Quilts of Valor

In just 18 months, the members of newly

By Pat Johnson

formed Jersey Shore Quilts of Valor put
together 28 full-size quilts for as many
veterans hailing from Ocean, Atlantic and
Burlington Counties. The Ocean County
Cultural & Heritage Commission sponsors

the quilts for Ocean County recipients.

Quiles of Valor is a national organization
that has its mission to celebrate the
dedication and the impact that veterans have
made to the country. “Quilts of Valor are
special treasures made with love and the best
materials, all in honor of the brave

individuals who have served our country. Photo credit: Pat Johnson.
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served in the New Jersey National Guard with his

service stretching from 1966 to 1984.

A QOV member, Susan Genova heard her son-in-laws
brother was due to leave for active service in a few
weeks and the club was able to put together a quilt for
Army Sergeant First class Robert David Smith. “He was
in the army reserves and signed up for active duty in

Iraq,” said Didyk.

Usually the process to get a quilt after a nomination
can take up to two years to fulfil and the waiting list ac

present is 16.

Each quilt is unique and many are done in a red, white
and blue pattern. It can take over 50 hours to complete,
depending in the complexity of the pattern. The
chapter has received donations of money and materials
and is always grateful. Besides donating their time
sewing, members also go on the road with a beautiful
display to Veterans groups and senior communities if
asked. At these events, people can fill out the form
nominating a service person or veteran and can also
write a message of thanks on a quilt square that will be

incorporated into a quilt.

Photo Credit: Jersey Shore Quilts of Valor.
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David Smith with Congressman Jeff' V
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Quilt recipient Airforce Major Edward Nucttal (retired).

Photo credit: y Shore Quilts of r.

“We like to give these messages to those who are bed-
bound so they can read them during the day and feel the
warmth of the sentiments,” said Didyk. And though many
quilts are given to those who are infirm, a recipient does

not have to be sick to be recognized with a quilt.

When the quilt is ready, there is a presentation ceremony.
Didyk thanked Congressman Jeff Van Drew and
Assemblyman Brian Rumpf for attending most of the
presentations. “They always say something lovely to our

servicemen,” said Didyk.

To contact Jersey Shore Quilts of Valor,

email Didyk at JerseyShoreQOV@gmail.com

and contact www.QOVF.org for more information.
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