet, 
his time with his family and his memories of what has been a wonderful area to grow up and live in. 

Bob Beloff from from page 14

Paul N. Smith 
as told to German Georgieff 

 
Boat Carpenter Paul Smith is one of the few artisans left with the skills 
to work on wooden boats. Smith was fitting trim to the edge of a boat 
hull when this interview took place at Beaton Boatworks. His career 
at Beaton Boatworks in Mantoloking began in 1963 when he was 18 
years old. He was born in New York City during World War II in 1944. 
His family moved to South Jersey in 1950 and he attended the Bay 
Head Elementary School and Point Pleasant High School where he was 
friends with Tom Beaton’s older siblings. 
 
He was primed to go on to college at Rutgers University but suddenly 
his father died and his mother fell ill, and so he started work at Beaton’s 
in the spring of 1963. “I had a couple of other jobs and I thought all 
this was temporary, but one year led into another and here I am.” That 
was sixty years ago. 
 
“You learn the business a little bit at a time,” he said. “Once I was here 
awhile and got into all the aspects of it I really enjoyed it,” Smith said. 
“We built mainly small sailboats and when I started there was five or 
six people working on boats. Now I’m the only carpenter here. Now 
the marina is the dominant part of the business.” 
 
Working on wooden boats requires a jack-of-all-trades ability. “Some things are a real challenge, some things you 
may only do once -- things that are particular to the design. Some of the boats we made 15 or 20 years ago, the pieces 
were standard so it was almost a production line. But then we had class racing boats where everything had to be made 
to certain specifications.” 
 
“During the summer, when it’s slow, marina customers come in with all kinds of requests. I’ve made caskets for cats, 
old wooden water tanks for toilets -- nothing I’d put on a resume. But if you can make something as complicated as 
a wooden boat you can probably handle it. Last year I made a bunch of Adirondack chairs.”  
 
The last wooden boat he made from scratch was a little 10-foot lapstrake pulling boat or dingy. “It was a replica of an  
early 1906 boat. They had the original in pieces that came on a trailer so I had to redraw the plans and patterns for it. 
It was small but very fancy.” 
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“But we don’t do too many wooden boats anymore -- we don’t have the people who can do it. Tom [Beaton] can do 
it but he has to do the office stuff.” 
 
Besides the lack of skilled labor, getting wood to restore old boats is difficult. “Getting wood of all kinds is terrible 
and if you can find it, it’s expensive. It’s like restoring an old house, restoring a wooden boat is more work than making 
a new one,” he said. “I live in a house built in 1893 so I know all about that.”  
 
At 78 years old, Smith is starting to slow down a bit, he said. “I enjoy doing it but my knees are shot. If I can stand 
up and not climb a ladder -- great. It’s just a function of age. If my health stays good, I’ll continue to work part-time.” 
 
“It’s a job, there’s nothing too exciting about it. I was fortunate in growing up around here at the tail end of the  
traditional ways. If someone has a boat now they just roar up and down the bay with the radio going full-blast. They’re 
not doing what we enjoyed doing on the bay -- fishing, clamming, just being out there and seeing what’s out there. 
Well, times change.”         

Paul Smith from from page 15

William de Rouville, Sr. 
by German Georgieff 

 
Bill de Rouville’s destiny was set early in life. He grew up in Brick 
and his father, Matthew, was an avid boater. As early as Bill can  
remember, he was sanding, painting or otherwise working on boats. 
Most of his childhood memories were filled with sailing and fishing 
on the northern end of the bay or going out the Manasquan Inlet to 
catch bluefish. 
 
He always seemed to have a boat of his own under some stage of repair 
or restoration. Some of them would have been considered basket cases, 
but he enjoyed the work and the challenge. He’d often spend the  
summer working on a boat and only have it ready to go into the water 
by Labor Day, just in time for him to go back to school. One boat was 
a 25 foot sailboat he bought from Beaton’s Boat Yard. It was in such 
bad shape when he got it that it was close to being busted up and  
discarded. He worked on it for about two years, finally getting it into 
the water. He had a lot of fun sailing it and learned quite a deal during 
the restoration project.  
 
Around the time Bill graduated from high school he approached Lo-
chlan “Lolly” Beaton for a job but they didn’t need any help at the 
time. A friend told him of a man in Toms River who was looking for 
workers. So he came down to the Toms River Boat Works and met Lance Chambeau, who hired him. He was attending  
University of Rhode Island at the time, following in his father’s footsteps studying engineering. But after several  
summers working at the boatworks, he decided that was the career path he wanted to follow, rather than one in  
engineering. He has never regretted that decision.  
 
After working for him for a number of years, Chambeau gave Bill the opportunity to lease the repair shop from him, 
which he established as his own business about 1987. However, the boat works was eventually sold to some local  
businessmen, who had other plans for the property. So in 1997 he moved his business, setting up shop in Lanoka  
Harbor, again under a lease arrangement. He was at that location for about seven years, doing a lot of restoration work. 
It was here where he built the Witch in 2002, one of the new A-Cat boats. Unlike Beaton’s, however, which has had a  
long family tradition of boat building, it has never been a major part of Bill’s work. His focus has been more on the 
repair and restoration end of the business. 
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