Decoy Show Heritage Award:
Ruben C. Corlies (1882—1976) By Grove Conrad

& Doug Lynch

There are in every generation people who define their era
— such a man was Ruben C. Corlies. Ruben had stories
and his stories had stories; “Rube” was the central

character of those stories.

Ruben’s Corlies ancestors were well-to-do landowners in
Shrewsbury, Monmouth County as early as 1680.
Generations later found Ruben’s father, Amos, working
at various sawmills in Chatsworth, Warren Grove and
Barnegat, finally moving to Manahawkin with his wife
Rachael about 1880. Rube was born in Manahawkin in
1882. Rube’s father died in 1892 of typhoid fever leaving
Ruben, age 10, with his mother and seven brothers and
sisters. Rube would remain in Manahawkin until his
death in 1976 at age 94. School ended for Ruben in the g™
grade working for 25 cents a day helping to support his
family. He worked six days a week clamming, oystering
and as a carpenter’s apprentice. Then he would walk on
Saturdays to Perrine’s Boat Works in Barnegat building
sneakboxes under the watchful eye of a Perrine foreman,
Levi Cranmer. Seventy years later Rube was still building

his improved design sneakboxes and made, by his own

Rube Corlies. Photo courtesy of Grove Conrad.

account, “at least a hundred.” Those boats were used by a

score of bay gunning clubs, some still in use today.
a house and carriage barn on Manahawkin’s Stafford

The Lifesaving Service became a major part of the Rube’s Avenue and there Ruben remained until his deach. As

life. He served many years with stations Brigantine, a first rate carpenter he built the Carvel Island Gun

Barnegat City, Cedar Creck and Loveladies. In a 1974 Club, made hundreds of the club’s decoys and built

interview at age 92 Rube recalled as if it were yesterday the club’s many sneakboxes. Ruben was the guide for

the names of his Loveladies 1912 crew — Wes Peterson, that club for almost twenty years.
ames Mills, Howard Falkinburg, the Rideway brothers
] & EWEY Good friends and neighbors would call him “Uncle
and Captain Cooper Predmore. He left the Life Saving . .
Rube” and on any given day they could be found in
Service about 1917 during the First World War to build ) . _
his shop, converted from an old carriage house,
barracks for the Army at Fort Dix. o _ _
listening to his stories as he made decoys and boats

Ruben married Ella Bodine Lear in 1906, their only son Those stories and that work would make him the

Beverly Earl was born in 1907; the family moved to legend that this award honors. Favorite and often
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repeated tales would be the story of the sea serpent; an
account of Rube and his brother-in-law John Inman
encountering a sea creature offshore fishing in 1906
that story has often been written and also reenacted in
Beach Haven’s Surﬂight Theater a dozen years ago. Then
there were the gunning stories; including the days that

Rube took “The Babe” duck shooting...in his own words:

“I, as guide of Carvel Island Gunning Club, will class Mr.
Hunt and the well-known Babe Ruth as gunners and
good shots, and Mr. Johnny Vandermeer is very good
with his aim on a duck as well as on home plate — Party
Killed 32 head - Ruben Corlies” Oct. 1942

Rube Corlies with sneakbox.

Photo courtesy of Ocean County.

Mr. Hunt was the famous artist Lynn Bogue Hunt and
Vandermeer the Cincinatti pitcher who still holds

major league records.

“Uncle Rube” left a legacy of goodness. We remember
another legendary bayman and decoy maker, Bill
Cranmer (1917-2008), saying of Rueben: “He would talk
to you even up as a peer and that’s why I liked going to
his shop.” Ruben C. Corlies is buried in the Old Baprist
Cemetery; with a simple headstone — no epitaph - but
it would be fitting to imagine on that stone the
Rudyard Kipling epitaph of “’E Done It All”.

Rube Corlies decoy.
Photo credit: Guyette & Deeter.
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